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SAFAVID DYNASTY (continued)

Annotated Bibliography:

This bibliography includes the major sources and studies for the Safavid
period but focuses on the ones that have been published since the publication
of Camb. Hist. Iran VI, which contains an excellent bibliography up to about
1980.

General overviews. R. Savory, Iran under the Safavids, Cambridge, U.K., 1980,
until recently the only book-length overview of the entire Safavid period in a
Western language, has now been joined by Andrew J. Newman, Safavid Iran:
Rebirth of a Persian Empire, London and New York, 2006. Large parts of H.-R.
Roemer, Persien auf dem Weg in die Neuzeit: Iranische Geschichte von
1350-1750, Stuttgart, 1989, and D. Morgan, Medieval Persia, London, 1988, are
devoted to the Safavids as well. A full discussion of the period can also be
found in Camb. Hist. Iran VI. In Persian, the Safavids receive comprehensive
treatment in A. Tājbaḵš, Tāriḵ-e Ṣafawiya, Tehran, 1994; and R. Jaʿfariān,
Ṣafawiya az ẓoḥur tā zawāl 905-1135, Tehran, 1999. M. Karim Yusof Jamāli,
Tāriḵ-e taḥawollāt-e Irān-e ʿaṣr-e Ṣafawi. Az Šayḵ Ṣafi tā Šāh Esmāʿil-e awwal,
Isfahan, 2006, discusses the Safavids up to the reign of Shah ʿAbbās I.

Recently edited collections on Safavid Persia. These include R. Savory’s collected
articles published as Studies on the History of Safavid Iran, London, 1987; J.
Calmard, Études safavides, Paris and Tehran, 1993; C. Melville, ed. Safavid
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Persia: The History and Politics of an Islamic Society, London, 1996; A.
Newman, ed., Society and Culture in the Early Modern Middle East: Studies on
Iran in the Safavid Period, Leiden, 2003; M. Mazzaoui, ed., Safavid Iran and Her
Neighbors, Salt Lake City, Utah, 2003; and Maqṣud-ʿAli Ṣādeq, ed., Irān-zamin
dar gostarda-ye tāriḵ-e Ṣafawiya, Tabriz, 2004, R. Jaʿfariān, ed., Kāvešhā-ye
tāza-e dar bāb-e ruzgār-e Ṣafawi, Tehran, 2005, as well as in the special issues
on Safavid Persia of Iranian Studies 7/1-2, (“Studies on Isfahan”) 1974; and 31/2,
(“Historiography and Representation in Safavid and Afsharid Iran”) 1998, and
in Ketāb-e māh. Tāriḵ wa joḡrāfiā, December 2000, pp. 37-38. Other recently
published collections of documents are Moḥammad b. Ḥasan Šāmlu, Jong-e
Mortażā-qoli Šāmlu gerdāvari dar sāl-e 1069 qamari, ed. I. Afšār, Tehran 2003;
and “Tāriḵča-ye Ṣafawiyān (az nosḵa-ye ketābḵāna-ye Asḡar Mahdawi,” in I.
Afšār, ed. Daftar-e tāriḵ, daftar-e dovvom, Tehran, 2005, pp. 5-148.

Cartography. The cartography of the Persian Gulf throughout history,
including the Safavid period, has recently been studied in M. R. Sahab et al.,
Persian Gulf: Atlas of Old and Historical Maps (3000 B.C. -2000 A.D.), 2 vols.,
Tehran, 2005; and D. Couto, J. -L. Bacqué-Grammont and M. Taleghani, eds.;
and Z. Biedermann, coordinator, Atlas Historique du Golfe Persique (XVIe-
XVIIIe siècles)/Historical Atlas of he Persian Gulf (Sixteenth to Eighteenth
Centuries)/Aṭlas-e tāriḵi-e ḵalij-e Fārs (Qarn-e šānzdahom—qarn-e hejdahom),
Turnhout, 2006.

Genealogies. For Safavid genealogies, see Shaikh Ḥosayn Pirzāda Ẓāhedi,
Selselat al-nasab-e Ṣafawiya, ed. K. R. Irānšahr, Berlin, 1924-25. The connection
between the Safavids and the Marʿaši dynasty of Māzandarān is examined in
M. ʿA. Ḥāʾeri, “Ḵānedān-e Marʿaši wa salāṭin-e Ṣafawi,” in S. M. Marʿaši-Najafi,
ed., Ganjina-ye šehāb, 3 vols., 2001, II, pp. 96-110; detailed information on the
same family and of the Kiā Sayyeds of Gilān prior to the Safavids is available
in Y. Goto, “Der Aufstieg zweier Sayyid Familien am Kaspischen Meer:
‘Volksislamische’ Strömungen im Iran des 8./14. und 9./15. Jahrhunderts,”
WZKM 89, 1999, pp. 45-84.

Farmāns. A large collection of farmāns (q.v.) letters and other official
documents is contained in ʿA. Nawāʾi, ed., Šāh Esmāʿil Ṣafawi. Majmuʿa-ye asnād
o mokātebāt-e tāriḵi hamrāh bā yāddāšthā-ye tafṣili, Tehran, 1989; Idem, ed.,
Šāh Ṭahmāsp Ṣafawi: Majmuʿa-ye asnād o mokātebāt-e tāriḵi hamrāh bā
yāddāšthā-ye tafṣili, Tehran, 1989; Idem, ed., Šāh ʿAbbās. Majmuʿa-ye asnād o
mokātebāt-e tāriḵi hamrāh bā yāddāšthā-ye tafṣili, 2 vols., Tehran, 1987; Idem,
ed., Asnād o mokātebāt-e siāsi-ye Irān az sāl-e 1038 tā 1105 h.q. hamrāh bā
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yāddāšthā-ye tafṣili, Tehran, 1981; Idem, ed., Asnād o mokātebāt-e siāsi-ye Irān
az sāl-e 1105 tā 1135 h.q. hamrāh bā yāddāšthā-ye tafṣili, Tehran, 1984; and Ḏ.
Ṯābetiān, ed., Asnād o nāmahā-ye tāriḵi wa ejtemāʿi-ye dawra-ye Ṣafawiya,
Tehran, 1964. For farmāns, including facsimiles, transcriptions, and
translations, as well as letters, also see H. Busse, Untersuchungen zum
islamischen Kanzleiwesen an Hand turkmenischer und safawidischer Urkunden,
Cairo, 1959; B. G. Martin, “Seven Safawid Documents from Azerbayjan,” in S.
M. Stern, ed., Documents from Islamic Chanceries, Oxford, 1965, pp. 171-254; L.
Fekete, Einführung in die persische Paläographie, Budapest, 1977, pp. 349-437;
B. G. Fragner, “Ardabīl zwischen Sultan und Schah. Zehn Urkunden Schah
Ṭahmāsbs II,” Turcica 6, 1975, pp. 177-225; Idem, “Shah Ismaʿil’s Farmans and
Sanads: Tradition and Reform in Persephone Administration and Chanellery
Affairs,” Journal of Azarbaijan Studies 1, 1998, pp. 35-47; Idem, Repertorium
persischer Herrscherurkunden. Publizierte Originalurkunden (bis 1848),
Freiburg im Breisgau, 1980, pp. 51-220, with a good bibliography referring,
inter alia, to the many farmāns published by J. Qāʾem-maqāmi and published
in the journal Barrasihā-ye tāriḵi. R. Schimkoreit, Regesten publizierter
safawidischer Herrscherurkunden, Berlin, 1982. For Safavid farmāns and
documents held in the Matanadaran collection in Yerevan, Armenia, see A. D.
Papazyan, Persidskie dokumenty Matenadarana, 3 vols., Yerevan, 1956-68.
Similar material from Georgian collections is assembled in V. Puturidze, ed.,
Persidskie istoricheskie dokumnety v knogokhranilishakh Gruzii, 4 vols., Tiflis,
1961-77, and in M. A. Todua and. I. K. Shams, eds., Tbilisskaya kollektsiya
persidskikh firmanov, 2 vols., Tiflis, 1989. For documents from the Caspian
provinces, see M. Ḏabiḥi and M. Sotuda, eds., Az Astārā ta Astrābād, VI and VII,
Tehran, 1965; and F. Nowzād, ed., Nāmahā-ye Ḵān Aḥmad Ḵān Gilāni nima-ye
dovvom-e sada-ye dahom-e hejri, Tehran, 1994.

The rise of the Safavids. The emergence of the dynasty is the subject of W. Hinz,
Irans Aufstieg zum Nationalstaat im fünfzehnten Jahrhundert , Berlin and
Leipzig, 1936. M. Mazzaoui, The Origins of the Safawids: Šīʿism, Sūfism, and the
Ḡulāt, Wiesbaden, 1972, discusses the same period from a mostly religious
perspective. A similar approach has been taken by M. K. Yusof Jamāli, Taškil-e
dawlat-e ṣafawi wa taʾmim-e maḏhab-e tašayoʿ-e davāzdah-emāmi beʿonwān-e
tanhā-maḏhab-e rasmi, Tehran, 1993.

The Qezelbāš. For a primary source on the Qezelbāš, see Anon., Tāriḵ-e
Qezelbāšān, ed. Mir-Hāšem Moḥaddeṯ, Tehran, 1982. The role of the Qezelbāš
tribes in the emergence of the Safavids is the subject of F. Sümer, Taškil wa
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tawseʿa-ye dawlat-e ṣafawi, tr. from Turkish, Tehran, 1992. The Qezelbāš are
also discussed in: I. Mélifkoff, “Le problème kızılbaş,” Turcica 6, 1975, pp.
49-67; J. J. Reid, “The Qarāmānlū: The Growth and Development of a Lesser
Tribal Elite in Sixteenth and Seventeenth-Century Persia, ” Stud. Ir. 9, 1980, pp.
195-209; Idem, Tribalism and Society in Islamic Iran 1500-1629, Malibu, Calif.,
1983; H.-R. Roemer, “The Qizilbash Turcomans: Founders and Victims of the
Safavid Theocracy,” in M. M. Mazzaoui and V. B. Moreen, eds., Intellectual
Studies on Islam, Salt Lake City, Utah, 1990, pp. 27-40; and in A. H. Morton,
“The Chub-i tariq and Qizilbash Ritual in Safavid Persia,” in J. Calmard, Études
safavides, pp. 225-45. A thorough study of the Šāhseven can be found in R.
Tapper, Frontier Nomads: A History of the Shahsevan, Cambridge, U.K., 1997.

