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To secure the initial funds for the film production at Kanun, Sirvanlu proposed
a profit-making “showcase” by inviting a branch of the renowned Moscow
Circus, which was on the tail-end of a tour of the Middle East, to perform in
Iran. He invited F. Moezi Moghadam, then working for the Ministry of
Economy as an economist, to manage the circus’s operations and its financial
administration in 1969. With the modest profits generated by the circus,
Kanun obtained its first film production cameras and sound recording and
lighting equipment; step by step, the basement rooms of its six-floor
headquarters was transformed into a film workshop with cutting, editing,
dubbing, and projection rooms.

Ebrahim Foruzes (1939-), a young student in dramatic arts, was appointed as
director of Kanun’s Film Production Department in 1971. With talent and
tenacity, he worked his way up to managing producer for almost all fiction
films, both live and animated (over 60 titles, short and feature length films, in
seven years before the 1979 Revolution). Most of Kanun’s pre-Revolution films
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have been screened in movie theaters or on state-run television channels. He
also organized Kanun’s own technical film sections, such as the editing,
dubbing, and animation film workshops. (For his own contributions to various
films, see below.)

Kanun productions were the first experience of film direction for a number of
today’s best-known Iranian directors, including Abbas Kiarostami, Bahram
Beyza’i, Sohrab Sahid-talet, Mohammad-Reza Aslani, Naser Taqva’i, and Amir
Naderi. All internationally recognized Iranian animation film directors started
their work at Kanun, and many have continued to cooperate with it, or have
finished their oeuvre with it.

After the Revolution, the film department was entrusted to newcomers, and
Foruze$ turned his attention to writing and directing. His post-Revolution
feature films, most of which were prize winners and box office successes,
were also produced by Kanun.

FILMS PRODUCED IN 1970

1. “Mr. Monster” (Aqa-ye hayula), animation, 35mm, 9 min, color;
cinematographer, Mahmud Nasiri; screenwriter and director, Farsid Metqali
(his directorial debut).

2. “The quail” (Badbade), live, 35mm, 35 min, b/w; cinematographer, Mehrdad
Fakimi; director, Mohammad-Reza Aslani (his directorial debut).

3. “Misunderstood” (Su-e tafahom), animation, 35mm, 5 min, color;
cinematographer, Mahmud Nasiri; screenwriter and director, FarSid Metqali.

4. “The uncle with a moustache” (Amu sibilu), live, 35mm, 29 min, b/w;
cinematographer, Ne‘mat Haqiqi, based on a story by Fereydun Hedayatpur;
director, Bahram Bayza'i (his directorial debut).

5. “Captive” (Gereftar), animation, 35mm, 4 min, color; cinematographer,
Mahmud Nasiri; screenwriter and director, Arapik Baghdassarian (his
directorial debut).

6. “Bread and the alley” (Nan o kuceh), live, 35mm, 12 min, b/w;
cinematographer, Mehrdad Fakimi; screenwriter, Taqi Kiarostami; director,
Abbas Kiarostami (his directorial debut).
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7. “Weightlifter” (Vaznebardar), animation, 35mm, 6 min, color;
cinematographers, Mahmud Nasiri and Asad-Allah Kafafi; director, Arapik
Baghdassarian.

FILMS PRODUCED IN 1971

1. The one who daydreamed, the one who acted” (An ke kial baft, an ke ‘amal
kard), animation, 35mm, 9 min, color; cinematographer, Abu’l-Qasem Tavalla;
director, Morteza Momayyez (his directorial debut).

2. “With Permission” (Ba ejaze), 35mm, 26.30 min, color; cinematographer,
Mehrdad Fakimi; director, Mohammad-Reza Aslani.

3. “The boy, the musical instrument, and the bird” (Pesar o saz o parande),
animation, 35mm, 12.30 min, color; cinematographer, Asad-Allah Kafafi;
screenwriter, animator, and director, FarSid Metqali (winner of the 22nd
Venice Film Festival for Children Golden Plaque, 1972).

