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KURDISH TRIBES

KURDISH TRIBES. Kurdish tribes are found throughout Persia, eastern
Anatolia and northern Iraq, but very few comprehensive lists of them have
been published. The one most often cited is that of Francois Bernard Charmoy,
which was based on the Saraf-nama by the 16th-century Kurdish historian
Saraf-al-Din Bedlisi (q.v.; I, pp. 55-85). An attempt to present an up-to-day list of
Kurdish tribes follows.

KURDISH TRIBES IN PERSIA

Western Azarbaijan. The most important Kurdish tribes in that region are
Jalali (q.v.; around Maku), Milan (also around Maku), Haydaranlu (on the
Turkish border, southwest of Maku), Donboli (q.v.; Turki-speaking, around Koy
and Salmas), Korahsunni (Kurdicized Turks, southwest of Koy), Sekkak (south
of Salmas), Herki (around Urmia), Begzada (south of Urmia), Zerza (on the
Iraqi border, west of OSnaviya), Piran (on the Iraqi border, southwest of
Naqgada), Mamas (around Naqada), Mangur (southwest of Mahabad), Mokri
(around Mahabad), Dehbokri (east of Mahabad), Gowrak (south of Mahabad,
around SardaSt and northwest of Saqqez), Malkari (around Sardast), Suseni
(west of Saqqez), Fayz-Allah-begi (northeast of Saqqez). (For details, see AfSar
Sistani, pp. 137-95; Komisiun-e melli, pp. 117-29.)

Eastern Azarbaijan. In Qarajadag (today Arasbaran), that is, the region
between the Aras river and the Sabalan mountain range, there are six Shi'ite,
Turki-speaking tribes of Kurdish origin: Calabianlu (q.v.), Mohammad Kanlu,
Hosaynaklu, Haji ‘Alilu (q.v.), Hasan Beglu, and Qaracorlu. In Kalkal, that is,
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the region between the Bozgus$ mountains and the Qezel Uzen (owzan) river,
there are seven Shi‘ite, Turki-speaking tribes of Kurdish origin: Delikanlu,
Kolukjanlu (an offshoot of the Sekkak), Satranlu (also an offshoot of the
Sekkak), Ahmadlu, Sadlu, Ra§vand, and Mamanlu. Finally, there are Shi'‘ite,
Turki-speaking Sekkak occupying vast areas northeast and northwest of
Miyana. (See AfSar-Sistani, pp. 109-25; Oberling, 1964; idem, 1961, pp. 52-57,
80.)

Kurdistan. The most important Kurdish tribes in this region are: Sarsiv (on the
Iraqi border, south of Bana), Tilaku'i (Kurdicized Turks, around Sonnata and
Zaga), Bani Ardalan (around Senna [Sanandaj]), Jaf (southwest of Senna
[Sanandaj]), Hulilan (southeast of Kermansah), and the following tribes
between Kermansah (present-day Baktaran) and the Iraqi border: Guran,
Kalhor, Sanjabi, §arafbayani, Kerindi, Bajalan (q.v.), Nanakuli, and Zangana.
(See AfSar-Sistani, pp. 223-59; Komisiun-e melli, pp. 130-33; also multiple
entries in Nikitine and Arfa.)

Hamadan. According to Marduk Kordestani (I, pp. 86 and 98), the Kurdish
tribes in this province are: Jamiri, Juzikan, and Sahjan.

Luristan. According to Oskar Mann (p. XXIII), the Delfan and Selsela groups of
tribes, the Arma’i tribe of the Tarhan group of tribes, and the Bayranvand
tribe in the PiS-e Kuh speak Laki. According to Marduk Kordestani (I, pp. 78,
86), both the Itivand and the Judeki tribes in the PiS-e Kuh are Kurdish. There
is also a large tribe by the name of Kord in the PoSt-e Kuh (Rabino, 1916, pp.
40-45).

