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GOLCIN MA‘ANI, AHMAD

GOLCIN MA‘ANI, AHMAD (b. Tehran, 1916; d. Mashad, 2000; Figure 1) literary
scholar, bibliographer, and poet. He held various administrative and judicial
posts in the Ministry of Justice (1934-59). His considerable knowledge of
literary manuscripts was later put to good use when he was transferred to the
Majles Library, where he catalogued the Persian and Arabic manuscripts.
From 1330 S./1951, he also worked in the manuscript department of the Malek
Library (Ketab-kana-ye melli-e Malek) in Tehran. In 1342 S./1963 he moved to
MasShad, where he served as bibliographer of the manuscript collection of
Astan-e qods-e razawi (q.v.). He prepared the following catalogues of Persian
and Arabic manuscripts of the library: volume VII, on history and literature
(published in 2 parts, Mashad, 1346 $./1967); volume VIII, on mathematics
(Mashad, 1350 $./1971); and a list of its Qur'an manuscripts (Rahnema-ye
ganjina-ye Qor’an-e Ketab-kana-ye Astan-e qods-e razawi, Mashad, 1347
$./1968). In addition, he catalogued some of the majmu‘as (miscellanea
manuscripts) of the Majles Library (Nasriya-ye noskaha-ye katti 5, 1345 S./1966,
pp. 153-203) and the manuscript collection of ‘Abd-al-Hosayn Bayat (Nasriya-ye
noskaha-ye katti 6, pp. 63-117). In total, he catalogued 2,360 manuscripts in
these works. He also prepared a bibliography of commentaries on Golsan-e raz
(“Golsan-e raz wa $oruh-e moktalef-e an,” Noskaha-ye katti no. 4, 1344 S./1965,
pp. 53-124.)

In the course of his life, Gol¢in-e Ma‘ani was an active member of three
different literary societies. From 1314 S$./1935, he attended the weekly
meetings of Anjoman-e Hakim Nezami at the home of its founder, Hasan
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Wahid Dastgerdi. In these sessions, Gol¢in-e Ma‘ani at times helped Wahid
Dastgerdi with his editing of Nezami’s Kamsa by comparing different
manuscripts, and he thus became familiarized with work on manuscripts.
After Wahid’s death in 1321 $./1942, Gol¢in co-founded Anjoman-e adabi-e Iran
(the Literary Society of Iran) with the poet Mohammad-‘Ali Naseh (d. 1365
S./1986). He was also, from late in 1325 S./1947, the secretary and an active
participant in another literary society headed by Mohammad-Taqi Malek-al-
So‘ara’ Bahar (q.v.) and attached to the Farhangestan-e Iran (q.v.). These
gatherings provided him with the opportunity to meet other contemporary
poets and men of letters, with some of whom he formed lifelong friendships.

Gol¢in’s own poetry has been published (Divan-e Golcin, Tehran, 1362 S./1983).
But he is also the author of a substantial corpus of satirical and comic verse
which appeared in Tehran journals and newspapers over the years under
different pseudonyms including As‘ar-al-Mamalek, Ba¢a maktabi, Gol Aqa,
Lajbaz, Nowca, Sejaf-e daftar, Sareq-e divan, Simorg (Kalkali, p. 350).

As a critic and literary historian, he is noted for his work on the intricacies of
the so-called “Indian Style” and cultural life in the Safavid period, particularly
in relation to India and the poets who traveled or migrated there from Persia.
His Maktab-e woqu‘ dar Se‘r-e farsi (Tehran, 1348 S./1969) and Karvan-e Hend:
Dar ahwal o atar-e sSa‘eran-‘asr-e safawi ka ba Hend raftand (2 vols., MaShad,
1369 $./1990) are examples of his meticulous work in this field. The latter title
is also indicative of another main interest and contribution of Gol¢in-e Ma‘ani
to classical Persian literature: anthologies of poetry and their history. He
edited ‘Abd-al-Nabi Qazvini’s Tadkera-ye mey-kana with copious notes and
wrote a monumental history of Persian anthologies, Tarik-e tadkeraha-ye farsi
(2 vols., Tehran 1348-50 $./1969-71). As well as other publications, mainly
editions of medieval texts such as Ahmad b. Mahmud Mo‘in-al-Foqara”s Tarik-
e Mollazada (Tehran, 1339 $./1960) and Fakr-al-Din ‘Ali Wa‘ez Kasefi Safi’s
Lata’ef al-tawa’ef (Tehran, 1336 $./1968), he wrote many articles on literary
subjects for several journals, and compiled a valuable collection of specimens
of writings by eminent literary and religious figures of his time in their own
hand and with their photographs attached (Golzar-e ma‘ani, 2nd ed., Tehran,
1363 5./1984).
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