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HOSAM-AL-DIN CALABI

HOSAM-AL-DIN CALABI, HASAN B. MOHAMMAD b. Hasan, Ebn AKki Tork
(d. 683/1284), leading disciple and first successor of Jalal-al-Din Rumi, who
wrote down and edited his master’s original dictations of the Mathnawi
(Matnawi). Information about the life of Hosam-al-Din is found in sources
which aim primarily to narrate Rumi’s life-story and provide a contextual
framework for the composition of his literary works. Rumi himself often heaps
praise on Hosam-al-Din, in particular in his Mathnawi (most conspicuously at
the beginning of each of the six books), which he even refers to as “Hosami-
nama” (Mathnawi VI, v. 2). This high praise is corroborated in Rumi’s Divan-e
Sams-e Tabrizi as well as several of his letters (e.g., Maktubat, p. 102).

Hosam-al-Din was born in Konya, Turkey, in around 622/1225. His family
originated from Urmia in western Azarbaijan. His father, following the
tradition of his ancestors, was the leader of a fotowwa brotherhood (youth
guild; see javanmardi), and for this reason the title “Aki” (brother) is used
before their names (Taeschner; Lewis, p. 216). Hosam-al-Din was still very
young when his father, Aki Tork, passed away, but nevertheless the members
of his father’s brotherhood are said to have accepted him as his successor.
Aflaki reports further (pp. 738-39) that Hosam-al-Din led all his followers to
Rumi, and also transferred the wealth of the brotherhood to Rumi’s order.

After the disappearance of Sams-al-Din Tabrizi (Rumi’s mentor) in 645/1247,
Rumi devoted more time to the instruction of disciples and decided to entrust
the administration of the waqf endowment of his order to a deputy. Hosam-al-
Din succeeded the first incumbent, Salah-al-Din Zarkub, and held the position
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until Rumi’s death. Passages in the Mathnawi express Rumi’s confidence in his
competence and sincerity, such that he rebukes the jealousy and backbiting of
the older disciples, whom he had placed under his authority (Mathnawi I, v.
431; II, v. 1127). Rumi’s high opinion of him is further illustrated by his
securing for Hosam-al-Din the position of shaikh of the Sufi lodge of Zia-al-Din
Wazir (Maktubat, p. 219; Aflaki, pp. 754-55).

The Mathnawi refers to Rumi and Hosam-al-Din staying up together all night
in discussion sessions (Mathnawi I, v. 1817). During one of these sessions
Hosam-al-Din is credited with having prompted Rumi to start composing the
Mathnawi itself, by suggesting that he follow the examples of Sana’i and ‘Attar
in this regard (Sepahsalar, p. 142). Rumi then started to dictate his teachings in
matnawi (couplet) form and Hosam-al-Din would write them down. After the
first of the six books of the Mathnawi was completed, in around 660/1262
(Lewis, pp. 221-3), there was a pause on account of the death of Hosam-al-Din’s
wife, which deeply affected him. In 662/1263-4, Hosam-al-Din resumed his
important role as scribe and editor, writing down the Mathnawi as Rumi
dictated, and then reviewing and emending it afterwards in consultation with
him.

After Rumi’s death, in 672/1273, his disciples and family accepted his deputy
Hosam-al-Din as successor. According to Sepahsalar (p. 146), a conflict arose
among the disciples over whether Hosam-al-Din or Rumi’s son Soltan Valad
should be the successor, but this was resolved when Soltan Valad himself
acknowledged Hosam-al-Din as being more worthy of the honor. Hosam-al-Din
held the position of shaikh of Rumi’s order until his death in 683/1284, when
he was succeeded by Soltan Valad.
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