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HASANI, ABU’L-ABBAS AHMAD B. EBRAHIM, Zaydi scholar from Amol in
Tabarestan, who flourished in the first half of the 3rd/9th century and taught
three Caspian Zaydi imams. His full lineage is Ahmad b. Ebrahim b. Hasan b.
Ebrahim b. Hasan b. Mohammad b. Solayman b. Dawud b. Hasan b. Hasan b.
‘Ali b. Abi Taleb. His ancestor Mohammad b. Solayman had led a Zaydi revolt
in Medina in concert with the rebellion of Abu’l-Saraya in Iraq in 199/814. His
grandfather Hasan b. Ebrahim moved to Amol and assisted the later founder
of the Zaydi imamate in the Yemen, Yahya b. Hosayn al-Hadi ela’l-Haqq, whose
mother was his paternal aunt, during his visit to the town between 270/884
and 275/889. Abu’l-‘Abbas Hasani became the most prominent propagator of
Hadi’s religious and legal doctrine in Ta-barestan in his generation. As such, he
is counted among the Qasemiya, the legal school founded by Hadi’s
grandfather Qasem b. Ebrahim, as against the Naseriya, the school founded by
al-Naser al-Otrus. Later reports that he was originally an Imami are unreliable.

Nothing is known about his early education in feqh. When he visited Ray in
322/934 as a young man, he was already sufficiently well-trained to engage in
legal disputation in defence of the doctrine of al-Hadi. According to his own
account (Abu Taleb, Efada, p. 132), he went there in order to hear the Kufan
Zaydi scholar Abu Zayd ‘Isa b. Mohammad al-‘Alawi and the famous Safe‘i
Hadith expert Ebn Abi Hatem al-Razi among others. He also attended the
debating sessions of the Hanafi scholar Abu Bakr al-Kattab, and may have
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studied kalam there too under Abu Bakr Mohammad b. Ebrahim al-Maqgane‘i
al-Razi, a pupil of Abu'l-Qasem al-Balki. Like Hadi he adhered to the Baghdad
school of the Mo‘tazela. He is known to have heard traditions also in Kufa,
Mecca, and Hamadan. Among the numerous traditionists from whom he
transmitted were the prominent Zaydi scholars Ebn ‘Oqda of Kufa and ‘Abd-al-
‘Aziz b. Eshaq b. Ja‘far, known as Ebn al-Baqqgal, of Baghdad, the compiler of
the Majmu’ al-feqh of Zayd b. ‘Ali. He taught Abu ‘Abd-Allah b. Da‘, the later
Imam al-Mahdi (d. 360/970), Zaydi law in the 320s/930s. Later he taught the
Bothani brothers Abu’l-Hosayn, the later Imam Mo’ayyad be’l-lah (d. 411/1020),
and Abu Taleb, the later Imam al-Nateq be’l-Haqq (d. ca. 424/1033), law and
kalam.

His works included: 1. Sarh al-Ahkam, a commentary on Hadi’s comprehensive
law book al-Ahkam. It consisted of six volumes and was extant in the Yemen in
the 11th/17th century. 2. Sarh al-Montakab, a commentary on Hadi’s legal
compendium al-Montakab. 3. al-Nosus, on proof texts, which is frequently
quoted in later Zaydi legal works. 4. Sarh al-Nosus, a commentary on the
former. 5. Masa'el al-kelaf, in which he discussed points of conflict between the
legal doctrine of Hadi and Qasem and of Abu Hanifa and Safe‘i. 6. al-Radd
ala’l-nahel le’l-kelaf bayn al-Hadi wa’l-Naser le’l-Haqq, in which he presumably
argued that there was no conflict between the legal doctrines of Hadi and
Naser Otrus$. 7. al-Masabih, containing biographies of the Prophet and the
Zaydi imams, is extant in manuscript form. Unfinished at the time of his death,
it was completed by his pupil ‘Ali b. Belal largely on the basis of material left
by him. The book reflects his strong support of the imamates of Qasem, Hadi
and his sons, Mohammad al-Mortaza and Ahmad al-Naser, as well as his
hostility towards the Zaydi emirs of Tabarestan, Hasan b. Zayd and
Mohammad b. Zayd, whom he characterizes as unjust rulers.

The death date given for him in the late sources, 353/964, seems too early, if
the birth date of Abu Taleb Nateq, given as 340/951-52, is correct. His tomb in
Amol was still recognized and visited in the 7th/13th century.
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