Shah Esmāʿil. The political history of the reign of Shah Esmāʿil is covered in
Ghulam Sarwar, History of Shah Ismaʿil Safawi, Aligarh, 1939; R. Ṣafawi,
Zendegāni-e Šāh Esmāʿil Ṣafawi, Tehran, 1962; and, more recently, in M.
Pārsādust, Šāh Esmāʿil-e awwal. Pādšāhi bā āṯṯārhā-ye dirpāy dar Irān wa irāni,
Tehran, 1996. Important for the early period are E. Glassen, Die frühen
Safawiden nach Qazi Ahmad Qumi, Freiburg im Breisgau, 1970; J. Aubin,
“L’avènement des Safavides reconsideré,” Moyen Orient et Océan Indien 5,
1988, pp. 1-130, as well as his “Révolution chiite et conservatisme. Les soufis de
Lвhejвn, 1500-1514,” Moyen Orient et Océan Indien 1, 1984, pp. 1-40; J.-L.
Bacqué-Grammont, Les Ottomans, les Safavides et leurs voisins. Contributions а
l’histoire des relations internationales dans l’Orient islamique de 1514 а 1524,
Istanbul, 1987; M. Gronke, “Auf den Weg von der geistlichen zur weltlichen
Macht. Schlaglichter zur frühen Safavīya,” Saeculum 42, 1991, pp. 164-83; A. H.
Morton, “The Early Years of Shah Ismaʿil in the Afzal al-tavarikh and
Elsewhere,” in C. Melville, ed., Safavid Persia, pp. 27-51; S. A. Arjomand, “The
Rise of Shah Esma’il as a Mahdist Revolution,” Studies in Persianate Societies 3,
2005, pp. 44-65. The fame of Shah Esmāʿil in Europe is the subject of P.
Brummett, “The Myth of Shah Ismail Safavi: Political Rhetoric and ‘Divine’
Kingship,” in J. V. Tolan, ed., Medieval Christian Perceptions of Islam: A Book of
Essays, New York and London, 1996, pp. 331-59; and G. Ponte, “Attorno
Leornardo de Vinci. L’attesa popolare del Sofi di Persia in Venezia e Firenze
all’inizio del Cinquecento,” Rassegna della Letteratura, 81, 1977, pp. 5-19. For
the Battle of Čālderān, see H. Ḥejāzifar, Šāh Esmāʿil wa jang-e Čālderān,
Tehran, 1995.

Shah Ṭāhmāsp I. His reign is covered by P. Horn, “Die Denkwürdigkeiten des
Šāh Ṭahmāsb von Persien,” ZDMG 44, 1890, pp. 563-649, and 45, 1891, pp.
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245-91; M. Pārsādust, Šāh Tahmāsb-e awwal, Tehran, 1998; M. B. Dickson,
“Sháh Tahmásb and the Uzbeks (The Duel for Khurasán with ʿUbayd Khán,
930-940/1524-1540,” Ph.D. diss., Princeton University, 1958; and in C. Mitchell,
“The Sword and the Pen: Diplomacy in Early Safavid Iran (1501-1555)”, Ph.D.
diss., University of Toronto, 2002. The short reign of Shah Esmāʿil II is dicussed
in W. Hinz, “Schah Esmāʿil II. Ein Beitrag zur Geschichte der Safawiden,” in
Mitteilungen des Seminars fur Orientalische Sprachen 36, pt. 2, Berlin, 1933, pp.
19-100; and, with that of his successor Moḥammad Ḵodābanda, in M.
Pārsādust, Šāh Esmāʿil-e dovvom wa Šāh Moḥammad, Tehran, 2002. H.-R.
Roemer, Der Niedergang Irans nach dem Tode Ismaʿils des Grausamen,
1577-1581, Würzburg, 1939, covers the period following Shah Esmāʿil II’s
death. Shah Ḵodābanda’s administration is the topic of C. P. Mitchell, “Out of
Sight, Out of Mind: Shah Mohammad Khodābanda and the Safavid Dār al-
Enshā,” Studies in Persianate Societies 3, 2005, pp. 66-98.

Shah ʿAbbās I. For the reign of this famous monarch, see L.-L. Bellan, Chah
ʿAbbas I, sa vie, son histoire, Paris, 1932; and N. Falsafi, Zendegāni-e Šāh ʿAbbās-
e awwal, 5 vols. in 3, Tehran, 4th ed., 1990; as well the biography by H.
Nahavandi and Y. Bomati, Shah Abbas. Empereur de Perse 1587-1629, Paris,
1998. For aspects of Shah ʿAbbās’ policies see C. Melville, “From Qars to
Qandahar: The Itineraries of Shah ʿAbbas I,” in J. Calmard, ed., Études
safavides, pp. 195-224; Idem, “Shah ʿAbbas and the Pilgrimage to Mashhad,” in
idem, ed., Safavid Persia, pp., 191-229; C. P. Mitchell, “Shāh ʿAbbās, the English
East India Company and the Cannonneers of Fārs,” Itinerario 24, 2000, pp.
104-25. Hellmut Braun, “Das Erbe Schah ʿAbbās I. Iran und seine Könige
1629-1694,” Ph.D. diss., University of Hamburg, 1967, discusses the period
following the reign of Shah ʿAbbās I. For Shah ʿAbbās II, see Paul Luft, “Iran
unter Schah ʿAbbās II (1642-1666),” Ph.D. diss., University of Göttingen, 1968.

The Fall of the Safavid dynasty. Laurence Lockhart, The Fall of the Safavi
Dynasty and the Afghan Occupation of Persia, Cambridge, 1958, is a quasi-
exhaustive study of the period of decline of the Safavids ; A different
interpretation based on several new sources can be found in R. Matthee,
Persia in Crisis : Safavid Decline and the Fall of Isfahan, London and New York,
forthcoming 2009. See also J. Foran, “The Long Fall of the Safavid Dynasty:
Moving beyond the Standard Views,” IJMES 24, 1992, pp. 281-304. W. Floor, ed.,
The Afghan Occupation of Safavid Persia 1721-1729, Paris, 1988, brings together
many of the Dutch sources written around the time of the demise of the
Safavid state. R. Jaʿfariān, ed., ʿElal-e bar-oftādan-e Ṣafawiyān. Mokāfāt-nāma,
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Tehran, 1993, adds important new Persian source material to the available
sources, as does Moḥammad Šāfiʿ Ṭehrāni, Merʾāt-e wāredāt. Tāriḵ-e soquṭ-e
Ṣafawiān. Payāmadhā- ān va farmānravāʾi-e malek Maḥmud Sistāni, ed. M.
Ṣefatgol, Tehran, 2004. A study of Azarbaijan at the time of the demise of the
Safavids, is A. Abdurahmanov, Azerbaidzhan vo vzaimootnosheniiakh Rossii,
Turtsii i Irana v pervoi polovinie XVIII v. (Azarbaijan between Russia, Turkey
and Persia in the first half of the 18th cent.), Baku, 1964. A study of Tabriz
under the Ottomans is F. Zarinebaf-Shahr, “Tabriz under Ottoman Rule,” Ph.D.
diss., University of Chicago, 1991. Relevant primary sources for the later
period is also found in the Armenian accounts: see M.-F. Brosset, tr. and ed.,
Collection d’historiens arméniens, 2 vols., St. Petersburg, 1876; Zakāria of
Agulis, The Journals of Zakāria of Agulis, tr. and ed. G. A. Bournoutian, Costa
Mesa, Calif., 2003; The History of Vardapet Arak‘el of Tabriz, tr. and ed. G. A.
Bournoutian, vols. 1 and 2, Costa Mesa, 2005 and 2006. P. di Sarkis Gilanentz,
The Chronicle of P. di S. Gilanentz concerning the Afghan Invasion of Persia in
1722, tr. C. Minasian, Lisbon, 1959. First-hand material from Russia in this
period is contained in: P. P. Bushev, Posol’stvo Artemiia Volynsgovo v Iran v
1715-1718 gg (The Mission of Artemii Volynski to Iran, 1715-1718) Moscow,
1978; F. Beneveni, Poslannik Petra I na Vostoke. Posol’stvo Florio Beneveni v
Persiiu i Bukhary v 1718-1725 godakh (An envoy of Peter I in the East. The
Mission of Florio Beneveni to Persia and Bukhara in 1718-1725), ed. L. Vais et
al., Moscow, 1986; C. P. Sidorko, “‘Kampf den ketzerischen Qizilbaš!’ Die
Revolte des Hağğī Dā’ūd (1718-1728),” in R. Motika and M. Ursinus, eds.,
Caucasia between the Ottoman Empire and Iran, 1555-1914, Wiesbaden, 2000,
pp. 133-46; Qoṭb-al-Din Širāzi Nayrizi, Resāla-ye siyāsi dar taḥlil-e ʿelal-e soquṭ-e
dawlat-e Ṣafawiya wa rāh-e ḥall-e bāzgašt-e ān be qodrat, ed. R. Jaʿfariān, Qom,
1992. Additional information can be found in J. Perry, “The Last Safavids
(1722-73),” Iran 9, 1971, pp. 59-71; R. Matthee, “Blinded by Power: The Rise and
Fall of Fath ʿAli Khan Daghestani, Grand Vizier under Shah Soltan Hoseyn
(1127/1715-1133/1720),” Stud. Ir. 33, 2004, pp. 179-220.

