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GĪĀʾĪ, ḤAYDAR

GĪĀʾĪ, ḤAYDAR (Heydar Ghiaï-Chamlou; b. Tehran, 23 October 1922; d. Cap
d’Antibe, 6 September 1985; Figure 1), an influential pioneer of modern
architecture in Persia and professor at the University of Tehran. Ḡīāʾī studied
architecture at the Faculty of Fine Arts (see FACULTIES ii) and then continued
his studies at the École des Beaux Arts in Paris (1948-53). He returned to Persia
in 1954 and began teaching at the Faculty of Fine Arts, training the new
generation of Persian architects. His private commissions in and around
Tehran included the German Embassy, Hotel Carlton, Hotel Hilton, Cinema
Moulin Rouge, Cinema Radio City, the Tehran Pars Casino and Drive-In
Theater, as well as a number of private homes and apartment buildings.
Stylistically, his work was thoroughly “modern,” introducing aspects of the
contemporary and International Style architecture of Europe and using new
technology and materials such as aluminum.

Ḡīāʾī’s first government commission was the Senate building (Majles-e Senā) in
Tehran (1954-59), a joint project with Moḥsen Forūḡī (q.v.), which brought
them fame and remains their best-known work (Plate I). It has an imposing,
freestanding marble-grid facade, embraced by two twenty-five-meter high
bronze columns sculpted by André Bloc (1896-1966) in the shape of enlarged
linked chains. The building was celebrated in the Pahlavi period on an 8-rial
postage stamp of 1966 (Siebertz, p. 79; Abb. 71), issued together with a 6-rial
stamp showing the gate of the adjoining Bahārestān garden (ibid., Abb. 70).  In
the Islamic Republic of Iran, as the seat of the Islamic Assembly (Majles-e
Šowrā-ye Eslāmi), the building has been depicted since 1985 on the reverse
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s i d e  o f  t h e  1 0 0 - r i a l  b a n k n o t e  ( s e e ,  a t  t h e  C e n t r a l  B a n k
website, http://www.cbi.ir/page/1976.aspx).

The Ministry of Water and Electricity building (1959), the Ministry of
Agriculture (1970), the Palace of Fine Arts (1960), and Mašhad Hospital (1963)
were other large government projects commissioned to him. The construction
of three military hospitals in Lavīzān, Ahvāz, and Isfahan were underway on
the eve of the revolution. In 1968, Ḡīāʾī was appointed the official architect of
the imperial court and worked on the design of imperial palaces in Faraḥābād,
but the project failed to receive the approval of the Plan and Budget
Organization. Outside Persia, Ḡīāʾī and Forūḡī collaborated with Claude Parent
and André Bloc to design the one hundred bedroom building for the Maison de
l’Iran at the City University in Paris (1968). Built alongside a collection of
modern buildings, the Persian Student Pavilion overlooks the campus with its
four-story steel suspended units and structurally independent staircase.
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