Kuzestan. There are three groups of Zangana and one of Jalali in the Janneki
Garmsir, northeast of Ahvaz. They were brought there by Nadir Shah (Qa’em
Magqami). There was also a tribe by the name of Al bu Kord which occupied
seven villages on the Karun river south of Ahvaz (Lorimer, II, pp. 121, 1042).

Gilan. There have been two important Kurdish tribes in this province: RiSvand
(or Rasvand) and ‘Amarlu (q.v.). According to Rabino, the RiSvand formed part
of the Baban tribe of Solaymaniya and were moved to Gilan by Shah ‘Abbas I.
Later, they were chased out of most of their choice pasturelands by the
‘Amarlu, who were moved to Gilan from northwestern Persia by Nader Shah
(Rabino, 1916-17, pp. 260-61; tr., pp. 304-6). The RiSvand now live mostly in
Qazvin province. The ‘Amarlu occupy some fifty villages between Menjil and
Pirakuh in southeastern Gilan. (See Fortescue, pp. 319-20; Marduk Kordestani,
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L, pp. 100-1; AfSar Sistani, pp. 132-34.)

Mazandaran. There are three major Kurdish tribes in the province: Modanlu
(north of Sari), Jahanbeglu (north of Sari), and Kvajavand (south of Nowsahr).
The Kvajavand tribe, according to L. S. Fortescue (p. 317), “was originally
brought from Garrus (q.v.) and Kurdistan by Nader Shah.” The Modanlu and
Jahanbeglu tribes were probably also moved to Mazanderan by Nader Shah.
According to Rabino (1913, p. 441).

Qazvin. The most important Kurdish tribes in this province are Giatvand (q.v.),
Kakavand, Risvand, and Ma‘afi. The Giatvand tribe dwells along the Qezel
Uzen and Sahrud rivers. According to Parviz Varjavand (pp. 456-57), it was
transplanted from western Persia by Aga Mohammad Khan Qajar. The
Kakavand tribe lives northeast of Qerva, on the Siah Dahan-Zanjan road. The
Resvand tribe occupies the districts of Alamut and Rudbar. The Ma‘afi tribe
dwells near the Qazvin-Tehran road (Fortescue, pp. 325-26). According to
Varjavand (pp. 459-60), there are also small groups of Bajalan, Behtu'i,
Camisgazak, Jalilvand, and Kalhor in the province.

Tehran. The Pazuki tribe is the principal Kurdish group in the province.
According to Albert Houtum-Schindler (p. 50), it was once a powerful tribe
residing near Erzurum in Anatolia; but it was broken up in the late 16th
century, a fragment settling down around Varamin and Gar. In the Tehran
region are also fragments of the following tribes: Hedavand, Burbur, Uryad,
Zerger, Kord Baca, Nanakuli, and Qaracorlu (Kayhan, II, p. 111); and in Sava
there are Kalhor Kurds (AfSar Sistani, p. 1115).

Isfahan. According to Marduk Kordestani (I, p. 79), there is a Kurdish tribe in
this province by the name of Bazinjan. Moreover, the name of the town Sahr-e
Kord southwest of Isfahan evidence the existence of Kurds in that region in
the past (cf. Kord in Fars mentioned below). This is reinforced by the remarks
of early Muslim geographers (Mas‘udi, Tanbih, p. 88; EsAtakri, pp. 98-99, 115;
Ebn Hawqal, p. 265; Moqaddasi, p. 447).

