GAW I EWDAD
Article by William W. Malandra

Encyclopaedia Iranica

Published: December 15, 2000
Last Updated: June 1, 2013

GAW I EWDAD

GAW I EWDAD (also éwagdad), the name of the primordial Bovine in
Zoroastrian mythology. Although the name gav- aévo.data- appears in two
Avestan litanies (Niayisn 3.2; Sth rozag 2.12) together with mdnha- gaocifra-
“the Moon containing the seed of cattle” and gaw- pouru.sarada “the Bovine of
many species,” the only other information is contained in the Pahlavi books,
especially the Bundahisn and the Wizidagtha t Zadspram. The meaning of the
name is not altogether certain. The grammatical gender of gav- in Avestan is
feminine, yet it can mean “cow” or include all bovine. In Pahlavi, since there is
no grammatical distinction of gender, the actual gender of a gaw can only be
decided by context. Here the Bundahisn gives clear evidence that, like the
primordial man Gayomard/t (see GAYOMART; the Gaw 1 Ewagdad was an
hermaphroditic creature, for it has both semen (Bundahisn [TD2] 94.4) and
milk (Bundahisn [TD2] 43.15). The second part of the name means “sole-
created” or “created as one.” According to the Bundahisn ([TD2] 20.14 ff.) Gaw 1
Ewdad was the fourth of Ohrmazd’s primal creations, and, like the primordial
Plant (urwar) and Gayomard, who contained the potential seed of all plant life
and humans respectively, it was created to be the progenitor of all beneficent
animals. At the onslaught, Ohrmazd gave it bang (q.v.) to eat to lessen the
suffering at the hands of Ahriman (Bundahis$n [TD2] 43.11 ff.). After
succumbing to Ahriman, Gaw 1 Ewdad fell to the right and the GoSurun (q.v.)
issued forth from its body as its soul. However, the semen was carried up to
the Moon-station (cf. Av. mdnha- gaocifra-) where it was purified and became
the pairs, male and female, of the ‘animals of many species’ (gospandan T purr-
sardag = Av. gav- pouru.sarada-). When Gaw 1 Ewdad passed away, fifty-five
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kinds of grain and twelve kinds of medicinal plants grew from its marrow,
owing to its “plant-nature” (urwar-cihrth; Bundahisn [TD2] 68.1-3, 93.10-11);
and further, drawing on another tradition, the author of the Bundahisn lists
sesame, lentils, leeks, grapes, mustard seed, and marjoram as issuing from
various of Gaw 1 Ewdad’s body parts ([TD2]93.11.14).

BIBLIOGRAPHY

R. ‘Afifi, Asatir o farhang-e Iran dar nevestaha-ye Pahlavi, Tehran, 1374 §./1995,
pPp. 598-602.

B. T. Ankesaria, Vichitakiha-i Zatspram with Text and Introduction I, Bombay,
1964, pp. 1xxvii ff.

M. Boyce, A History of Zoroastrianism I, Leiden, 1975, pp. 138-39.

]J. Duchesne-Gullemin. La religion de U'Iran ancien, Paris, 1962, pp. 323-25.




