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KOJESTANI, AHMAD B. ‘ABD-
ALLAH

KOJESTANI, Ahmad b. ‘Abd-Allah, Abu Soja‘ (d. 882) commander of the
Taherids in Khorasan, and after the Saffarid occupation of Nishapur in 873, a
contender for power.

His nesba Kojestani establishes a connection with Kojestan, a district of
Badagis, lying to the northeast of Herat. In the 9th century, the region was
considered a major hotbed of Kharijite dissidence, and centuries later Nezami
‘Aruzi Samargandi (Persian text p. 42) included an anecdote about Kojestani in
Cahar maqala (written ca. 1156). He mentions that Kojestani was stimulated to
embark on a military career by the stirring verses of Hanzala Badgisi, a local
poet in New Persian. Be this as it may, in historical sources (Nezami, Persian
commentary, p. 69) Kojestani is mentioned as commander in the army of
Mohammad b. Taher (r. 873-81 and 882), the last Taherid governor in
Nishapur, or as commander of local ‘ayyars. In any case, after the downfall of
the Taherids at the hands of Ya'qub b. Layt b. Mo‘addal (r. 861-79;) in 873,
Kojestani effectively made a bid for independent power, taking advantage of
the extremely confused political and military situation in Khorasan. Kojestani
had at first submitted to Ya‘qub after the Saffarid capture of Nishapur (Tarik-e
Sistan, p. 225, tr. p. 178; Ebn al-Atir, VII, p. 296). But once Ya'qub had to leave
the province for business elsewhere, Kojestani became a major factor in the
local power struggle. Until his death in 882, he apparently continued to attract
local Kharijite elements as well as unemployed Turkish golams and other
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mercenaries.

Ebn al-Atir (1160-1233) included a detailed account of Kojestani’s rebellion in
Kamel fi ’l-tarik, drawing on a lost chronicle about the governors of Khorasan
by Sallami (fl. mid-10th century). Kojestani first disposed of rivals like Ya‘qub’s
commander Ebrahim b. Sarkab, and then seized control of Nishapur from the
Saffarid representative, temporarily restoring the Taherid Hosayn b. Taher b.
‘Abdallah to power in 876. From a base at Herat, Kojestani was involved in
struggles with rival generals, including Abu Talha Mansur b. Sarkab and Rafe‘
b. Hartama. He returned to Nishapur between 878 and 879 (Ebn al-Atir, VII,
pp- 297), and pursued the ‘Alid Hasan b. Zayd to Gorgan.

Ya‘qub died in 879, and during the next years his successor Amr b. Layt (r.
879-900) was preoccupied with consolidating his power in southern Persia and
planning attacks on Iraq. At the outset, however, ‘Amr tried to recover the lost
Saffarid position in Khorasan. In 880, he marched to take Nishapur, but was
defeated by Kojestani’s forces (Tabari, III, p. 1941; Ebn al-Atir, VII, p. 335).
Kojestani followed this success with an attack on Sistan, and between 880 and
881 he met with strenuous resistance at the capital Zarang (Gardizi, p. 142;
Tarik-e Sistan, pp. 237-38, tr. 187-88). At the places that he controlled, the kotba
no longer mentioned Taherids, who had been replaced by the Abbasid caliph
Mo‘tamed (r. 870-92) and himself. At Nishapur and Herat, he issued his own
coins (Tabari, III, p. 2009; Bosworth, 1994, p. 198), taking for himself the
honorific al-wafi (the trustworthy servant). He was now at the peak of his
power. He fought off Abu Talha Mansur, ‘Amr’s ally and his governor for
Khorasan, defeating him twice in battle. ‘Amr’s position in Khorasan was only
slightly improved, when one of his Turkish golams murdered Kojestani at the
beginning of July 882 at Sadyak (Tabari, III, p. 2025; Tarik-e Sistan, p. 239, tr. p.
189; Ebn al-Atir, VII, pp. 303-304). His troops transferred their allegiance to
Rafe' b. Hartama (d. 896), who was recognized by the Abbasid caliph as the
representative of his Taherid governor in Khorasan. It was not until 896, when
Rafe’ was finally defeated and Kkilled, that ‘Amr’s control of Khorasan was fully
restored.
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