Local histories of the period. Few such histories from the Safavid period have
been edited and published. For Gilān, see Mollā ʿAbd-al-Fattāḥ Fowmani
Gilāni, Tāriḵ-e Gilān dar waqāyeʿ-e sālhā-ye 923-1038 h.q. , ed. M. Sotuda,
Tehran, 1970. Much information about Māzandarān is contained in Mir
Taymur Marʿaši, Tāriḵ-e ḵānedān-e Marʿaši-e Māzandarān, ed. M. Sotuda,
Tehran, 1985. For Khuzestan, see Sayyed ʿAbd-Allāh b. Nur-al-Din b. Neʿmat-
Allāh Ḥosayni, Taḏkera-ye Šuštar, Calcutta, 1924. For Kermān, see Mašizi
(Bardsiri), Tāriḵ-e Ṣafawiya-ye Kermān, ed. M. E. Bāstāni-Pārizi, Tehran, 1990;
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and Mollā Moḥammad Moʾmen Kermāni, Ṣaḥifat al-Eršād (Tāriḵ-e Afašār-e
Kermān) —pāyān-e kār-e Safawiya, ed. M. E. Bāstāni-Pārizi, Tehran, 2005.

Studies of local history include N. N. Tumanovich, Gerat v XVI-XVIIe vekakh
(Herat in the 16h-17th century), Moscow, 1989; and M. Szuppe, Entre
Timourides, Uzbeks et Safavides. Questions d’histoire politique et sociale de
Hérat dans la première moitié du XVI siècle, Paris, 1992; idem, “Les résidences
princières de Herat. Problèmes de continuité fonctionnelle entre les époques
timouride et safavide (1ère moitié du XVIe siècle),” Études safavides, ed. J.
Calmard, Paris, 1993, pp. 267-86. For Azarbaijan in early Safavid times, see O.
Efendiev, Azerbaidzhanskoe gosudarstvo Sefevidov v XVI veke (The Azarbaijani
Safavid state in the 16th century), Baku, 1981. A large part of F. Manṣuri,
Moṭāleʿāti dar bāra-ye tāriḵ, zabān wa farhang-e Āḏarbāyjān, Tehran, 2000, is
also devoted to events and developments in Azarbaijan in Safavid times. For
Shirwan(Širvān), see S. Ashurbeili, Gosudarstvo Shirvanshakhov (VI-XVIe vv.)
(The government of the Shirvanshahs, VI-XVI cent.), Baku, 1983; and M.
Salmāsi-zāda, “Širvān dar dawra-ye Ṣafawi,” Irānšenāḵt 3, 1996, pp. 111-42. For
Qazvin, see M. Szuppe, “Palais et jardins. Le complexe royal des premiers
safavides а Qazvin, milieu XVIe-début XVIIe siècles,” in Res Orientales 8, Rites
et monuments disparus d’apres les temoignages de voyageurs, ed. R. Gyselen,
Bures-sur-Yvette, 1996, pp. 143-77. For Isfahan see: E. Gaube and Wirth, Der
Bazar von Isfahan, Wiesbaden, 1980, (with a facsimile of the compendium on
caravanserais “Dar dānestan-e karvānserāhā-ye Eṣfahān”); M. E. Bāstāni-
Pārizi, Ganj-ʿAli-ḵān, 3rd ed., Tehran, 1989, focuses on Kermān. For Hormuz
and the Persian Gulf coast, see J. Aubin, “Le royaume d’Ormuz au début du
XVIe siècle,” Mare Luso-Indicum 2, 1972, pp. 77-179; Idem, “La politique
iranienne d’Ormuz (1515-1540),” Studia [Centro de Estudios Historicos
Ultramarinos, Lisbon] 53, 1994, pp. 27-43; M. Bāqer Woṯuqi, Tāriḵ-e mohājerāt-
e aqwām dar Ḵalij-e Fārs, Shiraz, 2001; and, more recently, W. Floor, The
Persian Gulf. A Political and Economic History of FIve Port Cities 1500-1730,
Washington, D.C., 2006. For the Mošaʿšaʿ in Khuzestan, see W. Caskel, “Die
Wālī’s von Huwēzeh. Saijid Muḥammad ibn Falāḥ und seine Nachkommen,”
Islamica 6, 1934, pp. 415-34; and M. ʿA. Ranjbar, Mošaʿšaʿiān. Māhiyat-e fekri-e
ejtemāʿi wa farāyand-e taḥawwolāt-e tāriḵi, Tehran, 2003.

Safavid chronicles. Many chronicles of the period have been published in the
last twenty-five years, some of them in critical editions. The most important
ones are Anon., ʿĀlamārā-ye Šāh Ṭahmāsb. Zendegi-e dāstāni-ye dovvomin
pādšāh-e dawra-ye Ṣafawi, ed. I. Afšār, Tehran, 1991; Sayyed b. Mortażā
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Ḥosayni Astarābādi, Az Šayḵ Ṣafi tā Šāh Ṣafi az tāriḵ-e solṭāni, ed. E. Ešrāqi,
Tehran, 1985; S. ʿAbd-al-Ḥosayn Ḵāṭunābādi, Waqāyeʿ al-sennin wa’l aʿwām, ed.
M. Bāqer Bahudi, Tehran, 1973. Qāẓi Aḥmad b. Šaraf-al-Din Ḥosayn Ḥosayni
Qomi, Ḵolāṣat al-tawāriḵ, ed. E. Ešrāqi, 2 vols., Tehran, 1980; Ḡiāṯ-al-Din
Kvāndamir, Ḥabib al-siyar, ed. M. Dabirsiāqi, 4 vols., Tehran, 1983; Mollā Jalāl-
al-Din Monajjem, Tāriḵ-e ʿabbāsi yā ruznāma-ye Mollā Jalāl, Tehran, 1987;
Moḥammad-Mofid Mostawfi, Moḵtaṣar-e mofid, ed. Sayf-al-Din Najmābādi, 2
vols., Wiesbaden, 1991; Šaraf-al-Din Bedlisi, Šaraf-nāma, ed. V. V. Velyaminov-
Zernov, 2 vols., St. Petersburg, 1861; New ed. Moḥammad ʿAbbāsi, Tehran,
1994; the first vol. of an Eng. tr. has now been published as The Sharafnama or
the History of the Kurdish Nation, 1597, tr. M. R. Izady, Costa Mesa, Calif., 2005;
ʿAbdi Beg Širāzi, Takmelat al-aḵbār, ed. ʿA. Navāʾi, Tehran, 1990; Amir Maḥmud
b. Ḵvāndamir, Tāriḵ-e Šāh Esmāʿil wa Šāh Ṭahmāsb, ed. M. ʿA. Jarrāḥi, Tehran,
1994. Budaq Monši Qazvini, Jawāher al-aḵbār, ed. M. Bahrām-nežād, Tehran,
2000, Ḵᵛuršāh b. Qobād Ḥosayni, Tāriḵ-e elči-ye Neẓāmšāh, ed. M. R. Nāʾeri and
K. Haneda, Tehran, 2000. Moḥammad-Ṭāher Basṭāmi, Fotuḥāt-e Fereyduniya
(Šarḥ-e janghā-ye Fereydun Ḵān Čarkas amir-al-omarā-ye šāh ʿAbbās-e awwal),
ed. S. S. Mir Moḥammad-Ṣādeq and M. N. Naṣiri, Tehran, 2001. Qāżi Aḥmad
Tatavi and Āṣef Khan Qazvini, Tāriḵ-e alfi. Tāriḵ-e Irān wa kešvarhā-ye
hamsāya dar sālhā-ye 850-984, ed. S.-ʿA. Āl-e Dāwud, Tehran, 1999. Amir Ṣadr-
al-Din Ebrāhim Amini Heravi, Fotuhāt-e Šāhi (Tāriḵ-e Ṣafawi az āḡāz tā sāl-e
920 h.q.), ed. M. Reżā Nāṣeri, Tehran, 2004. For newly published chronicles
covering the period after Shah ʿAbbās I, see Moḥammad-Maʿṣum b. Ḵᵛājegi
Eṣfahāni, Ḵolāṣat al-siyar, Tehran, 1989; Moḥammad-Ebrāhim b. Zayn-al-
ʿĀbedin Naṣiri, Dastur-e šahriārān (sālhā-ye 1105 tā 1110 h.q. pādšāhi-ye Šāh
Solṭān Ḥosayn Ṣafawi), ed. M. N. Nāṣeri Moqaddam, Tehran, 1994; Mirzā
Moḥammad-Ḵalil Marʿaši Ṣafawi, Majmaʿ al-tawāriḵ dar tāriḵ-e enqerāż-e
Ṣafawiya wa waqāyeʿ-e baʿd tā sāl-e 1208 h.q., ed. ʿA. Eqbāl Āštiāni, Tehran,
1983; and Moḥammad-Moḥsen Mostawfi, Zobdat-al-tawāriḵ, ed. B. Gudarzi,
Tehran, 1996. Moḥammad-Yusof Wāla Qazvini Eṣfahāni, Irān dar zamān-e Šāh
Ṣafi wa Šāh ʿAbbās-e dovvom, 1030-1071h.q. (Ḵold-e barin), ed. M. Reżā Nāṣeri,
Tehran, 2001; Mirzā Moḥammad Ṭāher Waḥid Qazwini, Tāriḵ-e Jahān-ārā-ye
ʿAbbāsi [formerly called ʿAbbās-nāma] ed. S. Saʿid Mir Moḥammad Ṣādeq,
Tehran 2005. M. Moḥammad-Bāqer Sabzavāri, Rawżat al-anwār-e ʿābbāsi (dar
aḵlāq wa šiwa-ye kešvardāri), ed. E. Čangizi Ardahāni, Tehran, 1998;
Moḥammad-ʿAli b. Abi Ṭāleb Ḥazin Lāhiji’s “Resāla-ye wāqʿat-e Irān o Hend,”
ed. E. Esfandiāri, in ʿA. Awjabi, N. Bāqeri Bidhendi, et al., Rasāʾel-e Ḥazin-e
Lāhiji, Tehran, 1998, pp. 185-246. This is mostly extracted from Ḥazin-e Lāhiji’s
famous autobiography; see The Life of Sheikh Mohammed Ali Hazin, Written by



SAFAVID DYNASTY (CONT.)|Rudi Matthee

9

Himself, tr. F. C. Belfour, London, 1830, chap. 33 ff.

