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JUNGE, PETER JULIUS

JUNGE, PETER JULIUS, German ancient historian and Iranologist (b. 30
August 1913 in Bonn, killed 1943 in the Battle of Stalingrad). He attended
school in Breslau and studied subsequently at the University of Vienna, but
later returned to Breslau to study at its university the history of East Indo-
European peoples with Franz Miltner. He wrote his doctoral dissertation
(Saka-Studien, Breslau, 1936) under the supervision of the famed German
classicist Ernst Kornemann. In October 1937, he was appointed Academic
Assistant in the Staatliche Museum in Berlin and began working on the
Hellenistic material discovered by the German Turfan Expedition. A year later
he traveled to Persia and thoroughly studied Persepolis and Naqš-e Rostam
monuments and inscriptions. The Director of the American Expedition to
Persepolis, Erich F. Schmidt, called Junge a “talented young scholar” and a
“contributive guest” (p. x) and frequently cited him as an authority on Iranian
and classical topics. This trip prepared the groundwork for three studies:
“Satrapie und Natio,” a detailed account of the organization and people of the
Persian empire (only one part published; see Bibliography), “Kāra, zu
Heerwesen und Heeresverfassung,” on Achaemenid army and military
organization (also unpublished), and a biography of Darius the Great based
mainly on Iranian sources, which was presented as his post-doctoral
dissertation. Back in Innsbruck, Junge was appointed Associate Professor in
1940, but soon was called up to serve on the Western front, and later fell at or
near Stalingrad.

As was expected from the scholars who chose to remain in Germany, Junge
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joined the National Socialist party, and this has tarnished his standing in the
eyes of many scholars. But many of them ignore the quality of his scholarship
and his solidly documented contributions to Iranian studies. This was the
more remarkable because “Helleno-centrism” was at its height in his time, and
his own mentor, Franz Miltner, was an influential National Socialist professor
known for his fanatical “hellenophile” preaching; he believed that only the
self-sacrifice of the Greeks during the Persian Wars had protected the freedom
of the Western world from what he perceived as “Oriental barbarians” (see
Ulf, pp. 51-55). By contrast, Junge, though a student of such classicists as
Kornemann, W. Schur, and J. Vogt, broadened the scope of his researches by
discussing with, and profoundly learning from, such authorities in Oriental
studies as W. Weissbach, Hans Heinrich Schaeder, Erich F. Schmidt, and
Gustav Haloun. He thus gained a sound knowledge of Persian history and
archaeology and was able to demonstrate clearly the affinities between the
Persians and the Hellenes and present a favorable picture of Darius the Great
and his statesmanship. In fact, his book remains the only detailed biography of
that king in a European language, and “in matters of political history as well as
archaeological problems Junge’s works are still cited (justifiably) now and
then” (Wiesehöfer, p. 13 n. 28).
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