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JEVRI, AHISKALI

JEVRI (Cevri), AHISKALI (b. Ahıska, 1805; d. Diyarbakır, 1875), Ottoman poet
and translator. His first name was Ahmed (Aḥmad). He was a professional
soldier. In 1855 he was transferred to Diyarbakır. In 1867 he became medically
unfit for the army. In 1868 he was appointed vice-governor (mutasarrıf, Ar.-
Pers. mota-ṣarref) of Mardin and later became governor of Siverek in 1870 and
then of Rıdvan in 1871. He soon left the state service and came back to
Diyarbakır, where he died in 1875.

Jevri mastered the Persian language and translated about 5,000 couplets from
the Šāh-nāma of Ferdowsi into Ottoman Turkish in verse. This translation has
never been published. He also wrote some poems in Turkish.
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