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GOLḴANI, MOḤAMMAD ŠARIF

GOLḴANI, MOḤAMMAD ŠARIF (1770s-1827), poet and satirist from Kokand
(Ḵōqand), bilingual in Persian and Chaghatay (see CHAGHATAY LANGUAGE
AND LITERATURE).

Little is known about the life of Golḵani. His given name was Moḥammad-
Šarif, but he is better known simply as Golḵani, one of his pen-names
(taḵalloṣ). He wrote under the pen-name of Jorʾat as well. He was born in
Kokand (see KOKAND KHANATE) into a family of farmers; his father
reportedly came from the village of Bulqās in the region of Qarātegin (present-
day Rašt valley in central Tajikistan; Abdullaev, p. 267; Muqimov, p. 207). At
some point in life, Golḵani joined the Kokand literary milieu at the court of
Moḥammad ʿOmar Khan (r. 1810-22) and his wife Nādera (1792-1842); they
were themselves poets and actively promoted the social and cultural life of the
khanate (Qayumov, p. 63).

Golḵani was a lyric poet as well as an author of satirical prose. His surviving
literary output includes a qaṣida in Persian, twelve ḡazals (among which seven
are in Persian and five in Chaghatay; Muqimov, p. 209), and the satirical prose-
work Żarb al-maṯal (“parable” or “proverb”), composed in Chaghatay.

His bilingual poetry is mainly to be found within the Majmuʿa-ye šāʿerān (see
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below) compiled at the Kokand court in 1236/1821 by the poet ʿAbd-al-Karim
Fażli Namangāni. Golḵani and the other poets involved in this collection do
not imitate the verses of the classics, but those of ʿOmar Khan, who designated
himself as both the poetic and political authority of the Kokand Khanate (see
Erkinov, pp. 294-305).

Żarb al-maṯal criticizes the prevailing social and political order by the means
of satire, and notably by depicting the faults of human nature. The main
characters of the work are animals, basically birds, which typify the
individuals of the society of the author’s lifetime.

Soviet scholarship usually portrayed Golḵani as a major “progressive” poet of
the 19th century by favoring and publishing his satirical prose-work rather
than his “conservative” bilingual poetry, which represents anyway a good
laboratory for the study of late Persian-Chaghatay bilingualism in
Transoxiana.
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