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OZGAND

OZGAND (or Ozkind; Persian and Arabic: Uzkand), in the Middle Ages, a
thriving city on the eastern edge of the Ferghana basin, and administrative
center of that region in the Qarluq period. Ozgind lay on the “river of Ozgiand”
(now the Qara Su), one of the tributaries of the Jaxartes; two arms of the river
flowed through the suburbs of Ozgiand. At times the whole of Transoxiana was
ruled from here. After the dismemberment of the Qarluqg Empire at the
beginning of the 11th century the town belonged to the “western” Ilig-khans.
In 1089/90 they repulsed the onslaught of the Seljuqs and thereby preserved
the province’s independence. In 1141, Ozgénd, along with the whole Ferghana
basin, came under the sovereignty of the Qaraketai. They retained a small
amount of territory around the city even under the Mongols: their authority in
the area was confirmed by the Great Khan Mongke (1251-59). Thereafter the
city declined in importance. In the Timurid and Shaibanid periods, Andijan
became the capital of the Ferghana basin. Around 1470, the Uzbeks occupied
the northern bank of the Jaxartes (Sir-Darya) between Signaq and Ozgiand
without meeting any resistance from their allies, the Timurids. The town then
dwindled into insignificance. Together with the Ferghana basin, it came under
Russian sovereignty in 1876 and became known as Uzgen.
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