HAFEZ XIII. - XIV. HAFEZ’S TOMB
(HAFEZIYA)

En CYCI Op x dia II‘al’li ca Article by Kuros Kamali Sarvestani

Published: December 15, 2002
Last Updated: October 12, 2016

HAFEZ XIII. - XIV. HAFEZ’S
TOMB (HAFEZIYA)

HAFEZ

xiii. FAL-E HAFEZ. See FAL-NAMAHA; DIVINATION.

xiv. HAFEZ’S TOMB (HAFEZIYA)

The tomb of Hafez and the surrounding area, formerly known as Takiya-ye
Hafez. The Hafeziya is located south of the Qur'an Gate (Darvaza-ye Qor'an) on
the northern edge of Shiraz, at the beginning of Golestan Street, formerly
known as Karabat Street. It is on the site of the famous Golgast-e Mosalla, the
pleasure ground often mentioned in the poems of Hafez, and occupies about
19,000 square meters, incorporating one of Shiraz’s most famous cemeteries,
Kak-e Mosalla.

In 856/1452, some sixty years after Hafez’s death, the Timurid governor of
Fars, Abu’l-Qasem Mirza Babor b. Baysonqor (q.v.), ordered his vizier, Sams-al-
Din Mohammad Yagma'i, to erect a dome-like structure over Hafez’s grave in
the Mosalla garden. In the front part of the garden he also built a large pool,
which was filled from the nearby Roknabad stream (Sami, 1984, p. 366). This
building was restored twice, first in the reign of the Safavid Shah ‘Abbas I
(1587-1629), and again on the order of Nader Shah AfSar (r. 1736-47), both
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times as the result of omens (fal; see DIVINATION) taken from Hafez’s Divan
(see DaneSpazuh, p. 170). In 1187/1772-73, Karim Khan Zand (r. 1751-79)
enlarged and enclosed the site. He built a vaulted hall (talar) in the style of the
Divan-kana palace he had made, with four massive tall stone columns, open
on the north and south and flanked by two large rooms on the east and west
sides. This building effectively divided the area into two separate sections, the
Naranjestan (orange grove) in the front, and the Gurestan (cemetery) in the
back. Hafez’s tomb was located outside and behind this building, in the middle
of the cemetery. Over the grave he placed a marble slab, which still exists
today. On this slab two lyrics (ghazal, q.v.) by Hafez were inscribed in nastaliq
style (see CALLIGRAPHY) by the calligrapher Haji Aqasi Beg AfSar-e
Azarbayjani. The ghazal beginning

MoZda-ye wasl-e to ku k’az sar-e jan bar kizam
Tayer-e qods-am o az har do jahan bar kizam

was inscribed in relief in the center panel on the grave just under the Arabic
phrase Howa’l-baqi, and the ode beginning

Ey del golam-e Sah-e jahan bas o sah bas
Peyvasta dar hemayat-e lotf-e elah bas

on the margin around the first ode. The date of his death is also inscribed in
the chronogram “kak-e mosalla” on the lower corner of the grave (Gaffari, p.
358; Fasa'l, ed. Rastgar, I, p. 514; Mostafawi, p. 53; Perry, p. 277; Karimi, 1948,
pp. 15-16).

Subsequent construction on the site was carried out largely by various
governors of Fars. In 1273/1857, Tahmasb Mirza Mo'ayyed-al-Dawla restored
and repaired the tomb. In 1295/1878, Mo‘tamed-al-Dawla Far-had Mirza (q.v.)
built a wooden enclosure around the tomb (Fasa’i, ed. Rastegar, II, pp. 1201-2).
Later, in 1899, again as the result of an omen taken from the Divan, a
Zoroastrian philanthropist called Kosrow obtained permission from the ulema
of Shiraz to build a shrine (boq'a) of iron and wood around the grave. Before it
was completed, however, the influential doctor of religious law (mojtahed) of
Shiraz ‘Ali-Akbar Fal-Asiri (q.v.) led his followers to the site and had the
building destroyed, on the pretext that a Zoroastrian was raising a building
over the grave of a Muslim. Although the resulting public outcry caused the
government in Tehran to order its reconstruction, Fal-Asiri declared that he
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would destroy anything built there, even by the king himself (Sa‘idi-Sirjani,
ed., pp. 582-83; Karimi, pp. 16-17). The building remained in ruins until
1319/1901, when Malek Mansur So‘a-al-Saltana secured funding for an iron
transenna to be built around the grave (PLATE I). The transenna was
commissioned and designed by ‘Ali-Akbar Mozayyen-al-Dawla Naqqas-basi;
around it ran a verse inscription including the date and names of the patrons.
Mozayyen-al-Dawla also ordered that both sides of Karim Khan’s hall be
adorned with marble slabs, on which the ghazal beginning

Rawza-ye kold-e barin kalwat-e darvisan ast
Maya-ye mohtasami kedmat-e darvisan ast

was inscribed in the calligraphy of Mir ‘Emad (fl. 17th cent.), copied by the
Qajar artist ‘Abd-al-Samad Lala-basi (Karimi, pp. 17-18, who quotes the
inscription; Sami, 1959, p. 62).