Fars. According to Marduk Kordestani (I, pp. 75-117), there are more than
thirty small Kurdish tribes in Fars. Many of these are undoubtedly remnants
of tribes that followed Karim Khan Zand to Fars; after the fall of the Zand
dynasty, they were absorbed as clans by the Qasqa’i tribal confederacy. They
include the Saqqgez, Zangana (five separate groups, including one that today
forms a clan of the Kaskuli Bozorg tribe of the Qa$qa’i), Kuruni, Cegini (q.v.),
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Burbur and Uryad (clans of the Qasqa’i ‘Amala tribe), Lak and Vanda (clans of
the Qasqa’i Darrasuri tribe), Kordlu (a clan of the Qa$qa’i Qara Cahilu tribe),
and Kord-Suli. (See Oberling, 1960, pp. 76-84; idem, 1974, pp. 225-31.)
References to Kurdish tribes in Fars, as well as to a town called Kord in the
Isfahan area, go back to the 10th century (Mas‘udi, Tanbih, pp. 88-89; Ebn
Kordadbeh, p. 47; Estakri, pp. 113 ff., 125; Ebn Hawqal, pp. 264-65, 269, 270-71;
Moqgaddasi, p. 446). According to Ebn al-Balki, the five major Kurdish tribes of
Fars had been annihilated during the Arab conquest, and the Kurds that were
in Fars in the 12th century, other than the Sabankara, had been brought there
by the Buyid ‘Azad-al-Dawla. There were many Kurds in Fars in the 11th
century, including as many as five tribes of Sabankara (Ebn al-Balki, tr. pp.
5-13). Although Ebn Balki distinguishes the Sabankara from the original
Kurdish tribes of Fars, the name of one of the Sabankara five clans, Ramani
(the other four are Esma'‘ili, Karzubi, Mas‘udi, Sakani), is identical with that of
a Kurdish tribe of Fars mentioned in early sources (Estakri, p. 114; Ebn
Hawqal, p. 270; Moqgaddasi, p. 446). The Sabankara seized power from the
Buyids in Fars in 1062 and founded a dynasty of tribal rulers there (Ebn Balki,
pp. 164-67; Bosworth, p. 156). Some of the Sabankara settled down in the
district of Simakan, between Shiraz and Jahrom (Hasan Fasa’i, II, p. 314).
Today, there is still a district by the name of Sabankara near Busehr.

Khorasan. There are many thousands of Kurds in Khorasan, and most of them
are descendants of tribesmen who were moved into the province by Shah
‘Abbas I around 1600. The most important Kurdish tribes in Khorasan are:
‘Amarlu (in the Marusk plain, northwest of Niapur), Sadlu (in the district of
Bojnurd), Za'‘faranlu (in the districts of Sirvan and Quéan), Keyvanlu (in the
districts of Joveyn, Darragaz, and Radkan), Tupkanlu (around Joveyn and
Nigapur), and Qaracorlu (in the districts of Bojnurd, Sirvan, and Qucan). (See:
Afsar Sistani, pp. 984-1104; Ivanow, pp. 150-52.) The recent study of
Mohammad-Hosayn Papoli Yazdi shows the extent to which the Kurds of
Khorasan have become sedentary (pp. 23-37).

Kerman. According to Percy Sykes (p. 210), there was a small Kurdish tribe in
the Sardu (or Sarduya) region in 1900. Until recently, there was also a clan of
the AfSar tribe of Kerman by the name of Mir Kord (Oberling, 1960, p. 115).

Baluchistan. There are Kurds in northeastern Persian Baluchistan, who might
be the descendants of tribesmen who accompanied the luckless Lotf-‘Ali Khan
Zand on his desperate flight to Bam in 1794. Until the 1880s, they were
dominant in Kas§, and their leader was known as the Sardar of the Sarhad
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(Sykes, pp. 106, 107, 131; see also Bestor). Today, they are widely scattered,
some of them living on the southern slopes of the Kuh-e Taftan, others
dwelling around Magas (today, Zabol); and still others are settled in Sistan
(AfSar Sistani, p. 918). Hosayn-‘Ali Razmara mentions eight villages in the
district of BamposSt that are inhabited by Baluchi-speaking Zand tribesmen
(VIII, pp. 187, 248, 313, 315, 322, 372, 384). These probably moved to
Baluchistan at the same time as the Kurds of Kas.