Moḥammad Ṭāher Basṭāmi, Fotuḥāt-e Fereyduniya, ed. S. S. Mir Moḥammad
Ṣādeq and M. N. Nāṣeri-Moqaddam, Tehran, 2001; Budāq Monši Qazvini,
Jawāher al-aḵbār. Baḵš-e tāriḵ-e Irān az Qaraquyunlu tā sāl-e 984 h.q., ed. M.
Bahrām Nejād, Tehran, 1999; M. Sefatgol and K. Nobuaki, eds., Pejuheši dar
bāra-ye maktubāt-e tāriḵi-ye Fārsi-e Irān va Mā-waraʾ al-nahr (Ṣafawiyān,
Uzbakān va Emrāt-e Boḵārā), hamrāh ba gozida-ye maktubāt, Tokyo, 2006;
Solṭān Hāšem Mirzā, Zabur-e Davudi (Šarḥ-e ertebāṭāt-e sādāt-e Marʿaši bā
salāṭin-e Ṣafawiyah), ed. ʿA.-Ḥ Nawāʾi, Tehran, 2000; J. Calmard, “Une famille de
Sādāt dans l’histoire de l’Iran: les Marʿaši,” Oriente Moderno, n.s. 18, 1999, pp.
413-28.

Western accounts of Safavid Persia published in the last twenty-five years. These
include Michele Membré, Mission to the Lord Sophy of Persia (1539-1542), ed.
A. H. Morton, London, 1993; F. Richard, Raphaлl du Mans missionnaire en Perse
au XVIIe s., 2 vols., Paris, 1995; J. E. Kaempfer, Am Hofe des persischen
Grosskönigs, 1684-1685, tr. W. Hinz, Leipzig, 1940, repr. Tübingen, 1977; Ange
de St. Joseph, Souvenirs de la Perse safavide et autres lieux de l’Orient
(1664-1678), ed. and tr. M. Bastiaensen, Brussels, 1985. A. Kroell, ed., Nouvelles
d’Ispahan 1665-1695, Paris, 1979; Barthélemy Carré, Le courier du Roi en
Orient. Relations de deux voyages en Perse et en Inde 1668-1674, ed. D. Van der
Cruysse, Paris, 2005; Ambrogio Bembo, Viaggio e Giornale per Parte dell’ Asia
(1671-1675), ed. A. Invernizzi, Turin, 2005; and Ambrosio Bembo, The Travels
and Journal of Ambrosio Bembo, tr. C. Bargellini; ed. and annotated A. Welch,
Berkeley, 2007.

Studies on the Europeans travelers. These include J. Emerson, “Ex Oriente Lux:
Some European Sources on the Economic Structure of Persia between about
1630 and 1690,” Ph.D. diss., University of Cambridge, 1971; Idem, “Adam
Olearius and the Literature of the Schleswig-Holstein Missions to Russia and
Iran, 1633-1639,” in J. Calmard, Études safavides, pp. 31-56; the contributions
on Cornelis de Bruyn in H. Sancisi-Weerdenburg, ed., Persepolis en Pasargadae
in wisselend perspectief, Groningen, 1989; the contributions on Engelbert
Kaempfer in H. Hüls and H. Hoppe, eds., Engelbert Kaempfer zum 330.
Geburtstag, Lemgo, 1982; in D. Haberland, ed., Engelbert Kaempfer. Werk und
Wirkung, Stuttgart, 1993; in S. Klocke-Daffa, Sabine et al., eds., Engelbert
Kaempfer (1651-1716) und die kulturelle Begegnung zwischen Europa und Asien,
Lemgo, 2003; and in D. Haberland, ed., Engelbert Kaempfer (1651-1716) – Ein
Gelehrtenleben zwischen Tradition und Innovation , Wiesbaden, 2004. S.



SAFAVID DYNASTY (CONT.)|Rudi Matthee

10

Brakensieck, “Political Judgement between Empirical Experience and
Scholarly Tradtion: Engelbert Kaempfer’s Report on Persia (1684-85),” The
Medieval History Journal 5, 2002, pp. 223-26. D. Carnoy, Représentation de
l’Islam dans la France du XVIIe siècle. La ville des tentations , Paris, 1998; A.
Welch, “Safavi Iran Seen through Venetian Eyes,” in A. Newman, ed., Society
and Culture in the Early Modern Middle East, pp. 97-121. S. A. Eurich, “Secrets
of the Seraglio: Harem Politics and the Rhetoric of Imperialism in the Travels
of Sir Jean Chardin,” in G. J. Ames and R. S. Love, eds., Distant Lands and
Diverse Cultures: The French Experience in Asia, 1600-1700, Westport, Conn.,
2003, pp. 47-96; E. Brancaforte, Visions of Persia: Mapping the Travels of Adam
Olearius, Cambridge, Mass., 2003; Idem, “Seduced by the Thirst for Knowledge.
Engelbert Kaempfer’s Scientific Activities in Safawid Persia (1683-1688),”
Revista de Cultura / Review of Culture, international ed. 21, 2007, Macau; 82-99;
A. M. Touzard, “Les voyageurs français en Perse de 1600 а 1730,” Eurasian
Studies 4:1 (2005), pp. 41-7; S. Brentjes and V. Schüller, “Pietro della Valle’s
Latin Geography of Safavid Iran (1624-1628): Introduction,” Journal of Early
Modern History 10/3, 2006, pp. 169-219; H. Tafazoli, Der deutsche Persien-
Diskurs. Von der frühen Neuzeit bis in das neunzehnten Jahrhundert, Bielefeld,
2007; W. Floor, “The Bandar ʿAbbas-Isfahan Route in the Late Safavid Era
(1617-1717),” Iran 37, 1999, pp. 67-94; and R. Matthee, “Safavid Iran through
the Eyes of European Travelers,” Journal of Early Modern History, forthcoming
2009.

Safavid historiography. This has only recently begun to receive its due
attention. See J. R. Walsh, “The Historiography of Ottoman-Safavid Relations in
the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries,” in B. Lewis and P. M. Holt, eds.,
Historians of the Middle East, London, 1962, pp. 197-211; B. Spüler, “Die
historische und geographische Literatur in persischer Sprache,” HO, 1.
Abteilung, Band IV, 2. Abschnitt, Lieferung 1, Leiden and Cologne, 1982, pp.
101-67; tr. M. I. Marcinkowski as Persian Historiography and Geography:
Bertold Spüler on Major Works Produced in Iran, the Caucasus, Central Asia,
India and Early Ottoman Turkey, Singapore, 2003, chap. 11 “Historians of the
Safavid Period.” A. A. Mosaddegh and M. E. Bastani-Parizi, “Notes sur les
historiographes de l’époque safavide,” Stud. Ir. 16, 1987, pp. 125-35; A. H.
Morton, “The Date and Attribution of the Ross Anonymous: Notes on a Persian
History of Shah Ismaʿil I,” in C. Melville, ed., Persian and Islamic Studies in
Honour of P. W. Avery, Cambridge, 1990, pp. 179-212; Idem, “The Early Years of
Shah Ismaʿil in the Afzal al-Tavarikh and Elsewhere,” in C. Melville, ed., Safavid
Persia, pp. 27-52 ; M. Szuppe, “L’évolution de l’image de Timour et des
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Timourides dans l’historiographie safavide du XVIe au XVIIIe siècle,” Cahiers
d’Asie Centrale 3-4, 1997, pp. 313-31; C. Mitchell, “Safavid Imperial Tarassul
and the Persian Inshaʾ Tradition,” Stud. Ir. 27, 1997, pp. 173-209; S. Quinn,
“Notes on Timurid Legitimacy in Three Safavid Chronicles,” Iranian Studies 31,
1998, pp. 149-50; idem, “Rewriting Niʿmatullahi History in Safavid Chronicles,”
in L. Lewisohn and D. Morgan, eds., The Heritage of Sufism. Late Classical
Persianate Sufism (1501-1750), Oxford, 1999, pp. 201-24; idem, Historical
Writing During the Reign of Shah ‘Abbas: Ideology, Imitation and Legitimacy in
Safavid Chronicles , Salt Lake City, Utah, 2000; idem, “The Timurid
Historiographical Legacy: A Comparative Study of Persianate Historical
Writing,” in A. Newman, ed., Society and Culture in the Early Modern Middle
East, pp. 19-32; G. Rota, “Three Little-Known Persian Sources of the
Seventeenth Century,” Iranian Studies 31, 1998, pp. 159-76; D. J. Stewart, “The
Lost Biography of Bahāʾ-al-Din al-ʿĀmeli and the Reign of Shah Ismaʿil II in
Safavid Historiography,” Iranian Studies 31, 1998, pp. 177-206; C. Melville,
“New Light on the Reign of Shah ʿAbbās: Volume III of the Afzal al-tavārikh,” in
A. Newman, ed., Society and Culture in the Early Modern Middle East, pp. 63-96.
M. Ṣefatgol, “Majmuʿah-hā: Important and Unknown Sources of Historiography
of Iran during the Last Safavids-The Case of Majmuʿah-i Mīrzā Muʿīnī,” in
Kondo Nobuaki, ed., Persian Documents: Social History of Iran and Turan in the
Fifteenth-Nineteenth Centuries, London and New York, 2003, pp. 73-84; C. M.
Amin, “Mujassama-ī būd mujassamah-i nabūd: The Image of the Safavids in
20th-Century Iranian Popular Historiography,” in J. Pfeiffer and S. A. Quinn,
eds., History and Historiography of Post-Mongol Central Asia and the Middle
East. Studies in Honor of John E. Woods, Wiesbaden, 2006, pp. 343-59; M.
Sefatgol, “Persian Writing under the Last Safavids: The Historiographers of
Decline,” Eurasian Studies 5, 2006, pp. 319-32.

