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GARCESTAN

GARCESTAN, name of a region in early Islamic times, situated to the north of
the upper Harirud and the Paropamisus range and on the head waters of the
Morgab. To its west was Badgis and to its northeast Guzgan. Garcestan thus
corresponds to the region known at present as Firuzkuh and forms part of the
province of Badgis in contemporary Afghanistan. The term garca perhaps
reflects an Iranian word for mountain, as suggested by Maqdesi/MoqaddasI (p.
309).

The early Islamic geographers also term the region Garj-al-Sar “Garj of the
Sar/Seér,” the title of the local princes (a title also known for the princes of
Bamian and Kottal), who were by the 10th century vassals of the Samanids.
The geographers describe the region as populous and flourishing, producing
grain, fruit, and rice and also with an element of pastoralist herdsmen; it had
ten congregational mosques. The two chief towns, of roughly the same size,
were Absin/Basin and Sarmin/ Sarmin, the exact sites of which are not known.
The first lay in the lowlands of the upper Morgab valley, four stages to its
south in the mountains. The Sar/Ser, however, originally resided at neither of
these places but at a settlement in the mountains called Balkian, according to
Estakr1 (p. 272), though by the later 4th/10th century he had moved to AbSin,
according to MaqdesI (p. 348).
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