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JARCI

JARCI, a public crier, announcer or herald, derived from the Mongol jar
(proclamation, announcement) and certainly also related to the Turkish yar as
in yarlig (Mo. jarlig), meaning decree or order (Doerfer, pp. 277-78; see also
explicitly in Natanzi, pp. 310, 322: jar farmudan). The term jar is first
encountered in the manual by Hendusah Nakjavani, in a context denoting
‘summons to service’ (e.g., p.- 16). In the Persian sources of the 15th century
concerning Timur’s conquests and the subsequent Timurid period, the
compound jar rasanidan/rasandan is found with the meaning ‘to order,
summon,’ chiefly in a military context (see examples in Doerfer, loc. cit., also
e.g., Hasan b. Sehab, pp. 32, 116, 119). The term jarci is perhaps used in the late
14th century by Zayn-al-Din (p. 122) but little can be learned from the context.

Jarcis are found listed among the members of the private household (kassa) at
the review of troops carried out by Soltan Kalil in Fars in 1476, with the
imputed role of ‘announcers;’ in this case, however (as also in Samarqgandji, p.
713), the role of shouting orders (jar) is assigned to the muster-masters
(tovacis) rather than to the jarcis (Minorsky, “Review,” pp. 154, 160, 161, idem,
Tadhkirat, 36). However, the jarcis certainly had their own established
position, at least by the end of the 15th century (Fazl-Allah b. Ruzbehan Konji
Esfahani, p. 242). Both tovacis and jarcis had a role in mustering and
mobilizing the troops at the beginning and the end of the Safavid period
(Korsah b. Qobad, pp. 7, 101; cf. Nasiri, pp. 223, 258, 305; Floor, p. 242),
although Floor considers that the office of tovaci-basi had given way, by the
1640s, to the jarci-basi.
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Criers or heralds naturally have a role in both civilian and military capacities.
Evidence of their existence is best documented in the Safavid period, at the
end of which jarcis are described as attached to several different departments
of government, but always with the same essential function of shouting loudly
(be avaz-e boland). Thus the jarcis of the household guard (kesik), who came
under the authority of the master of ceremony (ESik-aqasi-basi), shouted out
the names of the permanent guards of the royal household on duty every
night, to be recorded by the royal guard record keepers (kesik-nevisan; Mirza
Rafi'a, pp. 24, 102). Under the same authority, the jarcis are described as public
announcers of the Divan (Minorsky, Tadhkirat, p. 47), thus presumably
proclaiming orders and decrees issued by the government (cf. Floor, p. 243,
citing Kaempfer, Am hofe). Jarcis announced the taxes on staple foodstuffs
every week and also shouted warnings to the people to remain indoors when
the Shah rode out attended by the ladies of his harem (Doerfer, p. 279, citing
Chardin and Olearius, respectively). The jarci-basi, at the head of several jarcis,
was enrolled among the senior cavalrymen in charge of arsenal (qurcis) and
was in attendance at the Shah’s stirrup whether on journeys or in audience. At
camp (ordu), during the more general roll call of the great qorcis than the
reviews conducted by the Shah himself or the qorci-basi, his duty was to shout
out to each of the soldiers in turn to come for inspection, who was then paid
his specified wages on the approval of the qorci-basi (Mirza Rafi‘a, p. 120).

In a military context, jarcis were attached to the musketeers, under the
jurisdiction of the commander of the musketeers (tofangci-basis) (Mirza Rafi‘a,
p. 26, Minorsky, Tadhkirat, p. 48; Floor, p. 184), and also to the artillery (tup-
kana), under the authority of the cannon commander (tupci-basis) (Mirza
Rafi‘a, p. 32; Minorsky, p. 51; Floor, p. 196), and in each case their payments
were endorsed by the viziers of the respective departments (Minorsky, pp.
73-74). In these roles, their duty was presumably to shout orders to the troops,
with powerful voices to carry over the din of battle (cf. Floor, p. 266). Evidence
of these roles is relatively abundant also for the period of Nader Shah’s
campaigns (see e.g., Marvi, pp. 137, 172, 265, 292, 565, 594, 917, etc.).
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