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HUR

HUR, name of a newspaper and a monthly journal published in Tehran.

 

(1) The newspaper Hur covered political issues and also carried
advertisements. It began publication in Ordibehešt 1322 Š./May 1943 and
continued until issue 19 of the third year, 2 Šahrivar 1324 Š./ 24 August 1945;
but it suffered a number of closures in its short life. The newspaper was
published by ʿAli Jawāher-Kalām (writer and translator, b. 1312/1896, Najaf),
whose opponents accused him of supporting British policies. He was closely
associated with the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company (q.v.) and supported its actions
in the Iranian press (Rāʾin, p. 278, Ṭāher-Aḥmadi, p. 40). Hur joined the rank of
the papers (known as Jebha-ye esteqlāl) that defended the government of
Moḥammad Sāʿed and opposed the Freedom Front (Jebha-ye āzādi) on the oil
question. Later the paper supported Sayyed Żiāʾ-al-Din Taṟbā-ṭabāʾi, who had
been the prime minister after the 1921 coup d’état (q.v.).

 

Hur was closed down several times as a result of charges brought against it by
some of its readers as well as by other journalists. The paper was first closed
down on 19 Šahrivar 1322 Š./10 September 1943; it occasionally carried
cartoons, and one of the shah was said to be disrespectful of the monarchy
(Salāmi and Rustāʾi, pp. 33, 37). This closure lasted thirteen months. The paper
was closed down again after issue 16 of its second year (12 Āḏar 1323 Š./3
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December 1944) by the military governor of Tehran (Salāmi and Rustāʾi, pp.
62-63); it was rumored that this closure was due to pressure from the Soviet
Embassy (Abutorābiān, p. 164). The paper was closed down at other times for
short periods, but Jawāher-Kalām did not remain idle. Each time, he brought
out other newspapers under different names: Nasim-e ṣabā, Sargozašt, Nasim-
e šemāl, Ārezu, Bonyād, Kānun, Waẓifa. One of the last times the paper was
shut down was when another paper, Irān-e mā (q.v.), brought charges against
it of libel and insult to the opponents of Sayyed Żiāʾ. This resulted in the
indictment of Jawāher Kalām.

 

Hur was published with red headings on four pages. Initially it carried five
columns on each page of 30 x 42 cm. From its third year, each page carried six
columns and was 35 x 49 cm. Its annual subscription rate was 400 riāls, and
single issues were sold for two riāls. After it was printed on larger paper, its
annual rate increased to 600 riāls. Incomplete series of the paper can be found
at the Majles Library, the central library of Tehran University, Iran’s National
Library, ʿAllāma Ṭabāṭabāʾi Library (Shiraz), and the Library of Congress.

 

(2) The bilingual (Persian and Armenian) monthly journal Hur was published
in Tehran from Tir 1350 Š./July 1971 until Ḵordād 1353 Š./June 1974. The
publisher and editor, who held a doctorate in chemistry, was Gāgig
Howākimiān (b. 1309/1911). He worked with a number of Muslim and
Armenian intellectuals; and the journal covered literary, cultural, and
historical developments and carried news about the Armenian community in
Iran. Hur was published in the printing office of Waḥid; the page size was 16.5
x 23 cm, in one column per page and with color photographs. Its annual
subscription rate was 700 riāls for subscribers in Iran and 12 dollars for
overseas. Series of the journal can be found in the Majles Library, the library
of Tehran University, Iran’s National Library, the National Library of Tabriz,
the library of Mirzā-ye Širāzi (University of Shiraz), the library of the
University of Göttingen, the British Library, and the library of the University of
Chicago.
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