SAHNAZI, ‘ABD-AL-HOSAYN
Article by Morteza Hosayni Dehkordi

Encyclopaedia Iranica

Published: December 10, 2010
Last Updated: October 26, 2012

SAHNAZI, ‘ABD-AL-HOSAYN

SAHNAZI, ‘Abd-al-Hosayn, (b. Tehran, 1284 $./1905; d. Tehran, 1327 $./1948)
musician and performer of the tar (a plucked long-necked lute). He was the
younger son of Aqa Hosayn Qoli (q.v.), the master musician and player of the
tar. ‘Abd-al-Hosayn received his tar training from his elder brother ‘Ali-Akbar
Sahnazi, and learned the Persian repertoires (radifs) from his brother-in-law,
Bager Khan Ramesgar, the celebrated performer of the kamanca (spiked
fiddle) eventually becoming one of the prominent performers of the tar and
the innovator of certain new techniques of tuning this instrument. Sahnazi
was one of the first musicians to join Radio Tehran after its inception in 1940,
eventually becoming one of the chief planners of its musical programs.

In his performances, Sahnazi did not concern himself with following the
repertoires of Persian music; instead, he preferred toimprovise sweet-
sounding guSas (melodic pieces), and gradually became the innovator of what
was later called Sirin-navazi (sweet improvisation; Behruzi, pp. 85-86). The
prominent features of Sahnazi’s performance were his swift strumming, his
expressive musical phrases, and his innovativeness in the composition and
performance of rhythmic melodies (Sad sal tar, p.10).

Because of his early death and the shortage of recording facilities during his
lifetime, Sahnazi’s surviving solo works are limited to certain performances in
homayun and bidad, rast-e panjgah and mavara’-al-nahr. There are also some
tasnifs (rhythmic songs) in ¢ahargah, Sahrasub, afSari, and Sekasta with the
vocal performance of Eqbal-al-Sultan Adar, and some in mahur and qara’i
with the vocal performance of Javad Badizada.
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