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PUYANDA, MOHAMMAD-
JAFAR

PUYANDA, Mohammad-Ja‘far (b. Yazd, 17 Kordad 1333/7 June 1954; d.
Tehran, 18 Adar 1377/9 December 1998, FIGURE 1), scholar and translator of
literary texts and sociological studies. Puyanda finished his primary and
secondary education in Yazd before going to Tehran, where he received his
MA degree in Law from the University of Tehran. In 1974, he went to France to
study the sociology of literature, returning to Iran shortly before the
Revolution of 1979.

Puyanda entertained strong sympathies for the leftist movement of Iran, but
he did not believe in the traditional ideas of Marxism and never joined any
political organization or party, although he was a diligent defender of
democracy and unlimited freedom of speech and belief. He was, however an
active member of the Writers Association of Iran (Kanun-e nevisandagan-e
Iran).

He learned French in his early twenties and began to translate its literary
texts. Despite the trouble of poor health and poverty, he devoted most of his
time and energy to his works, producing more than twenty books in a few
years.

One month before his unexpected death, the ceiling of his rental room
collapsed and his desk and books were buried under debris. He referred to the
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pressure and distressful financial condition that he was experiencing in a note
at the introduction of his translation of History and Class Information: “I
continued the translation during my worst financial and psychological
situation. Perhaps it was the combined force of these pressure that stimulated
me to do this work. In fact what kind of consolation could be better to me than
the translation of one of the most important books of the world in recognition
of the contemporary world and its class oppression and injustice?”

His choice of texts for translations clearly reflect his belief in human rights
and freedom. He also participated in a round-table panel organized by the
weekly Adina (now banned), and discussed the issue of human rights in Iran.
He had a key role in reorganizing the Writers Association in August 1998,and a
few months later, on 8 December 1998, he was kidnapped on IranSahr Avenue
in Tehran and later his suffocated body was found in the area of Badamak
village, Sahriar district, a suburb of Tehran (Bidar, 1999). He was another
victim of the serial murders, most probably political, that occurred in the
1990s.
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