J. Emerson, “Some General Accounts of the Safavid and Afsharid Periods,
Primarily in English,” in C. Melville, Pembroke Papers, Cambridge, 1990, pp.
27-41; J. Emerson, “Some Additions to the Index of Tadhkirat al-Muluk,”
Harvard Middle Eastern and Islamic Review 1, 1994, pp. 212-21; R. Savory,
“Taḥlili az tāriḵ va tāriḵ-negāri-ye dawra-ye Ṣafawiya,” Irān-nāma 13, 1995, pp.
277-300; M. Szuppe, “L’évolution de l’image de Timour et des Timourides dans
l’historiographie safavide, XVI-XVIIIe siècles,” in M. Szuppe, ed. L’héritage
Timouride

Iran-Asie Centrale, Cahiers d’Asie Centrale 3-4, 1997, pp. 313-31;

ʿA. A. Moṣaddeq, “Ḵandān-e Monamjjem-e Yazdi va tāriḵnegāri-ye dawra-ye



SAFAVID DYNASTY (CONT.)|Rudi Matthee

12

Ṣafawi,” Ketāb-e māh (Tāriḵ) 37-38, 2000, pp. 4-7; N. Jalāli, “Moʿarefi-ye nosḵa-
ye ḵaṭṭi-ye Tāriḵ-e Ilči-ye Nezāmašāh,” Ketāb-e māh (Tāriḵ) 37-38, 2000, pp.
103-106; Ḥ. Zandiya, “Moʿarefi va barasi-ye nosḵa-ye ḵaṭṭi-ye fotuḥāt-e
Homāyun aṯar-e Siyāqi Neẓāmi,” Ketāb-e māh (Tāriḵ) 48, 2001, pp. 30-40; L.
Bottini, ed., Indici del volume Šah Isma’il I nie “Diarii” di Marin Sanudo, Rome,
2005; M. M. Mazzaoui, “A ‘New’ Edition of the Safvat as-Safa,” in J. Pfeiffer and
S. A. Quinn, eds., History and Historiography of Post-Mongol Central Asia and
the Middle East. Studies in Honor of John E. Woods, Wiesbaden, 2006, pp.
303-10.

Religion in the Safavid period. The religious history of the Safavids is studied in
M. Mir-Aḥmadi, Din wa maḏhab dar ʿaṣr-e Ṣafawi, Tehran, 1984; S. A.
Arjomand, The Shadow of God and the Hidden Imam: Religion, Political Order,
and Societal Change in Shiʿite Iran from the Beginning to 1890, Chicago, 1984;
Idem, “Two Decrees of Shāh Ṭahmāsb Concerning Statecraft and the Authority
of Shaykh ʿAlī al-Karakī,” in Authority and Political Culture in Shiʿism, ed. S. A.
Arjomand, Albany, N.Y., 1988, pp. 250-62; Idem, “Conceptions of Authority and
Transition of Shiʿism from Sectarian to National Religion in Iran,” in F. Daftary
and H. W. Meri, eds., Culture and Memory in Medieval Islam: Essasy in Honour
of Wilferd Madelung, London, 2003, pp. 388-409; M. M. Mazzaoui, “The
Religious Policy of Safavid Shah Ismaʿil II,” in M. M. Mazzaoui and V. B.
Moreen, eds., Intellectual Studies on Islam, Salt Lake City, Utah, 1990, pp. 49-56.
Rasul Jaʿfariān has recently published many important studies on religious
aspects of Safavid history, including references to archives and original
documents: See Din wa siāsat dar dawra-ye Ṣafawi, Qom, 1991; Idem, Ṣafawiya
dar ʿarṣa-ye din, farhang wa siāsat, 3 vols., Qom, 2000; Idem, Maqālāt-e tāriḵi,
12 vols., Qom, 1996-2003; Idem, ed., Tarjoma-ye anājil-e arbaʿa, by Mir
Moḥammad-Bāqer b. Esmāʿil Ḥosayni Ḵātunābādi, Tehran, 1996. Also see J.
Calmard, “Les rituals shiites et le pouvoir. L’imposition du shiisme safavide:
eulogies et malédictions canoniques,” in J. Calmard, ed., Études safavides, pp.
109-150; Idem, “Shiʿi Rituals and Power II. The Consolidation of Safavid
Shiʿism: Folklore and Popular Religion,” in C. Melville, ed., Safavid Persia, pp.
139-90; A. Newman, “the Nature of the Akhbari/Usuli Dispute in Late Safavid
Iran, BSOAS 55/1, 1992, pp. 22-51; 55/2, pp. 250-61; Idem, “Sufism and Anti-
Sufism in Safavid Iran: The Authorship of the Ḥadiqāt al-Shīʿa Reonsidered,”
Iran 37, 1999, pp. 95-108; K. Babayan, “The Waning of the Qizilbash,” Ph.D.
diss., Princeton University, 1993; idem, Mystics, Monarch, and Messiahs:
Cultural Landscapes of Early Modern Iran, Cambridge, Mass., 2003; R. Stanfield
Johnson, “Sunni Survival in Safavid Iran: Anti-Sunni Activities during the
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Reign of Tahmasp I,” Iranian Studies 27, 1994, pp. 139-90; A. Newman, “Fayd al-
Kashani and the Rejection of the Clergy/State Alliance: Friday Prayer as Politics
in the Safavid Period,” in L. Walbridge, ed., The Most learned of the Shi’a, New
York, 2001, pp. 34-52; Idem, “The Vezir and the Mulla: A Late Safavid Period
Debate on Friday Prayer,” Eurasian Studies 5, 2006, pp. 237-70. On waqf, see: R.
Jaʿfariān, ed., “Waqf-nāma-ye Madrasa-ye Solṭān Ḥosayn maʿruf be madrasa-ye
Āqā Kamāl,” Mirāṯ-e eslāmi-ye Irān, Qom, I, pp. 259-90; M. Sefatgol, “Safavid
Administration of  Avqāf :  Structure,  Changes and Functions,
1077-1135/1666-1722,” in A. Newman, ed., Society and Culture in the Early
Modern Middle East, pp. 397-408. For Sufism in the Safavid period see A.
Newman, “Clerical perceptions of Sufi practices in Late Seventeenth-Century
Persia: Arguments over the Permissibility of Singing (ghinā),” in L. Lewisohn
and D. Morgan, eds., The Heritage of Sufism. Late Classical Persianate Sufism
(1501-1750), Oxford, 1999, pp. 135-64; S. Bashir, “After the Messiah: The
Nūrbakhshiyya in Late Timurid and Early Safavid Times,” in A. Newman, ed.,
Society and Culture in the Early Modern Middle East, pp. 295-314; I. Eshraqi,
“Noqtaviyya а l’époque Safavides” [sic], in A. Newman, ed., Society and Culture
in the Early Modern Middle East, pp. 341-50; and H. Algar, “Naqshbandis and
Safavids: A Contribution to the Religious History of Iran and Her Neighbors,”
in Mazzaoui, ed., Safavid Iran and her Neighbors, pp. 7-48. Institutional aspects
of Shiʿite Islam are discussed in E. Glassen “Schah Ismail und die Theologen
seiner Zeit,” Der Islam 68, 1972, pp. 254-68; M. I. Marcinkowski, “A Brief
Demarcation of the Office of Shaykh al-Islām Based on the Two Late Safavid
Administrative Manuals Dastūr al-Mulūk and Tadhkirat al-Mulūk,” Islamic
Culture 74/4, 2000, pp. 19-51. M. Ṣefatgol, Sāḵtār-e nehād wa andiša-ye dini dar
Irān-e Ṣafawi. Tāriḵ-e taḥawwolāt-e dini-ye Irān dar sadahā-ye dahom tā
davāzdāhom-e hejri-ye qamari, Tehran, 2002; D. Stewart, “The First Shaykh al-
Islam of the Safavid Capital Qazvin,” JAOS 116, 1996, pp. 387-405; Idem, “The
Genesis of the Akhbari Revival,” in M. Mazzaoui, ed., Safavid Iran and Her
Neighbors, pp. 169-93; W. Floor, “The Ṣadr or Head of the Safavid Religious
Administration, Judiciary and Endowments and Other Members of the
Religious Institution,” ZDMG 150, 2000, pp. 461-500. For the debate on the
clerical migration and Safavid Iran, see Andrew Newman, “The Myth of the
Clerical Migration to Safavid Iran: Arab Shiite Opposition to ʿAli al-Karaki and
Safawid Shiism,” Die Welt des Islams 33, 1993, pp. 66-112; R. Jurdi Abisaab,
Converting Persia: Religion and Power in the Safavid Empire, London, 2004;
idem, “The Ulama of Jabal ʿĀmil in Safavid Iran, 1501-1736: Marginality,
Migration and Social Change,” Iranian Studies 27, 1994, pp. 103-22; idem, “New
Ropes for Royal Tents: Shaykh Bahā’ī and the Imperial Order of Shah Abbas
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(996-1038/1587-1629),” Studies in Persianate Societies 1, 2003, pp. 29-56.

D. Stewart, “Notes on the Migration of ʿĀmilī Scholars to Safavid Iran,” JNES 55,
1996, pp. 81-104. A virtual cottage industry has emerged of late around the
figure of Moḥammad Bāqer Majlesi. See: ʿA. Davāni, ʿAllāma-ye Majlesi.
Bozorgmard-e ʿelm wa din, Tehran, 1991; H. Ṭāromi, ʿAllāma-ye Majlesi, Tehran,
1996, Eng. tr. as ʿAllameh Majlesi, Tehran, 2000; S. Moṣleḥ-al-Din Mahdavi,
Zendegi-nāma-ye ʿAllāma-ye Majlesi, 2 vols., Tehran, 1999; M. Mahrizi and H.
Rabbāni, eds., Yād-nāma-ye Majlesi, 3 vols., Tehran, 2000; R. Jaʿfariān, et al.,
“Mizgerd-e Rawżat al-al-anwār-e ʿAbbāsi,” Āʿina-ye Mirāṯ 13, 2001, pp. 94-101;
Moḥammad Zamān Kalb-e ʿAli Tabrizi, Farāʾed al-fawāʾed dar aḥwāl-e madāres
va masājed, ed. R. Jaʿfariān, Tehran, 1994.

History of institutions and bureaucracy. The manuals of administration include
Taḏkerat al-moluk, ed. V. Minorsky; repr. 1980; Mirzā Rafiʿā (Moḥammad-Rafiʿ
Anṣāri Mostawfi-al-Mamālek), Dastūr al-molūk, ed. and tr. M. I. Marcinkowski
as Mīrzā Rafiʿa’s Dastūr al-Mulūk: A Manual of Later Safavid Administration,
Kuala Lumpur, 2003. A more complete edition of the Dastur al-moluk,
including some previously unknown material, has recently been edited by I.
Afshar (Afšār), Daftar-e tāriḵ. Majmuʿa-ye asnād wa manābaʿ-e tāriḵi, Tehran,
2001. This forms the basis for the recent critical edition in translation by W.
Floor and H. Faghfoory, Dastur al-Moluk. A Safavid State Manual, Costa Mesa,
2007.

