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RASTKIZ

RASTKIZ (Resurrection): With the outbreak of the First World War, a group of
Iranian expatriates in Europe, headed by Sayyed Hasan Taqizada, formed the
Iranian Nationalists Committee (Komita-ye melliun-e Irani) in Berlin in
opposition to the Anglo-Russian domination of Iran. The strongly pro-German
Committee established regular contacts with Iranian activists both inside and
outside Iran, and dispatched a group of intellectuals to the west of Iran and to
what is now Iraq, early in the summer of 1915, to advance the Committee’s
agenda, including the publication of a newspaper. Named Rastkiz, it circulated
weekly in Baghdad. Eight issues were published, from 26 Ramazan to 17 Du’l-
ga‘da, 1333/August 8, to September 28, 1915; until the approach of the English
forces resulted in the suspension of its publication in Baghdad and its move to
Kermans$ah. Subsequently, Rastkiz was circulated twice a week in Kermans$ah,
and a total of sixteen issues were published from 19 Safar to 10 Rabi" I, 1334/
January 1 through February 14, 1916, until the approach of the Russian forces
precluded further activity (Purdavud, p. 11). Returning briefly to Baghdad, the
last issue was printed there on 29 Jomada I, 1334/April 3, 1916 (Mostafavi, p.
94), after which Rastkiz was closed down permanently due to the objections
and opposition of the Ottoman authorities (Purdavud, “Nama az Eslambol be
Taqizada, 10 August 1916,” in Namaha-ye Tehran, ed. Hasan Taqizada, Tehran,
1999, p. 8).

Ebrahim Purdavud was the primary force behind Rastkiz, and the author of
the majority of the articles and poems that were published in the newspaper.
However, his name did not appear on the masthead until the 11th issue. In
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Baghdad a certain ‘Abd-al-Amir, and in Kermansah, Mohammad Taqi Yazdi,
were identified as the managing editors. Some sources (Aryanpur, I, p. 279;
Balay p.113) have identified Mohammad ‘Ali Jamalzada as a collaborator with,
and at times founder of Rastkiz, but this is unfounded. Similarly
unsubstantiated is the assertion that Mehdi Farahpur, publisher of Bisotun,
worked on the issues of Rastkiz that were printed in Kermansah (Marduk
Rowhani, p. 250). It should also be noted that Rastkiz newspaper, contrary to
the assertion of Mohammad Mohit Tabataba’i (Mohit Tabataba’i p. 203), was
not the organ of the provisional government, which was formed in Kermansah
in February 1916, and was headed by Reza-Qoli Nezam-al-Saltana Mafi.

Rastkiz was, above all, a political newspaper with a nationalist bent and pro-
German tendencies. The editorials played an important role in the newspaper,
and were always accompanied by a patriotic verse from Purdavud, published
under the pen name Gol. The first issue of the newspaper in Kermansah
featured a political mosammat in Kurdish, which was also reprinted in Kaweh
in Berlin (“A$‘ar-e kordi-e vatani,” Kaweh, Jomada I, 1334). Rastkiz of
Kermans$ah, in contrast to Rastkiz of Baghdad, also featured non-political

articles.

In Baghdad, Rastkiz was printed by Matba‘a-ye Dankur, and consisted of 4
pages measuring 28 x 40 cm. It was printed in 4 columns without images, with
high quality paper and lettering. The first issue consisted of 8 pages. The
annual subscription in Iran was 1 toman and in the Ottoman Empire, 30
Kurus. In Kermansah, the newspaper was printed in Serafat Ahmadi printing
house. The first five issues measured 23.5%35 cm, arranged in two columns
without images. Subsequently, the newspaper measured 31.5x42 cm, and was
arranged in three columns. The annual subscription was established at 12
geran in Kermansah.

An incomplete series of Rastkiz is kept in the Majles Library and a number of
Baghdad issues in the Mo’assesa-ye motale‘at-e tarik-e mo‘aser.
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