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ILEDONG

ILEDONG, site in Central Asia. Its location is not quite certain. The name itself
(Eastern Turkish for “a road-sign hillock”) is no help in the identification, as it
is a factual description rather than a real place name, iles being “road signs,
established on every dominant height or hill in the form of small stone cairns”
(S. Hedin, who transcribes ille-dung). It has been suggested that it should be
identified with Kuduk-Kél near Dumaqu in the eastern part of the Khotan
region (G. Gropp, Archdologische Funde aus Khotan, Chinesisch-Ostturkestan,
Bremen, 1974, p. 24). Twenty-six items labeled “Ile-dong” were brought back to
Europe by M. Auriel Stein from his third expedition. They were collected for
him by Badruddin Khan in Khotan and include a number of Khotanese
fragments of Mahayana Buddhist works and a Khotanese document on a
wooden tablet, as well as two Tibetan and some Sanskrit fragments (M. A.
Stein, Innermost Asia, Oxford, 1928, pp. 1020, 1026-27, and 1098; the Tibetan
fragments are not listed). Of the Khotanese fragments, Illedong 04 and 06 are
from the Suvarnabha-sottamasttra, Illedong 05 and 017 from the Sanghata-
sttra, and Iledong 015.1 from the Bhaisajyaguruvaidur-yaprabharajasitra
(q.v.).
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