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SULEDEH

SULEDEH (also Suldeh, Suladeh), Caspian township and former sub-province
in Mazandaran province.

An early mention of Suledeh is in 1859 report of Charles Francis Mackenzie,
who describes it as a large village with 200 houses, 20 shops, two bathhouses,
and a three-span bridge, built by Mirza Aga Khan Nuri (1807-65; see ETEMAD-
AL-DAWLA). Half a century later, Hyacinth Louis Rabino, who crossed the
village in 1908 and 1909, locates it a half a mile off the Caspian shore on the
river Suledeh, which rose in the hills of Labij/Lavij. The swampy hinterland
supported the cultivation of rice, which was stored in thatched huts to be
shipped to Russia. Suledeh was on the western border of the coastal part of
Nur district (Rabino, 1913, p. 445; idem, 1928, p. 31).

Located 27 miles northwest of Amol and 30 miles west of Nows$ahr, at lat
36°34' N, long 52°01" E, Suledeh went through several administrative revisions
within the province of Mazandaran during the Pahlavi rule. In the 1930s
Suledeh was the administrative center of the boluk of Natelkenar, which had
19 settlements and 5,076 souls and was a dependency of Amol (Keyhan, III, p.
297). In the late 1940s, Suledeh was the winter administrative center of the
Nur district (baks). During summer, not only would half of Suledeh’s 2,000
inhabitants migrate to the highlands of Nur, but also the district’s
administration (baksSdari) would move to the village Balada on the
Uzrud/Nur/upper Haraz valley in Nur proper (Razmara, pp. 165, 308). While
Nur proper remained within the sub-province of Amol, Suledeh, as shown on
the maps, was designated as a sub-province consisting of Lajrostaq, ‘Alvikala,
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Kalej, Kolrudpey, Balada-ye Kojur, and Tavabe“ dehestans (Figure 1); most of
these rural districts belonged to the former Kojur. However, the sub-provincial
status of Suledeh was ephemeral: littoral Suledeh and Nur proper were
integrated in 1961 into the Nur sub-province, which retains its awkward L-
shaped outline to this date. Suledeh was the center and only town of the Nur
sub-province (Markaz-e Amar-e Iran, 1969, pp. 44-55).

The name Suledeh continued to survive side by side with Nur as the name of
both the sub-province and its administrative seat up until the early 1970s
(Mofkam Payan, p. 268; Mosaheb, I, p. 1375; Sazman-e Far, pp. 181-82; Adamec,
p- 491), after which time the name Suledeh fell out of use in favor of Nur. Even
the namesake river that crosses the Suledeh/Nur township is now labeled as
Ab-e Sirin on the maps.

The toponymy of “Suledeh” is inconclusive, while its kernel, sul, appears in
other place names around the Alborz: Sulqan or Sulagan (northwest of
Greater Tehran), Sula$ (mentioned by Zahir-al-Din, p. 36, as the starting point
of a journey to Amla$ and Tonekabon; see Borjian), as well as Masula.
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