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SARIF KHAN, MOHAMMAD

SARIF KHAN, Mohammad (d. ca 1807), a physician at the court of the Mughal
emperor, Shah ‘Alam II (r. 1760-1806), author, and the eponymous founder of
the Sarifi family, distinguished as the leading physicians of the yunani
medicine in Colonial India. He descended from a family of theologians and
physicians who traced back their origin to the mystic ‘Obayd-Allah Mahmud
Ahrar (d. 1490), an influential Sufi Shaikh of the NaqSbandi order in
Transoxiana. Sarif Khan studied at a madrasa in Delhi that was run by the
sons of the NagSbandi scholar, Shah Wali-Allah (d. 1762), and with them he
was one of the first Indian scholars to attempt to translate the Qur’an into
Urdu. His most famous work is Talif-e Sarifi, a Persian dictionary of the Indian
materia medica. This book was translated into English by George Playfair, a
superintending surgeon serving in Bengal. Playfair writes in the introduction
that the drugs used by local physicians have beneficial effects for many
diseases for which the Western pharmacopoeia has no adequate remedy (Rieu,
IL, p. 842; Monzawi, I, p. 486). Sarif Khan also wrote the Elag al-amraz, a book
in Persian on the treatment of diseases (Aga Bozorg, fasc. 15, p. 310), and
Kawass al-jawaher on the medical and occult properties of precious stones. An
abridged version of this book, the Tohfa-ye ‘dlamsahi, was dedicated to Sah
‘Alam (Rieu, IL, p. 842). Among his other works are tracts on phlebotomy, China
root (Cub-e cini), sexology, logic, Sufism, translations and annotations of
Avicenna’s al-Qanun fi’l-tebb and of Nafis b. ‘Ewaz Kermani’s commentary of
Najib-al-Din Samarqandi’s Ketab al-ashab wa ‘alamat. Sarif Khan died in
1222/1807 and was buried near the tomb of the Ce$ti mystic Qotb-al-Din
Baktiar Kaki (d. 1236).
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