In 1310 S./1931, Faraj-Allah Bahrami Dabir-e A'zam (q.v.), the governor-general
of Isfahan and Fars, erected a large stone portal in the south wall of the
Hafeziya and repaired its walls and ndaranjestan (Karimi, 1948, p. 18). Further
plans for renovation remained in abeyance until, in 1935, the Department of
Education of Fars, on the initiative of ‘Ali-Asgar Hekmat (q.v.), the Minister of
Education, arranged for the construction of a new building. The French
archeologist André Godard (qg.v.), the technical director of the Department of
Antiquities, drew up an appropriate design. Execution of this project was
delegated to ‘Ali Riazi, the head of the Department of Education of Fars, and
‘Ali Sami was put in charge of its supervision (Karimi, 1948, pp. 18-19; Sami,
1959, pp. 59-60).

The present building is in the style of the period of Karim Khan Zand. Over
Hafez’s gravestone—raised one meter above ground level, and surrounded by
five circular steps—there is a copper dome shaped like a dervish’s hat,
supported by eight columns ten meters in height (PLATE II). The interior of the
dome is covered in polychrome glazed tilework; eight distichs of the ghazal
beginning

Hejab-e cehra-ye jan misavad gobar-e tan-am
Kosa dam-i ke az an cehra parda bar fekanam

are inscribed in tolot script on eight massive stones, one on each column.
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Karim Khan Zand’s four-columned hall has been incorporated into a new and
spacious hall, with sixteen additional identical stone columns; Karim Khan’s
four columns occupy the center of this building.

This twenty-columned veranda (ayvan, q.v.) divides the Hafeziya into two
sections, north and south. Hafez’s tomb is located in the northern section, as is
also a library 440 square meters in area (formerly the tomb of Qasem Khan
walj, d. 1873; Karimi, p. 24), which contains 10,000 volumes and is used as a
center for Hafez scholarship. On the external fagade of the hall, facing the
entrance garden, the ghazal beginning Gol-‘edari ze golestan-e jahan ma-ra bas/
Z’in caman saya-ye an sarv-e ravan ma-ra bas is inscribed on azure glazed tiles.
Also in this section are orange trees and two large rectangular pools, on the
eastern and western sides, which provide water for the large pools in the
entrance garden, as well as a recently established traditional coffeehouse, 330
square meters in area. On the walls of this section of the Hafeziya, odes from
Hafez’s Divan are inscribed on tiles and marble slabs in the calligraphy of
‘Abd-al-Hamid Malek-al-Kalami (q.v.; d. 1949): on the north wall is the ghazal
beginning Sahar-am hatef-e mey-kana be dawlat-kvahi/Goft baz ay ke dirina-ye
in dargah-i; on the south wall the ghazal Co besnavi sokan-e ahl-e del magu ke
kata’st/SokanSends na-i jan-e man kata inja’st;on the east wall the ghazal
Mazra*-e sabz-e falak didam o das-e mah-e now/Yad-am az keSta-ye kis amad o
hangam-e derow; and on the west wall the ode Bia ke qasr-e amal sakt sost
bonyad ast/Biar bada ke bonyad-e ‘omr bar bad ast (Sami, 1959, pp. 62-64).

The southern section of the Hafeziya constitutes the entrance garden, with
orange trees, two large flower gardens, paths, and a stream. In the middle of
each garden is a large rectangular pool. The stone edges of these pools came
originally from a pool in the north garden of Bag-e Nazar, a part of the Divan-
kana palace of Karim Khan Zand, which was destroyed during the extension of
Karim Khan Zand Boulevard (the partially remaining south garden is now the
Pars Museum). The stones were transferred to the Hafeziya to build the
present pools (Karimi, 1948, p. 41). On each side of the courtyard there is a
large orange grove. The south wall and the entrance are made of iron railings.
The area of the southern section, from the entrance to the garden to the steps
of the central hall, is 9,985 square meters.

A number of famous people are buried in the vicinity of Hafez’s grave. They
include poets, scholars, and other notables of Shiraz: the poets and scholars
Ahli Sirazi (q.v.), Mirza KucCek Wesal Sirazi, Mohammad-Nasir Forsat-al-Dawla
(q.v.), Lotf-'Ali Suratgar, Faridun Taval-lali, Mehdi Hamidi, Naser-al-Din Salar




Vol. XI, Fasc. 5, pp. 505-507 @
)

(Salar-e Jang), Mohammad-Kalil Raja’i; the mystic Mohammad-Hasem Dahabi;
and the writer Rasul Parvizi. The mausoleum of Qawam-al-Molk Sirazi and his
family (the Qawamiya) is also found here (Karimi, pp. 23-24).
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