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JAHANBEGLU

JAHANBEGLU (or Janbeglu), one of several Kurdish tribes transplanted from
northwestern Persia to Mazandaran by Aga Mohammad Khan Qajar (r.
1789-97, q.v.) at the end of the 18th century to protect the province from
Turkmen raids (Fortescue, p. 316). Together with the Kurdish Modanlu tribe
and the Turkic Usanlu and Gerayli tribes, they formed a loose tribal
confederation called “Kord o Tork,” which the British officer L. S. Fortescue
estimated at 2,000 households after World War I (p. 316). According to
Fortescue, both the Jahanbeglu and the Modanlu were offshoots of the Mokri
tribe of Savoj-bolag (Mahabad). The Jahanbeglu settled in a handful of villages
between ASraf and Larim, north of Sari, where they became engaged chiefly in
cotton and rice cultivation (Fortescue, p. 316). But G. Melgunof, who traveled
in Mazandaran between 1858 and 1860, also mentions a group of Jahanbeglu
dwelling in a village southwest of the provincial capital (p. 195). Although in
1922 the Jahan-beglu and Modanlu still retained their original Kurdish dialect,
they had become “more or less assimilated to the Mazandaranis” (Fortescue, p.
313). Today they have lost their tribal identity to such an extent that they are
not even mentioned by Iraj Afsar-Sistani on his list of the tribes of
Mazandaran (pp. 1078-80).
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