4. “Release” (Rahayi), 35mm, 23 min, color; cinematographer, Ne‘'mat Haqiqi;
screenwriter, Naser Taqva'i and Mohsen Taqva’i; director, Naser Taqva'i
(winner of the Golden Plaque, 6th International Film Festival for Children and
Young Adults, Tehran; Grand Prix of the International Jury, 22nd Venice Film
Festival for Children; Golden Gate prize, 16th San Francisco Film Festival,
October 1972).

5. “A playground for Baboush” (Zamin-e bazi-e Babus), animation, 35mm,
7 min, color; screenwriter, animator, cinematographer, and director, Nur-al-
Din Zarrinkelk.

6. “Story of the peach tree” (Qesse-ye derakt-e holu), live, 35mm, 22 min, b/w;
cinematographer, Abu’l-Qasem Nasuti; music, Esfandiar Monfaredzadeh;
screenwriter and director, Hasan Tehrani.

7. “The seven cities” (Haft sahr), animation, 35mm, 18 min, color; screenwriter,
Firuz Shirvanlu; animator and director, ‘Ali-Akbar Sadeqi.

FILMS PRODUCED IN 1972

1. “Pari” (Pari), live, 35mm, 36 min, color; music, Esfandiar Monfaredzadeh;
cinematographer, Mehrdad Fakimi; screenwriter and director, Zakaria
Hasemi.
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2. “Break time” (Zang-e tafrih), live, 35mm, 17 min (11 min. when shown
internationally), b/w; cinematographers, ‘Ali-Reza Zarrindast and Morteza
Rastegar; screenwriter and director, Abbas Kiarostami.

3. “The journey” (Safar), live, 35mm, 34 min, b/w; cinematographer, Mehrdad
Fakimi and Firuz Malekzadeh; screenwriter and director, Bahram Bayza'i
(winner of Golden Statue, Special prize of the International Jury, 7th
International Film Festival for Children and Young Adults, Tehran).

4. “Black and white” (Siah o sefid), live [with special effects], 35mm, 4 min;
cinematographer, Mehrdad Fakimi; screenwriter and director, Sohrab Sahid-
Talet (winner of the Golden Plaque, International Jury, 7th International Film
Festival for Children and Young Adults, Tehran).

5. “The gloomy city” (Sahr-e kakestari), animation, 35mm, 8 min, color; based
on a story by Paul Tripp; cinematographer, writer, and director, Farsid
Metqali.

6. “The flower storm” (Golbaran), animation, 35mm, 9 min, color;
cinematographer, Mohammad Fayjani; music, Esfandiar Monfaredzadeh;
screenwriters, Hosayn Samakar and Ebrahim Foruzes$; animator and director,
‘Ali-Akbar Sadeqi (Golden Plaque, International Jury, 7th International Film
Festival for Children and Young Adults, Tehran; Special Diploma award,
Tampere International Festival, Finland, 1973).

7. “What do I know?” (Man ceqadr midanam?), animation, 35mm, 7 min, color;
cinematographer, Mohammad Fayjani; music, Sheida Gharachedaghi;
screenwriter, Hasan Tehrani; director, Nafiseh Riahi.

8. “A green dot” (Yek noqte-ye sabz), animation, 35mm, 5 min; music, Esfandiar
Monfaredzadeh; cinematographer, Mohammad Fayjani; director, Morteza
Momayyez.

FILMS PRODUCED IN 1973

1. “The rainbow” (Rangin kaman), animation, 35mm, 6 min, color; director,
Nafiseh Riahi.

2. “The trap” (Dam), live, 35mm, 15 min, color; director, Reza Allamezadeh.

3. “Independence” (Esteqglal), animation, 35mm, 4 min, color; director, Parviz
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Naderi.

4. “The bird of doom” (Siah parandeh), animation, 35mm, 8 min, color;
screenwriter, Ebrahim Foruzes; animator and director, Morteza Momayyez.

5. “A very good worm” (Kerm-e kayli kayli kub), animation, 35mm, 3.30 min,
color; director, Farsid Metqgali.