Studies on aspects of the Safavid bureaucracy include R. Savory, “The
Principal Offices of the Safawid State during the Reign of Ismāʿil I
(907-30/1501-24),” BSOAS 23, 1960, pp. 91-105; Idem, “The Principal Offices of
the Safawid State during the Reign of Shah Ṭahmāsb (930-84/1524-76),” BSOAS
24, 1961, pp. 71-79; Idem, “Some Notes on the Provincial Administration of the
Early Safawid Empire,” BSOAS 27, 1964, pp. 114-28; Idem, “The Office of
Khalifat al-Khulafa under the Safavids,” JAOS 85, 1965, pp. 497-502; and other
studies by the same author, collected in his Studies on the History of Safawid
Iran, London, 1987. See also H. Busse, “Persische Diplomatik im Überblick.
Ergebnisse und Probleme,” Der Islam 37, 1961, pp. 202-45; K. L. Röhrborn,
Provinzen und Zentralgewalt Persiens im 16. und 17. Jahrhundert, Berlin, 1966;
Idem, “Staatskanzlei und Absolutismus im safawidischen Persien,” ZDMG 127,
1977, pp. 313-43; V. B. Moreen, “The Downfall of Mohammad ʿAli Beg, Grand
Vizier of Shah ʿAbbas II (reigned 1642-1666),” The Jewish Quarterly Review 72,
1981, pp. 81-99; R. Matthee, “The Career of Mohammad Beg, Grand Vizier of
Shah ʿAbbas II (r. 1642-1666),” Iranian Studies 24, 1991, pp. 17-36; Idem,
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“Administrative Stability and Change in Late Seventeenth-Century Iran: The
Case of Shaykh ʿAli Khan,” IJMES 26, 1994, pp. 77-98; W. Floor, “The Secular
Judicial System in Safavid Persia,” Stud. Ir. 29, 2000, pp. 9-60; Idem, Safavid
Government Institutions, Costa Mesa, Calif., 2001; Idem, “The Khalifeh al-
Kholafa of the Safavid Sufi Order,” ZDMG 153/1, 2003, pp. 51-86; N. Falsafi,
“Sargozašt-e ‘Saru Taqi’ Maḵdum al-Omarāʾ wa Ḵādem al-foqarāʾ,” in Idem, ed.,
Čand maqāla-ye tāriḵi wa adabi, Tehran, 1963, pp. 287-309. W. Floor, “The Rise
and Fall of Mirza Taqi, the Eunuch Grand Vizier (1043-55/1633-45),” Stud. Ir.
26, 1997, pp. 237-66; Idem, “A Note of the Grand Vizierate in Seventeenth-
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Figueroa is recounted in C. Alonso, D. Garcнa de Silva y Figueroa, embajador en
Persia, 1612-1624, Badajoz, 1993. For relations with the Portuguese, see R. B.
Smith, The First Age of the Portuguese Embassies, Navigations and
Perigrenations in Persia (1507-1524), Bethesda, Md., 1970; A. de Gouvea,
Relaçam em que se tratam as guerras e grandes vitórias que alcançou o grande
Rey de Persia Xá Abbas, do grгo Turco Mahometo, e seu filho Amethe as quaes
resultarгo das Embaxadas que por mandado da Catholica Real Majestade del
Rey D. Felippe II de Portugal fizerгo alguns Religiosos da Ordem dos Eremitas de
Santo Agostinho а Persia, Lisbon, 1611; Fr. tr. A. de Meneses as Relation des
grandes guerres et victoires obtenues par le roy de Perse Cha Abbas contre les
empereurs de Turquie Mahomet et Achmet son fils, ensuite du voyage de
quelques religieux de l’ordre des Hermites de Saint-Augustin envoyés en Perse
par le Roy catholique Don Philippe second roy de Portugal, Rouen, 1646; J.
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Aubin, ed., L’ambassade de Gregório Pereira Fidalgo а la cour de Chвh Soltвn
Hosseyn 1696-1697, Lisbon, 1971; Idem, “Per Viam Portugalensem: Autour d’un
projet diplomatique de Maximilien II,” Mare Luso-Indicum 4, 1980, pp. 45-73; J.
Qāʾem-maqāmi, “Masʾala-ye Hormuz dar rawābeṭ-e Irān wa Portoḡāl,”
Barrasihā-ye tāriḵi 3, 1973, pp. 43-58; R. Gulbenkian, Estudos históricos II,
Relações entre Portugal, Irão e Médio-Oriente, Lisbon, 1995. J. Teles e Cunha,
“Sombras no acaso do Emperium Mundi. A famнlia real e la luta pelo pder em
ormuz (1565-1622), Anais de História de Além-Mar 3 (2002), pp. 177-98.

Papacy and the Safavids. For relations with Italy and the Papal See, see G.
Berchet, La repubblica di Venezia e la Persia, Turin, 1865; M. H. Kāvusi ʿErāqi,
ed., Asnād-e rawābeṭ-e dawlat-e ṣafawi bā ḥokumathā-ye Itāliā, Tehran, 2000; A.
M. Piemontese, “I due ambasciatori di Persia ricevuti da Papa Paolo V al
Quirinale,” Miscellanea Bibliothecae Apostolicae Vaticanae 12, 2005, pp.
357-425; Idem, “la diplomazia di Gregorio XIII e la lettera del Re di Persia a
Sisto V,” Miscellanea Bibliothecae Apostolicae Vaticanae 14, 2007, pp. 363-410;
Idem, “les célébrites du Janicule et les diplomates safavides émigrés a Rome,”
Eurasian Studies 5, 2006, pp. 271-96.

Poland. Much work remains to be done on Safavid relations with Poland. See
C. Chowaniec, “Z dziejów polityki Jana III na Bliskim Wschodzie 1683-1686,”
(On the history of the policy of Jan III toward the Near East 1683-1686)
Kwartalnik Historyczny 40, 1926, pp. 150-60; Z. Józefowicz, “Z dziejów
stosunków Polsko-Perskich,” (On the history of Polish-Persian relations)
Przeglad orientalistyczny 44:4, 1962, pp. 329-38; and M. Szuppe, “Un marchand
du Roi de Pologne en Perse, 1601-1602,” Moyen Orient et Océan Indien 3, 1986,
pp. 81-110.

Sweden. Relations with Sweden have recently received ample attention. See S.
Troebst, “Narva und der Aussenhandel Persiens im 17. Jahrhundert. Zum
merkantilen Hintergrund schwedischer Grossmachtpolitik,” in A. Loit, H.
Piirimäe, eds., Die schwedischen Ostseeprovinzen Estland und Livland im 16.-18.
Jahrhundert Uppsala, 1993, pp. 161-78; idem, Handelskontrolle – “Derivation”-
Eindämmung. Schwedische Moskaupolitik 1617-1661, Wiesbaden, 1997, pp.
167-203, 369-91, 459-60 and 486-90; Idem, “Die Kaspi-Volga-Ostsee-Route in der
Handelspolitik Karls XI. Die schwedische Persien-Mission von Ludvig Fabritius
1679-1700,” Forschungen zur osteuropäischen Geschichte 54, 1998, pp. 127-204;
B. Sohrabi, “Early Swedish Travelers to Persia,” Iranian Studies 38, 2005, pp.
631-60.
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Russia. Extensive source material for relations with Russia can be found in N.
I. Veselovskii, Pamiatniki diplomaticheskikh i torgovykh snoshenii moskovskoi
Rusi s Persiei (Records of diplomatic and commercial relations between
Muscovite Russia and Persia), 3 vols., in Trudy Vostochnogo Otedeleniia
Imperatorskogo Russkogo Archeologicheskogo Obshchestva (Works of the
Eastern Department of the Imperial Russian Archeological Society), St.
Petersburg, 1890-98. For modern studies, see especially P. P. Bushev, Istoriia
posol’stv i diplomaticheskikh otnoshenii russkogo i iranskogo gosudarstv v
1586-1612 gg. (History of missions and diplomatic relations between the
Russian and Iranian states, 1586-1612), Moscow, 1976; Idem, Istoriia posol’stv i
diplomaticheskikh otnoshenii russkogo i iranskogo gosudarstvv v 1613-1621 gg.
(History of missions and diplomatic relations between the Russian and Iranian
states, 1586-1612), Moscow, 1987; Idem, P. P. Bushev, “Puteshestvie iranskogo
posol’stva Mokhammeda Khosein Khan-Beka v Moskvu v 1690-1692 vv.” (The
Journey of the Iranian envoy Moḥammad Ḥosayn Khan Beg to Moscow in
1690-92), Strany i Narody Vostoka 18, 1976, p. 135; E. Zevakin, “Konflikt Rossii s
Perseie v serednie XVII stoletiia” (The Conflict between Russia and Persia in
the mid 17th-Century), Azerbaidzhian v nachale XVIII veka 8/4, 1929, pp. 24-31;
N. G. Kukanova, Ocherki po istorii russko-iranskich torgovych otnoshenii v XVII
– pervoi polovine XIX veka (Essays on the history of Russo-Iranian commercial
relations from the 17th to the first half of the 19th century), Saransk, 1977; R.
Matthee, “Anti-Ottoman Politics and Transit Rights: The Seventeenth-Century
Trade in Silk between Safavid Iran and Muscovy,” Cahiers du monde russe 35,
1994, pp. 739-61; Idem, “Anti-Ottoman Concerns and Caucasian Interests:
Diplomatic Relations between Iran and Russia, 1587-1639,” in Mazzaoui, ed.,
Safavid Iran and Her Neighbors, pp. 101-28.

Brandenburg-Prussia. Relations with Brandenburg-Prussia are discussed in M.
Hundt, “‘Woraus nichts geworden’. Brandenburg-Preussens Handel mit Persien
(1668-1720), Hamburg, 1997.