KURDISH TRIBES IN TURKEY

Most of the Kurds in Turkey have become sedentary and many have lost their
tribal identity. According to Marduk Kordestani (I, pp. 75-117), at the
beginning of the 20th century the principal Kurdish tribes of Turkey were the
following. They are listed according to district (velayat). For more information
on Kurdish tribes in Turkey, see Ott Blau (pp. 608-9), Mark Sykes (pp. 451-86),
and Badile Nikitine (pp. 161-62).

Adiaman: Telya.
Afyon: Jahanbegli.

Agri: Saderli, Kalati, Haydaranli, Hamadikan, Zilanli, Badeli, Adamanli,
BaSmanli, Jalali, Bazikli.

Amasya: Aruk.
Ankara: ‘Amaranli, Naserli, Zirikanli, Judikanli, Tirikan.
Bitlis: Mudeki, Kazali, Hasananlu, Atamanikan, Jabbaranli.

Diarbakir: Diarbakri, Musek, §ayl_<dudénli, Surkisli, Dersimli, Kazali, BeSeri,
Tirikan, Puran, Bekiran, Raskutanli.

Elazig: Gurus, Kulbaban, Sinan, ASmi$art, Behirmaz.

Erzurum: Herka’i, Zirikanli, Hasananli, Pizianli, Rasvan.
Gaziantep: Delikanli

Hakari: Keka, Semsiki, Neri, Hakari, Hasananlu, Balikar, Dinari.

Kaysari: Hajibanli.
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Kirsehir: ‘Amaranli, Taburowgli, Barakatli.
Konya: Kalkani.
Malatya: Sinaminli

Maras (Mar‘a$): Gugarisanli, Kikan, Valiani, Nederli, Nasadira, Duganli,
Delikanli, Jelikanli, Balikanli.

Mardin: Dakuri, Tur‘abedin.

Mus: Mamakanli, Lulanlj, Sekerli, Panjinan, Silukan, Selivan, Hasananli, Azli,
Panijari, Zerzan, Balikan.

Siirt (Se‘ert): Miran, Musek, Kavian, Dersimli, Dakuri, Hosayni, Jazirian,
Panjinan.

Sivas: Kuceri, AkceSmi.

Tokat (Toqgat): Aruk.

Tunceli (Tunjeli): Milli, Dersimli.

Urfa: Givaran, ‘Alus, Capkasan, Abu Taher, Emerzan, Baran.

Van: Mahmudi, Herka’i, Isa’i, Yazidi, Sepikanli, Duderi, Kani, Jelikanli, Takuli,
Tapian, Barezanli.

Yozgat: Makani, Katunogli, Taburogli.
KURDISH TRIBES IN IRAQ

There are still many powerful Kurdish tribes in Iraq. According to
Mohammad-Amin Zaki (pp. 399-410), the most important Kurdish tribes in
Iraq in 1931 were the following. They are listed according to geographical
region (urban center). For more information on the Kurdish tribes of Iraq, see
Henry Field (1940), Cecil John Edmonds, and Hasan Arfa.

Arbil: Ako, Diz&’i, Sur¢i, Gerdi, Herki, Barzan (q.v.), Buli, Sirvan wa Baradust
(q.v.), Zarari, Kilani, Bervari Bala, Bervari Ziri, Ko$nav, Piran.

Kaneqin: Bajalan, Zenda, Leylani, Kaka'i, Sayk-bazini, Bibani, Dawuda,
Kakevar, Palani, Kaganlu.




KURDISH TRIBES | Pierre Oberling %}
Kerkuk: Sarafbayani, Barzenji, Dilo, Talebani, Jabbari, Suhan, Zangana,
‘Amarmel, Salehi.
Mandali: Qara ‘Alus.
Mosul: Seqqaq, Duski, Zibari, Misuri, Artus, Sendi.

Solaymaniya: Jaf, Marivani, PiSdar, Hamavand, Avrami, and Esma‘il ‘Azizi.
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