6. “Harmonica” (Saz dahani), live, 35mm, 75 min, color; cinematographer, ‘Ali-
Reza Zarrindast; screenwriter and director, Amir Naderi (Kanun’s first feature
length film and Naderi’s first color feature).

7. “Never” (Hargez), live, 35mm, 4 min, color; director, Esfandiar
Monfaredzadeh.

8. “Boasting” (Man anam keh), animation, 35mm, 9 min, color;
cinematographer, Mohammad Fayjani; screenwriters, Ebrahim Foruzes, and
‘Ali-Akbar Sadeqi; music, Sheida Gharchedaghi; sound, Herair Atashkar;
director, ‘Ali-Akbar Sadeqi.

FILMS PRODUCED IN 1974

1. “Chess rook” (Rok), animation, 35mm, 10 min, color; cinematographer,
Mohammad Fayjani; screenwriter, Ebrahim Foruzes§; director, ‘Ali-Akbar
Sadeqi (see Figure 8).

2. “Confused” (Gij), animation, 35mm, 5 min, color; cinematographer,
Mohammad Fayjani; animator, screenwriter and director, Ahmad Asbaqi.

3. “The traveler” (Mosafer), live, 35mm, 72 min (83 min when shown in France
in 1992 and later in US) b/w; director, Abbas Kiarostami (directing his first
feature-length film).

4. “Atal matal” (Atal matal tutule), animation, 35mm, 5 min, color;
cinematographer, Mohammad Fayjani; music, Sheida Gharachedaghi;
animator, screenwriter and director, Nur-al-Din Zarrinkelk.

5. “Look again” (Dobar-e negah kon), live, animation, 35mm, 10 min, color;
director, Farsid Metqgali.

6. “Excursion on a bright sunny day” (Gardes dar yek ruz-e kos-e aftabi), live,
35mm, color; director, Hasan Bani-Hasemi director, Mas‘ud Kimia’i (Figure 9).
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7. “Waiting” (Entezar), live, 35mm, 43 min, color; cinematographer, Firuz
Malekzadeh; screenwriter and director, Amir Naderi (winner of the Grand
Prix award, 11th International Meeting of Film and Youth, Cannes Film
Festival, 1975).

8. “Association of ideas” (Tada’i-e ma‘ani), animation, 35mm, 3.30 min, b/w;
designer and director, Nur-al-Din Zarrinkelk.

9. Hasani (Hasani), live, 35mm, 33 min, color; director, §épur Garib.
FILMS PRODUCED IN 1975

1. “Oriental boy” (Pesar-e sarqi), live, 35mm, 38 min, color; cinematographer,
Ne‘'mat Haqiqi; music, Esfandiar Monfaredzadeh; screenwriter and director,
Mas‘ud Kimia'i.

2. “Doorway” (Darvazeh), live, 35mm, 15 min, color; cinematographer, Firuz
Malekzadeh; music, Esfandiar Monfaredzadeh; screenwriter and director, Jan
Oonk.

3. “So can I” (Manam mitunam), 16mm, 3.30 min, color; cinematographers,
Mohammad Fayjani, Mostafa Hojjati; music, Naser Casm-Azar; screenwriter
and director, Abbas Kiarostami.

4. “Two solutions for one problem” (Do rah-e hall bara-ye yek mas’al-e), live,
35mm, 5 min, color; screenwriter and director Abbas Kiarostami.

5. “Wooden pistols” (Haft-tirha-ye cubi), live, 35mm, 46 min, color;
cinematographer, Amir-Qasem Kani; music, Esfandiar Monfaredzadeh;
screenwriter and director, Sapur Garib.

6. “The mad, mad, mad world” (Donyda-ye divane-ye divane-ye divaneh),
animation, 35mm, 3min, color; cinematographer, Mohammad Fayjani;
screenwriter, animator and director, Nur-al-Din Zarrinkelk.

7. “Malek Khorshid” (Malek KorSid), animation; 35mm; color;
cinematographers, Mohammad Fayjani and Mehdi Samakar; screenwriters,
Ahmad-Reza Ahmadi, Parviz Dava’i and Ali-Akbar Sadeqi; director, Ali-Akbar
Sadeqi.

