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KINDYKTEPA

KINDYKTEPA, an archeological site in the Bandy-Khan (Bandixon) oasis along
the Surxondaryo (Pers. Sorḵān Daryā), the right tributary of the Āmū Daryā
(q.v.), in the south of modern Uzbekistan (lat. 37° 51´ 12″ N, long. 67° 21´ 44″ E).
Kindyktepa preserves the remains of a fire sanctuary that archeologists date
from the late Achaemenid period (Rtveladze, 1975; Shaydullaev; Stride;
Boroffka; Mokroborodov, 2015a) and the military campaign of Alexander the
Great (q.v.) in Central Asia (Grenet and Rapin; Pugachenkova and Rtveladze;
Sverchkov, 2013; Rapin and Khasanov).

After a long period of neglect, the first seasons of archeological research in
Bandy-Khan, led by Galina A. Pugachenkova, started in the 1970s. The
excavation of the site was associated with the early works of the Uzbek Study-
of-Art Expedition (UzIskE), working in the Surxondaryo district of Uzbekistan
from 1960. The reports on the archeological data for Early Iron Age objects
were soon published (see Rtveladze, 1976; 2007; Sagdullaev, 1978), but
information on a smaller scale excavation carried out in 1984 at Kindyktepa
remained unpublished for a long time (a brief field report was published only
after the recommencement of the excavations in Bandy-Khan [Sagdullaev,
2005]; according to this publication exploratory excavations of Kindyktepa at
that point gave different results to those presented below).

Large-scale excavations in Bandy-Khan and surrounding areas were
conducted since the early 2000s by the expedition of the German Archeological
Institute (DAI) and the Institute for Art Studies of Uzbekistan, led by Nikolaus
Boroffka and Leonid M. Sverchkov, along with studies of other archaeological
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objects (Sverchkov and Boroffka, 2006; Mokroborodov, 2010; Sverchkov, Wu
Xin and Boroffka; Sverchkov, 2013) and included a complete excavation of
Kindyktepa (2005-10) (Mokroborodov, 2018; for preliminary publications see
Sverchkov and Boroffka, 2007; Boroffka, 2009).

Kindyktepa is located on the outskirts of the dispersed settlement of Bandy-
Khan II (more than 12 hectares), 300 m northwest from its fortified center
(Bektepa fortress). The ensemble of cultural layers filling the monumental
building is up to 4.6 meters thick. The powerful walls (external perimeter
walls are up to 2.5 m thick) were built from mud-bricks (45-52 × 28-34 × 10-12
cm). Based on the stratigraphy, the site is divided into four closely successive
stages: (1) the preparation of the surface, the construction of the building and
its occupation (floor 1); (2) renovation and minor architectural redevelopment
(floor 2); (3) partial destruction and filling of the rooms (especially the central
one) by bricks and clay and the use of the complex as a residential building
(floor 3); and (4) episodic settlements on the premises. At a later stage, the site
was abandoned.

The overall dimensions of the building were 18 × 22.5 m. The complex
consisted of three interdependent parts: an entrance at the north-east led
through a corridor to a large rectangular room (8.5 × 14 m), whose center was
occupied by a fireplace bordered by four columns, interpreted as an altar, and
two narrow rooms (the eastern room measures 2.7 × 14 m on the first floor
and 2.1 × 22.5 m on the second floor, and the southern room measures 2 × 12.5
m). The building was entered from the southeast.

Architectural characteristics of the first two stages of the building’s use
include a narrow ramp along the south-west wall in the central room; a П-
shaped podium with two ledges that run smoothly into the floor, which is
burnt on a 1 m2 area between the ledges of the podium; and a square, wattle-
and-daub, stage (1.6 × 1.6 m), also burnt. In the same area, during stage 2,
there are four massive mud-brick columns located asymmetrically (0.65 × 1 m
at the base each), with layers of ash on the floors and the podium. The
southern room contains a large two-level niche, a small burnt circular-shaped
podium, and a shallow box-shaped cist, paved with bricks, containing animal
bones and covered with sand (podium and box are present only on Floor 1).
The eastern room has a decorated entrance, pylon, and eight (possibly nine
along Floor 1) round or oval pits (0.4-1.1 m deep; Figure 1), filled respectively
with white sand, pottery, slag, water, ashes, and charcoal. The stage 3 plan
included a monumental building with columns in the central hall but no other
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sophisticated features, pits outside the outer wall for dumping rubbish, large
ceramic vessels dug into the floors, and other signs of residential architecture.

The main characteristics of the building, namely the careful preparation of the
site for a relatively independent building, the monumentality of the complex, a
cella with columns and an altar, a central room “isolated” by the corridors, a 3-
part structure, niches in the walls, and the special treatment of ashes are
considered to be inherent to the temples of fire worshipers (cf. Litvinskiĭ and
Pichikyan; Rapin, 1994; Rapin, 2017; Shenkar), practicing the Mazdean circle
cult.

The architectural features, as well as the locations of fire altars (q.v.) out of
sight from the entrances and exits, directly outlined by a corridor-like in the
eastern, narrow, rectangular room with the “labyrinth” of pits
(Mokroborodov, 2018, p. 346), give rise to the possibility that the building was
a cultic structure and may have served as a place for the performance of a
purification ritual, that of the nine pits mentioned in the ninth chapter of the
Widēwdād (for the ritual, see BARAŠNOM; for analogies of the ritual, see
Mokroborodov, 2015b).

There are multiple similarities to the general profile of Kindyktepa and the
nearby synchronic sanctuary of Kyzyltepa (q.v.; Sverchkov and Wu Xin). In the
absence of direct parallels with the recognized fire temples of the center of the
Iranian world (cf. Shippmann), a preliminary conclusion can be drawn that
these buildings form a separate regional type of this category of sacred
buildings.

The finds discovered in Kindyktepa include fragments (a total number of
5,368) of ceramic vessels, stone grain grinders and mortars, and occasional
metal objects (Figure 2). The analysis of these materials, primarily of the
ceramics, makes it possible to attribute this site to the Central Asian
archeological complexes of the Early Iron Age of the Yaz III type (Masson, pp.
41, 208-9; Boroffka), dating now within the 6th-4th centuries BCE. Other
evidence, such as the ceramic fragments from layers of stages 3 to 4 that can
be indirectly identified as Hellenistic, a relatively large proportion of ceramics
made without a potter’s wheel, and a brick size that seems to be between that
of the massive rectangular one (typical of the Achaemenid period) and the
Early Antique large, square brick, can allow us to assign Kindyktepa to the
period between the Achaemenid and Early Antique eras in the history of
Central Asia (Mokroborodov, 2018, pp. 346-49).
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Additional support for dating this archeological site to the end of the 5th – 4th
centuries BCE is the context of historical events. In the author’s opinion, it is
unlikely that this building was constructed prior to the “daiva inscription” (see
DAIVADANA) of Xerxes in the 480s BCE; it is also unlikely that the destruction,
the filling of the inner part of the building, and the deliberate change of the
sanctuary’s function (the end of the 2nd to 3rd stage of the building’s
functioning), was not associated with actions of intruders of a different faith
(moreover, evidence of such actions on the described site is not isolated)—for
the period under review, these would have been the troops of Alexander the
Great, who conducted an extremely difficult campaign in the region in 329-327
BCE.

Kindyktepa (Figure 3) is one of the earliest known, fully excavated, structures
in Inner Asia that preserves evidence of a fire cult connected to the
Achaemenid era. It may reflect regional variations that were part of a wider
Eastern Iranian cultic tradition.
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