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SADA-YE ESFAHAN

SADA-YE ESFAHAN, weekly newspaper published in Isfahan with lengthy
interruptions from 15 Esfand 1300 until the first few months of 1323 S. (6
March 1921 to April/May 1944). The managing director and chief editor of the
paper was Mirza Mohammad-‘Ali Mokrem Habibabadi (1887-1965), a former
seminarian turned journalist. He also practiced law and eventually became
the director of the library at the city hall in Isfahan. He also published the
papers Sepahan and Mokrem, and was the managing director-editor of the
magazine Baladiya-ye Esfahan. His satirical poems in the paper drew the
wrath of the clergy, and disapproval from opponents of the Pahlavi regime as
well as some other Isfahan journalists (Bayat and Kuhestani, eds., pp. 119-35).
Mohammad-Taqi Bahar, who had been banished to Isfahan, referred to him as
a police informant (Bahar, I, p. 104) and satirized him in a poem.

The contents of Sada-ye Esfahan fall into three categories: serious short
articles, satirical pieces in verse and prose addressing social issues, and local
news that mainly focused on local dignitaries. The distinctive feature of the
paper was Mokrem’s satirical writings, in particular those in verse, which
would rapidly become the talk of the town (see samples in Sadr Hasemi, pp.
26, 118). They provided Mokrem with admirers as well as enemies, especially
in the religious establishment. His verses ridiculing popular beliefs and
superstitions caused many complaints to be filed against him and Sada-ye
Esfahan with the authorities. He was also the subject of an assassination
attempt in 1923, but he survived the gunshot wound (Sadr Hasemi, p. 27).

Sada-ye Esfahan supported Reza Khan Sardar-e Sepah and continued to do so
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after the latter ascended the throne as Reza Shah Pahlavi and, therefore, was a
beneficiary of the state’s financial assistance (Ganjina-ye asnad).

Sada-ye Esfahan was printed in chronological order at ‘Erfan, Sa‘adat, and
Habl-al-Matin printing houses in four three-column pages of approximately 28
x 40.5. The annual subscription rate inside Persia was fifty krans at first, later
increasing to sixty krans. Incomplete sets are kept at the Central Library of the
University of Tehran, Mo’ssasa-ye Mo’assesa-ye motala‘at-e tarik-e mo‘aser-e
Iran, and the University of Isfahan’s Central Library.
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