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KADPHISES, KUJULA

KADPHISES, KUJULA, first Kushan king. King Kujula Kadphises was the
founder of the Kushan dynasty in Central Asia and India, as indicated by the
legend written in Gandhari and Kharosthi on his late coin series: Kujula kasa
kushana Yavugasa dhramatidasa “of Kujula Kadphises, Kushan chief yagbu,
steadfast in the law” (Bopearachchi, 1997, pp. 190-98) or Kuyula Kadaphasa
kushanasa, “of Kujula Kadaphises, the Kushan” (Mitchiner, 1978, nos. 2880-81).

The Rabatak inscription found in northern Afghanistan, which is no doubt the
most informative source of information on the genealogy of the ancestors of
the Kushan king Kaniska I, records that Kaniska’s great-grandfather was king
Kujula Kadphises (see Sims-Williams and Cribb, 1996; Fussman, 1998).
According to the Chinese annals, Hou Hanshu, the yagbu who unified the
Kushan empire was called Qiujiuque. There is a general agreement among the
historians and numismatists to identify him as Kujula Kadphises, whose name
appears on the coins as kozolo kadaphes (KOZOAO KAAA®EY) or kozola
kadaphes (KOZOAA KAAAO®EY) in Greek. According to the same annals,
Qiujiuque invaded the kingdom of Anxi (perhaps the possession of the Indo-
Parthians south of the Hindu Kush) and captured Gaofu (Kabul), then Puda
(Pushkalavati) and Jibin (Kashmir) and died at the age of eighty. According to
the Hou Hanshu, the second Kushan king, Yangaozhen, was the son of
Qiujiuque (Kujula Kadphises), and he is credited with the destruction of
Tianzhu (India). Having captured India, Yangaozhen appointed a general there
to supervise and govern (see Thierry, 2005, pp. 470-3). When we take into
consideration that Kujula died at the age of eighty, his son may have ascended
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the throne at quite an advanced age. If we follow the information given in the
Rabatak inscription to the letter, Qiujiuque was Kujula Kadphises and
Yangaozhen would have been Vima Taktu, the grandfather of Kaniska I, as
revealed by the Rabatak inscription.

Kujula Kadphises’ reign could be fixed approximately by combining the
Chinese sources and the numismatic evidence. Kujula may be responsible for
minting some series imitating, at the beginning, the types of the posthumous
coins of the Indo-Greek Hermaios in the Arachosia and Paropamisadae
regions. This series depicted a crude portrait of Hermaios on the obverse and
Zeus seated on a throne on the reverse; it was followed by a series depicting a
larger bust of the king on the obverse and, on the reverse, Heracles standing
facing and holding a club, struck according to the Indian standard with
tetradrachms weighing 8.60 g (Bopearachchi, 1997).

The coin series of Kujula that carry on the obverse a large bust of the king and,
on the reverse, Heracles standing, facing, and holding a club are struck
according to the Indian standard (tetradrachm weighing 8.60 g). The male
portrait on the obverse of a regional issue of Kujula Kadphises has been taken
from Roman coinage. When one observes the treatment of details of the
profile and the hair in particular, Kujula’s portrait most resembles the Roman
emperor Augustus (Rosenfield, 1967, p. 13). Likewise the silver denarii of
Augustus that were used as a model for the coins of this series give a clear
terminus post quem for the dating of these posthumous issues in the name of
Hermaios. It is also believed that the seated figure on the reverse of this series,
wearing long trousers, a high pointed hat, and boots and carrying a sword, is
the depiction of Kujula himself.

A series of overstrikes shows that there was an intermediate period between
the bronze posthumous coins of Hermaios and the Kujula Kadphises coins. The
first series is that of the Indo-Parthian Gondophares (ca. CE 21-40) over a
posthumous bronze coin of Hermaios. The second series of overstrikes is that
of Kujula Kadphises on bronze coins of Gondophares.

With the reign of Kujula Kadphises, lord of the Kushan clan, the Yuezhi came
to be known as Kushan (Bopearachchi, 2008, pp. 45-52). The rise of the Kushan
empire under Kujula Kadphises in the regions of the Paropamisadae and
Gandhara should be thus placed around the middle of the first century of our
era. On the basis of these known data, Kujula Kadphises’ reign could be fixed
within CE 41-95.
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