8. “The man and the cloud” (Mard va abr), animation, 35mm, 8 min, color;
cinematographer, Mehdi Samakar; screenwriter and director, Parviz Naderi.
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9. “Purple crayon” (Medad-e banafs), animation, 35mm, 12.30 min, color;
cinematographer, Mohammad Fayjani; music, Kambiz RoSanravan;
screenwriter and director, Nafiseh Riahi.

FILMS PRODUCED IN 1976

1. “Colors” (Rangha), live, 16mm, 15 min, color; cinematographers, M. Rastegar
and Firuz Malekzadeh; music, Naser Casmazar.

2. “The intruders” (Mozahemha), animation, 35mm, 2.30 min, color;
cinematographer, Mehdi Samakar; screenwriter and director, Vajih-Allah Fard
Moqgaddam.

3. “The bamboo fence” (Parcin), live, 35mm, 42 min, color; cinematographer,
Morteza Rastegar; music, Sheida Gharachedaghi; screenwriter and director,
Arsalan Sasani.

4. “Brief spring” (Baharak), live, 35mm, 38 min, color; cinematographer,
Morteza Rastegar; screenwriter and director, Esfandiar Monfaredzadeh.

5. “The horse” (Asb), live, 35mm, 52 minute, color; cinematographer, Ne‘'mat
Haqiqi; music, Fereydun Sahbazian; screenwriter and director, Mas‘ud Kimia'i.

6. “A suit for the wedding” (Lebasi bara-ye ‘arusi), live, 35mm, 57 min, color;
cinematographer, Firuz Malekzadeh; screenwriter and director, Abbas
Kiarostami.

FILMS PRODUCED IN 1977

1. “Amir Hamzeh” (Amir Hamze-ye deldar va gur-e delgir), animation, 35mm,
28 min, color; cinematographer, ‘Abd-Allah Alirmorad; screenwriter and
director, Nur-al-Din Zarrinkelk.

2. “The circle” (Dayere), animation, 35mm, 5min, color; screenwriter, Mehdi
Samakar; director, Sudabeh Agah.

3. “The coin” (Sekeh), live, 35mm, 44 min, color; music, Fereydun Sahbazian;
screenwriter and director, Ne‘'mat Haqiqi.

4. “Point of departure” (Zang-e avval, zang-e dovvom), live, 35mm, 27 min,
color; cinematographer, Morteza Rastegar; music, Mojtaba Mirzadeh;
screenwriters, Ebrahim Foruze$, Kiumart Purahmad; director, Kiumart
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Purahamd.

5. “Summer vacation” (Se-mah ta‘tili), live, 35mm, 70 min, color;
cinematographer, Amir Qasemkani; music, Hosayn Vateqi; screenwriter and
director, Sapur Garib.

6. “Zal and Simorgh” (Zal o Simorg), animation, 35mm, 26 min, color;
cinematographer, Mohammad Fayjani; music, Majid Entezami; screenwriters,
Ebrahim Foruze$ and ‘Ali-Akbar Sadeqi; animator and director, ‘Ali-Akbar
Sadeqi.

7. “It has been said” (Cenin konand hekayat), live, b/w; cinematographer,
Mehrdad Fakimi; music, Sheida Gharachedaghi; screenwriters, Mohammad-
Reza Aslani, Mehrdad Fakimi, and Kamran Sirdel; director, Mohammad-Reza
Aslani.

EDUCATIONAL FILM CENTER

To concentrate better on film production and separate clearly the worlds of
fiction and documentary (including educational film), Kanun, almost
simultaneously with its Film Production Department, created its Educational
Film Center. Abbas Kiarostami, who had a taste for nonfiction, was appointed
to run the center. The subjects varied from arts and crafts to science and
technology, from health issues to social institutions.

Many of today’s famous artists and directors made their first films here,
among them Abbas Kiarostami, who made 3 of the 27 pre-Revolution films
completed at this center—all filmed in 16mm format, including:

1. “Sara is sick” (Sara bimar-ast), live, 6 min, color; director, Javad Kahnamu'i.

