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ISAAC

ISAAC, Bishop of Seleucia-Ctesiphon and Catholicos of the Church of the East
(399-410; see CHRISTIANITY i, ii, iii). Isaac is said to have come from Kashgar
and to have been a relative of an earlier bishop of Seleucia-Ctesiphon,
Tomarsa (363-71). He was elected to office (after an interregnum caused by
earlier persecution) in 399 at the time when Marutha, bishop of Maipharqat,
had been sent by the Roman emperor Arcadius on embassy to Yazdegerd I at
his winter residence in Seleucia-Ctesiphon. On this visit Marutha won the
shah’s favor as a result of his medical skill; thanks to this, Marutha’s second
embassy to Yazdegerd I in 410 provided the opportunity to get royal
permission to summon a synod of 40 bishops, to strengthen Isaac’s position
against some bishops who were causing him trouble, and to regularize church
affairs in general. At this synod Marutha read out a letter from the “western
bishops” (that is, from the Eastern Roman Empire) and the doctrinal creed of
the Council of Nicaea (325) was formally accepted by the Church of the East,
along with the decrees of various provincial church synods of the Eastern
Roman Empire. Internal church affairs were also regulated in a series of 21
canons.

The texts of the Creed and of the canons survive in both an East and a West
Syriac recension, and it is the latter which has preserved the original text of
the form of the Nicaean Creed accepted at the synod.

The most detailed (but clearly, edited) account of this important synod of 410
is found in the East Syriac collection of synods known as the Synodicon
Orientale. Shorter, but sometimes also embroidered, accounts are to be found
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notably in the Chronicle of Seert (sec. 66), Barhebraeus’ Ecclesiastical History
(I1.16), and the East Syriac writers Mari and Sliba. It should be noted that,
although the embassies of Marutha are mentioned both in Socrates,
Ecclesiastical History (VIL.8) and in the Armenian and Greek Lives of Marutha,
no reference is made in any of these sources either to the synod of 410 or to
Isaac.
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