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GIAT BEG, ‘ETEMAD-AL-
DAWLA

GIAT BEG (Giat-al-Din Mohammad Tehrani), ETEMAD-AL-DAWLA, prime
minister of the Mughal emperor Jahangir and father of the emperor’s wife,
Nur Jahan. He was the younger of the two sons of Kvaja Mohammad-Sarif
Hejri, a poet and minister of Saraf-al-Din Mohammad Khan and his son Tatar
Soltan, the governor (beglarbegi) of Khorasan. Mohammad-Sarif later joined
the court of Shah Tahmasb, where he was first made minister of Yazd,
Abarquh, and Biabanak for seven years and then minister of Isfahan, where
he died in 984/1576-77. He belonged to a family of poets and high officials that
included Amin Razi, the author of Haft eqlim. Giat Beg’s elder brother was the
poet Mohammad-Taher Wasli (Safa, Adabiyat V, pp. 478-82).

After the death of his father, Giat Beg lost favor in the court of Isfahan, and
together with his family moved to India. After a difficult journey, during
which his daughter Nar Jahan was born, he was received by the emperor
Akbar at Fathpur Sikri. He entered Akbar’s service and, at the time of Akbar’s
death, had the rank of 700 and was in charge of the royal stores (divan-e
boyutat). His wife, a daughter of a Safavid courtier, Mirza ‘Ala’-al-Dawla Aqa
Molla, introduced into India the method of extracting rose perfume (‘atr-e
jahangtrt; Janangir, pp. 153-54).

When Jahangir ascended the throne (20 Jomada II 1014/2 November 1605), he
raised Giat Beg to the rank of 1,500 and appointed him vizier of half of the
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empire, with the title of E‘temad-al-Dawla (Jahangir, p. 14). A year later he was
put in charge of Agra when Jahangir led a campaign against his rebellious son
Kosrow. The struggle continued and in 1016/1607-8 Mohammad-Sarif, one of
Glat Beg’s sons who had joined Kosrow, was put to death. This event coincided
with the rebellion of Giat Beg’s son-in-law, Sirafkan Khan ‘Aliqoli Ostajla, the
husband of Nr Jahan (Jahangir, pp. 65-66; Ma'ater al-omara’, p. 129). Giat Beg
himself escaped serious suspicion, although for the next four years his status
in court did not improve.

Giat Beg’s fortune changed when in 1020/1611 Jahangir married his daughter
Nur Jahan, who, in the later years of Jahangir’s reign, became the de facto
ruler of the empire (Ma'ater al-omara’, p. 132). After the wedding, Giat Beg was
made the prime minister of the whole empire; he also received first the rank
of 1,800, then 4,000 men and 3,000 horses, and in the Nowrtz of 1023/March-
April 1614 of 5,000 men and 3,000 horses. A year later he had the rank of 6,000
men, when he was granted a standard and drums (‘alam wa naqqara), an
honor reserved for high ranking princes (Jahangir, pp. 112, 114, 124, 148, 159).

Glat Beg died near Kangra in 1031/1622 as the royal camp was moving towards
its summer quarters in Kashmir. His body was taken back to Agra, where he
was buried on the bank of Yamuna river.

Glat Beg was known for his refined manners, his knowledge of literature, and
his skill in calligraphy. In the words of Ma'ater al-omara, “he was always
conscious of the future, self composed, and did not harbour grudges even
against his enemies. He was not at all oppressive, and in his household there
were no fetters, chains, and whips, nor words of abuse” (p. 131). His sons
Ebrahim Khan Fath Jang, Eteqad Khan, and Abw’l-Hasan Asaf Khan achieved
high ranks at the court of Shah Jahan, who was to marry Asaf Khan’s
daughter, Momtaz Mahall, immortalized by her tomb, the Taj Mahall.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Th. W. Beal, An Oriental Biographical Dictionary, rev. ed., London, 1894, pp.
185-86.




Vol. X, Fasc. 6, pp. 594-595 @
)

A. S. Bazmee Ansari, “I'timad al-Dawla,” in EI2 IV, p. 282.

Nur-al-Din Mohammad Jahangir Gurkani, Jahangir-nama, ed. M. HaSem,
Tehran, 1359 S./1980.

Kafi Khan, Montakab al-lobab, ed. Mawlaw1 Kabir-al-Din Ahmad, Calcutta,
1869, pt. 1, pp. 264-71.

Maater al-omara’ 1, pp. 127-39, 151-82.
Yusof Ahmad, Mazdaher-e Sah-jahant, Karachi, 1962, preface.

On his tomb, see C. B. Asher, The New Cambridge History of India 1/4:
Architecture of Mughal India, Cambridge, 1992, pp. 130-35.

P. Brown, “Monuments of Mughal Architecture,” in Cambridge History of India
IV, Cambridge, 1937, pp. 552-53.

Idem, Indian Architecture (Islamic Period), rev. ed. 1981, pp. 100-101.
G. Hambly, The Cities of Mughal India, London, 1968, pp. 73-74, 83-84.

S. M. Latif, Agra, Historical and Descriptive, Calcutta, 1869, pp. 182-84.