Netherlands. Much Dutch source material for the early relations between Iran
and Holland is assembled in H. Dunlop, ed., Bronnen tot de geschiedenis der
Oostindische Compagnie in Perziл 1611-1638, The Hague, 1930; and W. Ph.
Coolhaas, ed., Generale missiven van Gouverneurs-generaal en Raden aan Heren
XVII der Verenigde Oost-Indische Compagnie, 1610-1729, 8 vols., The Hague,
1960-88. C. Speelman, Journaal der reis van den gezant der O.I. Compagnie Joan
Cuneaus naar Perziл in 1651-1652, ed. A. Hotz, Amsterdam, 1908, is the day-to-
day account of a Dutch mission to the court of Shah ʿAbbās II. Modern studies
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include M. A. P. Meilink-Roelofsz, “The Earliest Relations between Persia and
the Netherlands,” Persica 6, 1977, pp. 1-50; W. Floor, Awwalin sofarā-ye Irān
wa Holand, Tehran, 1978. Idem, Baroftādan-e Ṣafawiān wa barāmadan-e
Maḥmud-e Afḡān, ed., tr. A. Serri. Tehran, 1986; Idem, Commercial Conflict
between Persia and the Netherlands, 1712-1718, Durham, U.K., 1988; Idem, “The
Dutch and the Persian Silk Trade,” in C. Melville, ed., Safavid Persia, pp. 323-68;
W. Floor and M. H. Faghfoory, The First Dutch-Persian Commercial Conflict: The
Attack on Qeshm Island, 1645, Costa Mesa, Calif., 2004; and R. Matthee,
“Negotiating Across Cultures: The Dutch Van Leene Mission to the Court of
Shah Sulaymān, 1689-1692,” Eurasian Studies 3/1, 2004, pp. 35-64. R. Matthee,
“A Sugar Banquet for the Shah: Anglo-Dutch Competition at the Iranian Court
of Šāh Sultān Husayn (r. 1694-1722),” Eurasian Studies 5, pp. 195-218, discusses
Ango-Dutch competition at the late Safvid court.

Britain. For commercial and diplomatic relations with England, scattered
information can be found in E. Delmar and C. H. Coote, eds., Early Voyages and
Travels to Russia and Persia by Anthony Jenkinson and Other Englishmen, New
York, 1886; W. N. Sainsbury, ed., Calendar of State Papers, Colonial Ser., II, East
Indies, China and Japan, 1617-1621, London, 1870; III, East Indies, China and
Japan 1622-1624, London, 1878; IV, East Indies, China and Persia, 1625-1629,
London, 1884; V, East Indies and Persia, 1630-1634, London, 1892; F. C. Danvers
and W. Foster, eds., Letters Received by the East India Company from Its
Servants in the East Transcribed from the ‘Original Correspondence’ Series of
the India Office Records, vols. 3-5, 1615-1617, London, 1896-1901; W. Foster, ed.,
The English Factories in India, 1622-1660, 9 vols., Oxford, 1908-21; and Ch.
Fawcett, ed., The English Factories in India, 1670-1677, Oxford, 1936. For
studies see R. W. Ferrier, “The European Diplomacy of Shāh ʿAbbās and the
First Persian Embassy to England,” Iran 11, 1973, pp. 75-92; Idem, “British-
Persian Relations in the 17th Century,” Ph.D. diss., University of Cambridge,
1970; Idem, “The Armenians and the East India Company in Persia in the
Seventeenth and Early Eighteenth Century,” Economic History Review, 2nd
ser., 26, 1973, pp. 38-62; Idem, “The Terms and Conditions under which English
Trade was Transacted with Safavid Persia,” BSOAS 49, 1986, pp. 48-66.

France. Relations with France are covered by A. Kroell, “Louis XIV, la Perse et
Mascate,” Le monde iranien et l’Islam 4, 1976-77, pp. 1-78; and W. Floor, “The
Lost Files of Jean Billon de Cancerille and French-Persian Relations at the
Beginning of the Eighteenth Century,” Eurasian Studies 2/1, 2003, pp. 43-94.

Missionary activities. For Western missionaries in Persia see S. Zaleski, Misje w
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Persji w XVII I XVIII wieku pod protektoratem Polski, Cracow, 1882; G. Goyau,
“L’évèque François Picquet dans Ispahan (Juillet 1682-Mai 1684),” Revue des
études historiques 102, 1935, pp. 137-58; H. Chick, ed., A Chronicle of the
Carmelites in Persia and the Papal Mission of the XVIIth and XVIIIth Centuries,
2 vols., London, 1939; J. Krzyszkowski, “Entre Varsovie et Ispahan. Le P.
Ignace-François Zapolski S.J.,” Archivum historicum Societatis Jesu 18/35, 1949,
pp. 85-117; see also the following works by Carlos Alonso, O.S.A. “Due lettere
riguardante i primi tempi delle missioni agostiniane in Persia,” Analecta
augustiniana 24, 1961, pp. 152-201; Idem, “El P. José de Rosario, O.S.A., y la
missione augustiniana de Persia,” Analecta augustiniana 29, 1966, pp. 272-315;
Idem, “Nueva documentación inedita sobre las missiones agustinianes en la
India y en Persia (1571-1609),” Analecta augustiniana 33, 1970, pp. 310-93;
Idem, “El convento agustiniano de Ispahan durante el periodo 1621-1671.
Documentación inédita,” Analecta augustiniana 36, 1973, pp. 247-308; Idem, “El
P. Antonio de Gouvea O.S.A. y la embajada persa de Dengiz Beg (1609-1612),
Analecta historicum 38, 1975, pp. 63-94; Idem, Missioneros Agustinos en
Georgia (siglo XVII). Estudios de historia agustiniana, Valladolid, 1978; Idem,
“El P. Simon de Moreas, Pionero de las missiones agustinianas en Persia
(1585),” Analecta augustiniana 62, 1979, pp. 343-72; Idem, “La embajada persa
de Denguiz-Beg y Antonio de Gouvea osa a la luz de nuevos documentos,”
Archivo agustiniano 44, 1980, pp. 49-115; Idem, “Cartas del P. Melchor de los
Angeles, OSA, y otros documentos sobre su actividad en Persia (1610-1619),”
Analecta augustiniana 44, 1981, pp. 249-98; Idem, “Cautiverio en Argel y
liberación de Antonio de Gouvea, O.S.A. ob. tit. de Cirene (1620-21),” La Ciudad
de Dios Real Monasterio de el Escorial 194/2-3, 1981, pp. 475-91; “El convento
augstiniano de Ispahan durante el periodo 1690-1702,” Archivo agustiniano 47,
1983, pp. 41-83; Idem, “Novнsimo florilegio documental sobre los Augostinos
en Persia (1608-1622),” Analecta augustiniana 50, 1987, pp. 45-119; Idem, “Una
embajada de Clemente VIII a Persia (1600-1609), Archivum Historiae
Pontinficiae 34, 1996, pp. 7-125; Antonio de Gouvea, O.S.A. Diplomático y
visidador apostólico en Persia (†1628), Valladolid, 2000. A. Hartmann, “William
of St. Augustin and His Time,” Analecta augustiniana 20, 1970, pp. 181-234,
580-636; J. Metzler, “Nicht erfüllte Hoffnungen in Persien,” in Idem, ed., Sacrae
Congegationis de Propaganda Fide memoria rerum , I/1, Rome, 1971, pp.
680-706; A. Eszer O.P., “Sebatian Knab O.P. Erzbischof von Naxijewan
(1682-1690). Neue Forschungen zu seinem Leben,” Archivum Fratrum
Praedicatorum 43, 1973, pp. 215-86; F. Richard, “Un Augustin portugais renégat
apologiste de l’Islam chiite au début de XVIIIe siècle,” Moyen Orient et Océan
Indien 1, 1984, pp. 73-85; Idem, “L’apport des missionnaires européens а la



SAFAVID DYNASTY (CONT.)|Rudi Matthee

27

connaissance de l’Iran en Europe et de l’europe а l’Iran,” in C. Calmard, ed.,
Études safavides, pp. 251-66; L. Gil, “Las missiones luso-espaсolas en Persia y la
Christianidad armena (1600-1614),” Sefarad 46, 1986, pp. 207-18. Z. Pucko, “The
Activity of Polish Jesuits in Persia and Neighboring Countries in the 17th and
18th Centuries,” in C. Melville, ed., Procceedings of the Third European
Conference of Iranian Studies, pt. 2, Wiesbaden, 1999, pp. 309-15. R.
Gulbenkian, “Relaçхes religiosas entre os Arménios e os Agostinhos
portugueses na Pérsia no século XVII,” Anais, 2nd ser., 37, 1998, pp. 305-52; M.
Sotuda and I. Afšār, ed., Asnād-e pāderiyān-e Kārmeli: Bāzmānda az ʿaṣr-e Šāh
ʿAbbās-e Ṣafawi, Tehran, 1383/2004; F. Richard, “Le père Aimè Chezaud
controversite et ses manuscripts persans,” Nāma-ye Bahārestān 6-7 (Spring-
Winter 2005-2006), 7-18.

