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ARZU

ARZU, SERAJ-AL-DIN ‘ALI KHAN, major Indo-Muslim poet, lexicographer and
litterateur (b. at Gwalior or Agra 1099/1687-88 or 1101/1689-90; see Storey, 1/2,
p- 834). On his father’s side he was descended from Nasir-al-din Mahmiud
Cerag-e Dehli, and on his mother’s side, from the Sattarl Shaikh Mohammad
Gawt Gwaliorl. In 1132/1719-20, after finishing his early education at Agra, he
went to Delhi. There he was befriended by the influential Hindu Persian poet,
Anand Ram Mokles, and he found generous patrons in Nawab Eshaq Khan, the
kan-saman of Mohammad Shah, and the nawab’s sons, Najm-al-dawla and
Salar Jang. In 1168/1754-55 Arzi went to Avadh with Salar Jang and was
presented by him to Nawab Soja“-al-dawla who granted him a monthly stipend
of 300 rupees. However, he died soon after on 23 Rab1' II 1169/26 January 1756,
and his body was brought from Lucknow to Delhi for burial.

Arza was a first-rate scholar. His numerous writings include works on rhetoric
(Mawhebat-e 'ozma, ‘Atia-ye kobra) and literary criticism as well as lexicons. He
wrote detailed commentaries on Nezam1’s Eskandar-nama, the qasidas of
Kagani and ‘Orfi, and the Golestan of Sa‘d1. His tadkera, Majma“ al-nafa’es,
originally intended to be a preface to a projected but never completed
anthology of some 1700 poets, is disappointing (Storey, I/2, p. 839 n. 1).

Of his dictionaries Serdj al-loga is the best known. Completed in 1147/1734-35,
it lists the non-Arabic words used by classical Persian poets (motaqaddemin)
with definitions from the Borhan-e qate’ of Mohammad Tabrizi (compl.
1062/1652), together with lengthy and often critical remarks. According to
Blochmann (“Contributions to Persian Lexicography,” Journal of the Asiatic
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Society of Bengal 37/1, 1868, p. 25) “the Borhan should never have been printed
without the notes of the Seraj.” Cerag-e hedayat, a dictionary of words used by
later Persian poets (mota'akkerin), is in fact the second volume of the Seraj.
Arzt wrote two other dictionaries: Za'ed al-fawa’ed, a compilation of Persian
verbs and abstract nouns based on ‘Abd-al-Wase® Hansav1’s Zawa'ed al-fawa’ed,
and Gara’eb al-logat, a corrected edition of Hansavi’s Gara'eb al-logat (Storey,
1/2, p. 837).

Tanbth al-gafelin is an essay in defense of Sabk-e Hendi (q.v.), especially as it
had been developed in the poetry of Bidel, Naser-‘Ali Serhendi, Arza, etc.,
which ‘Ali Hazin, a contemporary of Arz, had satirized. It also contains some
verses of Hazin which Arza had selected for sharp criticism. Despite its
emotional overtones, the Tanbth has been commended by later historians of
literature (e.g., Blochmann, op. cit., p. 27%).

In poetry Arzii emulated Salim Tehrani, Atar Sirazi, Baba Fegani and Kamal
Kojandi. The poems modeled after Atar’s seem to have been the most popular
(Storey, 1/2, p. 836 n. 1). Some biographers have attributed an Urdu divan to
him (Haydar Baks Haydarl, GolSan-e Hend, Delhi, 1967, p. 24) and Mohammad
Hosayn Azad quotes some lines from his Urdu poetry (Ab-e hayat, pp. 137-38).
But the overwhelming evidence is against such an attribution although he set
up guidelines for the poets who wrote in Urdu and was the preceptor of such
Urdu poets as Mir Taql Mir, Mirza Mazhar Jan-e-janan, Mirza Rafi' Sawda, and
Kvaja Mir Dard.
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