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JAMALI, HAMED B. FAZL-
ALLAH

JAMALI, HAMED B. FAZL-ALLAH (b. Delhi, ca. 862/1457; d. Gujarat, 942/1535),
a Persian-speaking Indian poet. The information about his life is scarce. Jamali
was born around 862/1457 in Delhi. He traveled widely in Islamic lands,
visiting scholars, mystics, and religious figures, with several of whom he
formed friendships (Seyed-Gohrab in Jamali, 2002, pp. xi-xix; Hameed-ud Din
in Jamali, 1984, pp. 13-14; Storey, 1/2, No. 1280, pp. 968-72; Nafisi, I, pp. 312,
404-5). ‘Abd-al-Rahman Jami (d. 898/1492, q.v.) was one of his friends. ‘Ali-
Asgar Hekmat states that Jamali was Jami’s student, and that he returned to
India after Jami died in Herat in 898/1492 (Hekmat, p. 55).

Jamali’s spiritual teacher, Shaikh Sama’-al-Din Kanbuh (d. 901/1495), was
affiliated to the Sohravardiya Sufi order (Trimingham, pp. 33-37). He was also
Jamali’s uncle and father-in-law. Jamali venerated his teacher immensely and
paid homage to him in one of his poems (Jamali-Dehlavi, 2002, pp. 10-12;
Purjawadi, pp. 30-33).

Initially, Jamali had no significant relationship with the Lodi sultans, who
ruled over northern India from the middle of the 15th century until the first
quarter of the 16th century. Later, however, his spiritual guide, Shaikh Sama’*-
al-Din, advised him to function as poet-laureate to the Lodi sultan Sekandar II
b. Nezam Khan (r. 1489-1517). They had a dervish-king or philosopher-king
relationship, in which the king respected the dervish/philosopher for his high
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spiritual status and consulted him on earthly and godly matters.

Jamali died in 942/1535 in Gujarat and was buried in Delhi. His burial-place,
called Dargah-e Jamali (‘The Court/Shrine of Jamali’), has been visited by many
pilgrims. We have little information about Jamali’s personal life. He had three
sons: Hasan, Seyk-Gada'i (d. 976/1568-69), and ‘Abd-al-Hayy Hayati. The latter
was a famous poet and historian who wrote the history of Eslam Shah b. Sir
Shah Suri (r. 1545-54). Seyk-Gada’i was a poet and the chief chancellor at the
court of Ebrahim II b. Sekandar II Lodi (r. 1517-26) and later attended the
court of Akbar (r. 1556-1605, q.v.; see Siddiqui).

Jamali’s writings. Jamali wrote a number of works in verse and prose. Some
works ascribed to Jamali were, in fact, written by Pir Jamal Ardestani (d.
879/1474), the founder of the famous Sufi order Pir-Jamaliya. The confusion is
based on the fact that in various works Jamali is referred to under different
names, such as Darvi$ Jamali, Mowlana Jamali, Molla Jamali, Seyk Jamali-e
Kanbuh, and Jalal Khan. Jamali is, above all, famous for his two books. The
first, entitled Siar al-‘arefin (‘The Virtues of the Mystics’), is a memoir of Indian
mystics of the Cestiya (q.v.) Sufi order (Purjawadi in Jamali, 2005, pp. 127-62).
The second book is the collection of his poems (divan, q.v.), which comprises
nine thousand odd lines and includes three matnawi poems. One of the latter,
Mehr o Mah (‘The Sun and the Moon’), is a poetical imitation of Mohammad
Assar Tabrizi’s (d. 784/1382-83) famous romantic poem Mehr o Mostari (‘The
Sun and Jupiter’). Jamali’s second matnawi poem is titled Bayan-e haqa’eq-e
ahwal-e sayyed-e morsalin (‘The Explanation of the True States of the Lord of
Messengers’) and consists of two parts which describe the spiritual journey of
the Prophet Muhammad. The third matnawi poem is Mer‘at al-ma‘ani (‘The
Mirror of Meanings’); it is composed in the same way as Golsan-e raz (‘The
Rose-garden of Mystery’) of Mahmud Sabestari (686-720/1287-1320). This poem
can be divided into three parts: a) chapters one to three are devoted to the
doxology, the praise of the Prophet, and the praise of the Master of the Path; b)
chapters four to nineteen depict the beloved’s anatomy from head to foot; and
c) chapters twenty to thirty-eight expound several terms connected to mystical
states (ahwal), stations (maqamat), wine (Sarab), and love-play through the
contemplation of a beautiful beardless youth (Sahed-bazi; see Seyed-Gohrab in
Jamali, 2002, pp. xix-x1vi).
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