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KAKAVAND

KAKAVAND, a Lor tribe of the Delfan group. In the second half of the 20th
century they had settled in the PiSkuh region of Luristan (Lorestan), as well as
west of Qazvin and in the Tarom region. When the Kakavand were still
nomadic, their winter quarters were around Holeylan and Sar-e Tarkan,
southeast of Sahabad, and their summer quarters were in the districts of
Harsin, Kakavand, and Kava, east and southeast of Kermansah (present-day
Baktaran). The Kakavand are Shi‘ites and speak a Lak dialect.

In a confidential British army report Arnold Talbot Wilson considered the
Kakavand in 1912 “one of the most formidable tribes of Luristan, being
conveniently placed to raid Kirmanshah and the main trade routes, and far
from the headquarters of the governor General of Luristan, who is responsible
for their good behavior” (p. 29). The Kakavand of the Qazvin region were also
mentioned by L. S. Fortescue (p. 325) in 1922 and by the American
anthropologist Henry Field (p. 171) in 1939.

In 1916 Hyacinth Louis Rabino (p. 31) lists 16 clans (sing. tira) of this tribe.
Albert Houtum-Schindler (p. 88) in 1879 and H. L. Rabino (p. 16) in 1916,
Mas‘ud Kayhan (II, p. 64) in 1932-33 and the authors of Iran-sahr (I, p. 139) in
1963—all estimated the number of the Kakavand in Luristan at 2,000
households. For the Kakavand in the Qazvin region Masud Kayhan (IL, p. 111)
counted 300 households. In the 1970s, their number had grown and comprised
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some 450 households; they were divided into two clans—Masih-Kani and
Namdar-Kani—and occupied 10 villages west of Qazvin, as well as a few
villages in the Tarom region (Varjavand, p. 457).

A branch of the Kakavand tribe moved to the Qazvin region, probably in the
19th century. According to Iraj AfSar-Sistani (p. 208), this migration took place
in 1860-61. However, Mirza Ebrahim (p. 177) had already visited the tribe
there some 20 years earlier. During the Constitutional Revolution (q.v.) of
1905-11, the leader of the Kakavand of the Qazvin region, Masih Khan,
remained faithful to Mohammad-‘Ali Shah (r. 1907-09). In June 1909, he was
ordered by the Qajar ruler to protect the city of Qazvin against the Nationalists
under E‘prem Khan (1868-1912, q.v.), who were approaching from the north.
He and his riflemen established defensive positions in two caravanserais
outside Qazvin’s RaSt Gate. Yet when the Nationalists reached the city, the
Kakavand were quickly defeated and forced to surrender their ammunition
(Varjavand, p. 457; Kasravi, I, p. 25).
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