Economy and trade. For aspects of the Safavid economy see: M. Kh. Geidarov,
Resmeslennoe proizvodstvo vo gorodakh Azerbaidzhana v XVII v . (Crafts
production in the cities of Azarbaijan in the 17th Century), Baku, 1967; M.
Keyvani, Artisans and Guild Life in the Later Safavid Period: Contributions to
the Social-economic History of Persia, Berlin, 1982; K. K. Kutsiia, Sotsialno-
ekonomicheskaia struktura I sotsialnaia bor’ba v gorodakh Sefevidskogo Irana
(The socioeconomic structure and the social struggle in the cities of Safavid
Iran), Tiflis, 1990; R. Matthee, “Politics and Trade in Late Safavid Iran:
Commercial Crisis and Government Reaction under Shah Solayman
(1666-1694),” Ph.D. diss., University of California at Los Angeles, 1991; W.
Floor, The Economy of Safavid Persia, Wiesbaden, 2000; Ḥ. Amiri, “Taškilāt-e
māli-ye ḥokumat-e Ṣafawiya,” Irānšenāḵt 18, 2000, pp. 146-73. For the
economic organization of New Jolfa, see E. Herzig, “The Family Firm in the
Commercial Organisation of the Julfa Armenians,” in J. Calmard, ed., Études
safavides, pp. 287-304; and I. Bagdiantz-McCabe, “Silk and Silver: The Trade
and Oganization of New Julfa at the End of the Seventeenth Century,” Revue
des études arméniennes 25, 1994-95, pp. 389-416. On textiles, see the
contributions in C, Bier, ed., Woven from the Soul, Spun from the Heart,
Washington D.C., 1987; R. Matthee, “The East India Company Trade in Kerman
Wool, 1658-1730,” in Calmard, ed., Etudes safavides, pp. 343-83; W. Floor, The
Persian Textile Industry in Historical Perspective 1500-1925, Paris, 1999. Safavid
taxation is explained in W. Floor, A Fiscal History of Iran in the Safavid and
Qajar Periods, 1500-1925, New York, 1998. Merchants and trade are studied in
E. Herzig “The Volume of Iranian Raw Silk Exports in the Safavid Period,”
Iranian Studies 25, 1992, pp. 61-80; R. Klein, “Trade in the Safavid Port City of
Bandar Abbas and the Persian Gulf Area (ca. 1600-1680). A Study of Selected
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Aspects,” Ph.D. diss., University of London, 1993-94; Idem, “Caravan Trade in
Safavid Iran (First Half of the 17th Century), in J. Calmard, ed., Études
safavides, pp. 305-18; A. Kroell, “Bandar ʿAbbās à la fin du règne des Safavides,”
in J. Calmard, ed., Études safavides, pp. 319-42; S. Dale, Indian Merchants and
Eurasian Trade, 1600-1750, Cambridge, U.K., 1994; R. Matthee, The Politics of
Trade in Safavid Iran: Silk for Silver, 1600-1730, Cambridge, U.K., 1999; Idem,
“Merchants in Safavid Iran: Participants and Perceptions,” Journal of Early
Modern History 4, 2000, pp. 233-68; H. Jabbari, Trade and Commerce between
Iran and India during the Safavid Period, Delhi, 2003. For the trade and
consumption of coffee see R. Matthee “Coffee in Safavid Iran: Commerce and
Consumption,” JESHO 37, 1994, pp. 12-32. Minting, coinage and monetary
issues are discussed in H. L. Rabino di Borgomale, Coins, Medals, and Seals of
the Shahs of Iran, 1500-1941. Hertford, U.K., 1945; Idem, Album of Coins,
Medals, and Seals of the Shahs of Iran (1500-1941), Oxford, 1951; M. A.
Dobrynin, “Stikotvornye legendy na monetakh Sefevidov,” Epigrafika Vostoka
8, 1952, pp. 63-76; A. M. Radzhabli, “Iz istorii monetnogo dela v sefevidskom
gosudarstve,” Trudy Muzeia Istorii Azerbaidzhana 4, 1961, pp. 44-67; T. S.
Kuteliia, Gruziya i sefevidskiĭ Iran (po dannym numizmatiki), (Georgia and
Safavid Iran, on the basis of numismatic data) Tiflis, 1979; S. Album, A
Checklist of Islamic Coins, 2nd ed., Santa Rosa, Calif., 1998; W. Floor and P.
Clawson. “Safavid Iran’s Search for Silver and Gold,” IJMES 32, 2000, pp.
345-68; R. Matthee, “Between Venice and Surat: The Trade in Gold in Safavid
Iran,” Modern Asian Studies 34, 2000, pp. 223-55; Idem, “Mint Consolidation
and the Worsening of the Late Safavid Coinage: The Mint of Huwayza,” JESHO,
2001, pp. 505-39; Idem, “The Safavid Mint of Huwayza: The Numismatic
Evidence,” in A. Newman, ed., Society and Culture in the Early Modern Middle
East, pp. 265-91. Technology in the Safavid period is covered in P. Mohebbi,
Techniques et resources en Iran du 7e au 19e siècle, Paris and Tehran, 1996. On
medicine see C. Elgood, Safavid Surgery, Oxford, 1966; Idem, Safavid Medical
Practice, London, 1970; A. Newman, “Bāqir al-Majlisī and Islamicate Medicine:
Safavid Medical Theory and Practice Re-examined,” in Idem, ed., Society and
Culture in the Early Modern Middle East, pp. 371-96; and W. Floor, “The Import
of Indian Textiles into Safavid Persia, Eurasian Studies 5, 2006, pp. 107-42; M.
Subtelny, “Making a Case for Agriculture: The Irshad al-Ziraʿa and its Role in
the Politicial Economy of Early Safavid Iran,” in Proceedings of the Second
European Conference of Iranian Studies, Rome, 1995, pp. 685-700.

Military History. Military issues are covered in J. Qozanlu, Tāriḵ-e neẓāmi-ye
Irān, 2 vols., Tehran, 1936; L. Lockhart, “The Persian Army in the Safavid
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Period,” Der Islam 24, 1959, pp. 89-98; R. Savory, “The Sherley Myth,” Iran 5,
1967, pp. 73-82; M. Haneda, Le Chah et les Qizilbāš. Le système militaire
safavide, Berlin, 1987; Idem, “L’évolution de la garde royale des Safavides,”
Moyen-Orient et Océan Indien 1, 1984, pp. 41-64, Eng. tr. in Iranian Studies 22,
1989, pp. 57-86; R. Matthee, “Unwalled Cities and Restless Nomads: Firearms
and Artillery in Safavid Iran,” in Melville, ed., Safavid Persia, pp. 389-416; and
in W. Floor, Safavid Government Institutions, Costa Mesa, 2001, pp. 124-280; M.
Gronke, “The Persian court between Palace and Tent: From Timur to ʿAbbas I,”
in L. Golombek and M. Subtelny eds., Timurids Art and Culture: Iran and
Central Asia in the Fifteenth Century, Muqarnas, suppl. 6, 1992, pp. 18-22; M. T.
Emāmi, “Ṣolh-e Amāsiya az didgāh-e mowarreḵin-e Tork,” Motāleʿ āt-e tāriḵi,
żamima-ye Majalla-ye Daneškada-ye adabiyat va ʿolum-e ensāni 7-8, 2005, pp.
19-32.

Language and literature. Moḥammad Ṭāher Naṣrābādi, Taḏkera-ye naṣrābādi,
ed. M. Nāji Naṣrābādi, 2 vols., Tehran, 1999. W. Heinz, Der indische Stil in der
persischen Literatur, Wiesbaden, 1973. A. R. Zakāwati Qavaguža, Gozida-ye
ašʿār-e sabk-e hendi, Tehran, 1993; J. Perry, “Persian during the Safavid Period:
Sketch for an Etat de Langue,” in C. Melville, ed., Safavid Persia, pp. 269-84; P.
Losensky, Welcoming Fighani, Costa Mesa, Calif. 1998; Idem, “The Palace of
Praise and the Melons of Time: Descriptive Patterns in ʿAbdi Bayk Šīrāzī’s
Garden of Eden,” Eurasian Studies 2/1, 2003, pp. 1-30; Idem, “‘The Equal of
Heaven’s Vault’: The Design, Ceremony, and Poetry of the ‘asanābād Bridge,”
in Writers and Rulers: Perspectives on their Relationship from Abbasid to
Safavid Times, ed. B. Grundler and L. Marlow, Wiesbaden, 2004, pp. 195-216; J.
Calmard, “Popular Literature under the Safavids,” in A. Newman, ed., Society
and Culture in the Early Modern Middle East, pp. 341-50; S. Dale, “A Safavid
Poet in the Heart of Darkness: The Indian Poems of Ashraf Mazandarani,” in
M. Mazzaoui, ed., Safavid Iran and Her Neighbors, pp. 63-80; and E. Echraqi,
“Les alentour du Palais du gouvernement safavide а Qazvin dans les poèmes d’
ʿAbdi Beg Navīdī,” Eurasian Studies 5, 2006, pp. 79-92; T. Gandjei, “Turkish at
the Safavid Court of Isfahan,” Turcica 21-23, 1991, pp. 311-18.

The Arts of the Book. An important original source for Safavid art is Qāżi
Aḥmad’s treatise, tr. V. Minorsky as Calligraphers and Painters, Washington,
D.C., 1959. Important editions of illustrated manuscrips include the Šāhnāma-
ye Ṭahmāsb (earlier known as the Houghton Šāhnāma), by Stuart Welch and
Martin Dickson in The Houghton Shahnameh, Cambridge, 1981, and the
Safavid copy of the Haft Awrang, reproduced by Marianne Simpson in Sultan
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Ibrahim Mirza’s Haft Awrang: A Princely Manuscript from Sixteenth-Century
Iran, New Haven, Conn., 1997. For studies of different aspects of Safvid art see:
A. S. Melikian-Chirvani, ed., Le chant du monde. L’art de l’Iran safavide
1501-1736, Paris, 2007. A. Welch, Artists for the Shah: Late Sixteenth-Century
Paintings at the Imperial Center of Iran, New Haven, Conn., 1976; Idem, Persian
Painting: Five Royal Safavid Manuscripts of the Sixteenth Century, New York,
1976; Idem, Wonders of the Age: Masterpieces of Early Safavid Painting,
1501-1576, Cambridge, Mass., 1979; and Idem, “Worldy and Otherworldly Love
in Safavid Painting,” in R. Hillenbrand, ed., Persian Painting from the Mongols
to the Qajars, pp. 301-17. See also M. Farhad, “Safavid Single Page Painting,
1629-1666,” Ph.D. diss., Harvard University, 1987; Idem, “The Art of Musavvir:
A Mirror of His Times,” in S. R. Canby, ed., Persian Masters: Five Centuries of
Painting, Bombay, 1990, pp. 113-28; C. Adle, “Autopsie in absentia. Sur la date
de l’introduction de l’album de Bahrâm Mîrzâ par Dûst Mohammad en
951/1544-45,” Stud. Ir. 19, 1990, pp. 219-56; B. W. Robinson, “Muhammadī and
the Khurasān Style,” Iran 30, 1992, pp. 17-29; A. T. Adamova, “On the
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