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HAJI ‘ALILU

HAJI ‘ALILU, a Turkic tribe of Persian Azarbaijan. Its main branch lives north
of Varzaqgan and Ahar, in Qarajadag (Arasbaran); another branch dwells in the
vicinity of Maraga. In 1960, both branches were still nomadic. The summer
quarters of the Haji ‘Alilu of Qarajadag were in the subdistricts (dehestan) of
Dezmar and Uzumdel; their winter quarters were in the subdistricts of Keyvan
and Garmaduz. The summer quarters of the Haji ‘Alilu of Maraga were in the
Kuh-e Sahand; their winter quarters were on the eastern shores of Lake
Urmia, from Gogan (northwest of AzarSahr) to the delta of the Jagatu/
Zarrinarud River. The clans (tira) of the Haji ‘Alilu of Qarajadag are:
Qarakanlu, Tarakema, Yagbastelu, Moqaddam, Uzbek Moqaddam, Ganjalu,
Qarabaglu, Careklu, Madadlu, Pir ‘Alilu, Zeynbeglu, Kangarlu, and Qaradaglu.
The clans of the Haji ‘Alilu of Maraga are: Inallu, Zargar, Yagbastelu, and
DoSmallu (Oberling, pp. 71, 72 and 75). According to Lady Sheil, the Haji ‘Alilu
tribe comprised some 800 families in 1849 (p. 396).

At least some of the Haji ‘Alilu clans lived north of the Aras River before the
wars with Russia in the early 19th century, and indeed the names Ganjalu and
Qarabaglu do suggest a past association with that region (Oberling, p. 72). It is
said that the Haji ‘Alilu distinguished themselves during these conflicts and
that the chief of the tribe, Asad-Allah Soltan, lost as many as nine sons fighting
for Persia (Mojtahedi, II, pp. 56-57). After the Treaty of Turkamancay in 1828,
‘Abbas Mirza (q.v.) invited the Haji ‘Alilu who inhabited the region north of the
Araxes, along with many other Turkic nomads of Qarabag, to move south of
the new border with Russia, and offered them new pastures (Oberling, p. 72).
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The Haji ‘Alilu played an important role in the Persian Constitutional
Revolution of 1906-11 (q.v.). Their chief, Sam Khan Amir(-e) ArSad, and his
brother, Mohammad Hosayn Khan Sardar(-e) ‘ASayer, supported the
Constitutionalists. In the winter of 1288 S./1909-10, they helped Ep’rem
(Yeprem) Khan (q.v.) crush the Calabianlu (q.v.) and their allies, who, under
the leadership of Rahim Khan, had been the major supporters of the deposed
Mohammad-‘Ali Shah in his bid to regain the Qajar throne. After the execution
of Rahim Khan in Tabriz, in September 1911, Amir (-e) ArSad filled the power
vacuum left by him. He extended his influence as far as Khoy, and, for ten
years held sway over a vast area north of Tabriz, Varzagan and Ahar. But in
1300 $./1921-22, when the governor-general of Azarbaijan, Mokber-al-Saltana,
sent him with a force of approximately 1,000 tribal warriors and 1,500
gendarmes on a campaign against the insurgent Kurdish rebel leader, Esma’il
Aqa Simqo Sakak, he was killed in the village of Tasuj, near Marand. He was
succeeded as chief by Sardar(-e) ‘ASayer. However, with the emergence of Reza
Khan (the future Reza Shah), the influence of the Haji ‘Alilu in northern
Persian Azarbaijan quickly waned. In 1301 S./ 1922-23, Sardar(-e) ‘Asayer was
arrested and his private army disbanded, thus putting an end to Haji ‘Alilu
hegemony in Qarajadag.
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