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GUIDI’'S CHRONICLE

GUIDI’'S CHRONICLE, an anonymous, 7th-century chronicle of Nestorian
Christians, known also as “the Khuzistan Chronicle,” written in Syriac and
covering the period from the reign of the Sasanian Hormizd/Hormoz IV
(579-89) to the middle of the 7th century and the time of the early Arab
conquests. It was discovered by Ignazio Guidi, who presented it at the Eighth
International Congress of Orientalists in 1889 and published it with Latin
translation in 1903. In view of the paucity of other sources for this period of
late Sasanian history, the chronicle takes on a particular importance. The
work consists of short narratives, arranged in rough chronological order,
covering both secular and ecclesiastical matters. The title given to the text,
“Episodes taken from Ecclesiastical and Secular Histories,” indicates that it is
just an excerpt from a larger work that has been incorporated into a large
collection of East Syriac Canon Law, preserved in a 14th-century manuscript
(Baghdad, Chaldean Monastery 509; olim Alqosh ms 169), as well as in a
number of modern apographs in European libraries, from one of which
Guidi’s edition was made.

The author was clearly someone in high ecclesiastical office and generally well
informed; he can hardly have been writing later than about 660 C.E. It has
been suggested by Pierre Nautin that the author of much of the chronicle
should be identified as Elias, the metropolitan of Marv, but this remains far
from certain. Among the secular events covered in the chronicle are: the revolt
of Bahram Cobin (sec. 1; q.v.); the flight of Kosrow II Parvéz and his return
(secs. 2-3); the brothers Bendoy and Bestam (sec. 4, see BESTAM o BENDOY);
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the revolt of Nisibis (sec. 7); Khosrow and No'man of Hira (sec. 9); Phocas’
revolt against the Byzantine emperor Maurice and the Persian capture of Dara
(q.v.) in upper Mesopotamia (sec. 10); Khosrow’s treasurer Yazdin (sec. 18); the
Sasanian capture of Jerusalem and Alexandria (secs. 21-22); events during the
Persian occupation of Palestine (secs. 23-25); Heraclius’ campaigns (sec. 26);
the revolt of Samta and Néew Ormezd (sec. 27); the death of Khosrow II Parvéz
(sec. 28); the reign of Seroe and the fall of the Christian Samta, son of Yazdin
(secs. 29-30), a major conspirator for the fall of Kosrow II; the death of Seroe
and reigns of Ardasir III and Farrokan Sahr Baraz (secs. 33-34); the reign of
Boran and the embassy to Heraclius (sec. 35); the reign of Yazdegerd III (sec.
36); the early Arab conquests (sec. 37); the resistance to the Arabs put up by
the Persian general Hormozan in Tostar, the old name of Sustar, in Kuzestan,
and its eventual fall (secs. 48-50); Kaled b. Walid’s campaigns in the west (sec.
51); the death of Heraclius (sec. 52); some information on the Ka'ba and certain
Arab towns (secs. 54-55).
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