2. “This is your city” (Inja sahr-e Somast), live, 6 min, color; director, Hasan
Mosref Azad Tehrani.

3. “Listen well to what is said” (Be harf-ha kub gus konid), live, 11 min, color;
director, Javad Kahnamu'i.

4. “An introduction to the book” (Moqaddameh bar ketab), live, 2.30 min, color;
director, Javad Kahnamu'i.

5. “The post office” (Post), live, 18 min, color; director, Naser Zera‘ati.
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6. “Along a wire” (Dar emtedad-e yek sim), live, 11 min, color; director, Javad
Kahnamu'i.

7. “Come, let’s paint” (Bia'id naqqasi konim), live, 14 min, color; director,
Ebrahim Vahidzadeh.

8. “Come, let’s play music” (Bia'id saz bezanim), live, 11 min, color; director,
Ebrahim Vahidzadeh.

9. “Come, let’s play theater” (Bia'id te’atr bazi konim), live, 15 min, color;
director, Ebrahim Vahidzadeh.

10. “Ceramic work” (Kasikarti), live, 10 min, color; director, Aydin Aghdashlou.
11. “Calligraphy” (Kattati), live, 8 min, color; director, Aydin Aghdashlou.

12. “Blood” (Kun), live and animation, 12 min, color; directors, Nafiseh Riahi
and Hosayn Jahans$ahi.

13. “Our share of the sun” (Sahm-e ma az korsid), live, 7 min, color; director,
Javad Kahnamu'i.

14. “Wealth” (Tarvat), live, 9 min, color; director, Javad Kahnamu'i.
15. “Painting” (Rangzani), live, 17 min, color; director, Kuro$ AfSarpanah.
16. “Cooperation” (Ta'avon), live, 15 min, color; director, Kuros AfSarpanah.

17. “Solution no. 1” (Rah-e hall-e yek), live, 11 min, color; director, Abbas
Kiarostami.

18. “Solution no. 2” (Rah-e hall-e do, 1978), live, 6 min, color; director, Abbas
Kiarostami.

19. “Family team 1” (Tim-e kanevadegi 1), live, 20 min, color; director, Javad
Kahnamu'i.

20. “Family team 2” (Tim-e kanevadegi 2), live, 20 min, color; director, Javad
Kahnamu'i.

21. “Family team 3” (Tim-e kanevadegi 3), live, 20 min, color; director, Javad
Kahnamu'i.
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22. “The mechanic” (Mekanik), live, 17 min, color, director, ‘Abd-Allah Gia’i.

23. “The electricians” (Ta'mir karan-e vasayel-e elektriki), live, 13 min, color;
director, Abu’l-Fazl Razani.

24. “The actor” (Bazigar), live, 21 min, color; director Davud Rusta’i.
25. “The judge” (Qazi), live, 15 min, color; director, Kiumart Purahmad.
26. “The driver” (Ranandeh), live, 16 min, color, director, Naser Zera‘ati.

27. “Dental hygiene” (Behdast-e dandan; 1980), live, 24 min, color; director,
Abbas Kiarostami.

The Educational Film Center has also produced over 60 promotional television
shorts for Kanun. To promote and introduce Kanun’s cultural centers on a
national level, F. Moezi Moghadam proposed a series of short documentary
films (around 3 minutes each) for television broadcast, to be made with child
members of Kanun throughout the country. After the project’s approval, over
60 films were conceived and directed (total length: 194 min); 23 episodes
covering four provinces were done by F. Moezi Moghadam, upon Kiarostami’s
insistence, in order to set a pattern and style for others to follow. The rest were
entrusted to Kuro$ AfSarpanah and Mohammad-Reza Aslani, who each
directed around 20 films, covering other parts of the country. All these shorts,
which have collectively been titled “Today’s children” (Kudak-e emruz), were
broadcast by NIRT before the Revolution, and many have also been circulated
since the Revolution (especially those with no girls in close-up, as they were
not wearing veils [hejab] at the time; see
http://www.kanoontolid.com/?p=1297).
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