GORGIJANIDZE, PARSADAN
Article by Jamshid Giunashvili

Encyclopaedia Iranica

Published: March 8, 2016
Last Updated: March 9, 2016

GORGIJANIDZE, PARSADAN

GORGIJANIDZE, PARSADAN (b. Gori, Georgia, ca. 1626; d. 1696), a
distinguished Georgian literary figure who served in the Safavid
administration as deputy governor (na’eb-e daruga) of Isfahan and royal
chamberlain (iSik-aqasi); he was also a historian.

During the 16th and early 17th century, Georgians held important positions in
the government and cultural spheres in the Safavid Iran (see GEORGIA vii.
Georgians in the Safavid Administration). Georgian regal offsprings were
appointed as military leaders (e.g., Allahverdi Khan) and city metropolis
governors (daruga; Kutsia, pp. 93-103). Parsadan Gorgijanidze is the most
distinguished figure of the latter group in the second half of the 17th century.

Gorgijanidze was raised from the age of ten at Kartli in eastern Georgia at the
palace of Kosrow Mirza Rostam Khan, Shah Safi I’s (r. 1629-42) vice-regent in
Georgia. He received a proper education and learned Persian, and several
times he was sent by Kosrow Mirza on various missions to Iran.

Kosrow Mirza’s close relationship with Shah Safi I dated from 1618, when he
held the posts of divanbegi and daruga of Isfahan under Shah ‘Abbas I (r.
1588-1629), and was firmly based on his critical role in the accession of Shah
Safi in 1629 after the death of Shah ‘Abbas (Eskandar Mirza, p. 1078; tr., p.
1302; Chick, ed., p. 308; Wali-qoli Samlu, pp. 209-10). In 1632, following unrest
in Kartli, Shah Safi sent Kosrow Mirza, now titled Rostam Khan, as his vice-
regent there (wali; Giunashvili, pp. 149-50).
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In 1656, with a recommendation from Kosrow Mirza, Shah ‘Abbas II (r.
1642-66) appointed Gorgijanidze daruga of Isfahan (Wahid Qazvini, p. 386).
However, Gorgijanidze soon faced insuperable problems, which he refers to as
“the great animosity and envy that he faced over Persia from officers who did
not tolerate a rival” (Javakhishvili, 1945, p. 286). Shah ‘Abbas held an inquiry
into the case and had a culprit blinded. He also removed Gorgijanidze from
the daruga position, granted him the post of iSik-aqasi (master of ceremonies),
and gave him five villages in the Golpayagan area as a fief (Maeda, pp. 220-21).
However, Gorgijanidze again became target of slanders, this time, as he
mentions himself, “by the Georgian king” (Vakhtang V ?). Consequently, he
was exiled to Shushtar, a town in southwest Iran, where he remained in
banishment for six years (1666-71; Kiknadze, p. 16; Maeda, pp. 221-22).

Gorgijanidze was quite active in the promotion of the cultural aspects of
Georgia. He actively participated in rewriting of the Georgian versions of the
Sah-nama, as well as in its versification and editing (see SAH-NAMA
TRANSLATIONS ii. Into Georgian). He was the first compiler of the Georgian-
Arabic-Persian dictionary, which has been edited twice. He also translated
into Georgian some major oriental works, including Jame*-e ‘abbasi, a Persian
manual on Shi‘ite jurisprudence by Shaikh Baha’-al-Din ‘Ameli (d. 1621; R.
Kiknadze, p. 8).

Gorgijanidze also made a notable contribution to the revitalization of
Georgian historiography, which had gone through a period of serious decline,
following the Mongol invasion up to Tamerlane’s onslaught (14th-15th cents.).
Georgian historiography in the 15th-16th centuries is a truthful recorded
image of Georgia’s decline (Javakhishvili, 1996, p. 278).

The rise of Georgian historical writings began in the second half of 17th
century. In the last decades of the same century, Gorgijanidze wrote the first
historical work while living in Isfahan, “The Life of Georgia” (“A history of
Georgia”), in which is related a history of Georgia and neighboring countries
from the adoption of Christianity in Eastern Georgia (Kartli) in the beginning
of the 4th century up to the end of 16th century. This work was extended by
the author up to the last part of the 17th century (Kiknadze, pp. 8, 17).

Academician I. Javakhishvili divided Gorgijanidze’s “History” into four parts:
(a) from the very beginning until the reign of Queen Tamar (12th-13th cents.);
(b) from the sovereignty of Queen Tamar until the 14th century; (c) from
Tamerlane until the middle of the 17th century; and (d) from the middle to the
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end of the 17th century, thus filling the gaps in Georgian historiography.

Gorgijanidze, due to his significant position at the Persian royal court, must
have been well aware of the contemporary political events in Georgia, which
makes the last part of his work a reliable source of valuable data and great
significance for the study of Georgia’s history (Javakhishvili, 1996, p. 288). On
the other hand, since he had been living in Iran for a long time without having
access to Georgian sources related to ancient period of Georgian history, he
had to rely mainly on Armenian and Persian historical and literary works for
the first part of his history (Javakhishvili, 1996, p. 25). In the last part,
Gorgijanidze performed the task that, nearly two centuries later, was carried
on by Marie Brosset (1802-80) and Bernhard Dorn (1805-81) by compiling
Persian historical data on Georgia (Kiknadze, p. 20).

Recorded in Gorgijanidze’s “History” are attested facts that are not mentioned
in other Georgian sources. It is a rich source of informative data, mostly quite
significant for scholarly research dealing with existing historical works, and it
elucidates many issues of Georgian history in the 12th-13th centuries.
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