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GANI (ARTICLE 1)

GANI, pen name of Molla MOHAMMAD-TAHER KASMIRI (1630-69), one of the
most celebrated poets of Kashmir who wrote in the Indian Style (sabk-e hendi).
He was a pupil of another famous poet from Kashmir, Shaikh Mohammad-
Mohsen Fani (q.v.; d. 1081/1670-71), through whom he met many other poets
including Sa'eb and Kalim. Although he is frequently mentioned in the
biographical sketches of poetical anthologies (for a list of these see
Kayyampur, II, p. 673), little is known about his life apart from a couple of
frequently repeated anecdotes illustrating the poet’s unworldly outlook and
disdain for court patronage (NasArabadi, p. 445; Tikku, 1971, pp. 106-7). GanT’s
divan was collected by his disciple Mohammad-‘Al1t Maher (d. 1678), himself a
poet of some distinction, and Lala Malek Sahid, another Kashmiri poet. It is
said that in the process of editing the divan, about four-fifths of the extant
poetry was discarded as being too difficult, producing a selection of 20,000
verses out of over 100,000 verses (Lodi, p. 163). This severe pruning for the
sake of clarity has meant that in some cases only a single verse survives from
an entire ghazal. The divan includes gazals, robafts, chronograms, and a few
matnawis, including one in the manner of a sahrasiub (a usually homoerotic
poem describing a youthful artisan) about a young barber and bloodletter.




@\ GANI (ARTICLE 1) | Giri L. Tikku

BIBLIOGRAPHY

al-Darta IX, p. 793.
Molla Mohammad-Taher Gani Kasmiri, Divan, Lucknow, 1845, repr., 1869.

Idem, Divan-e Gani ba-tartib-e jadid-e Mohammad-Amin Darab Kasmiri, ed. ‘A. J.
Zaydji, Srinagar, Kashmir, 1964.

Idem, Divan-e Gani Kasmiri, ed. A. Karami, Tehran 1362 $./1983 (no critical
aparatus).

‘A.-R. Kayyampir, Farhang-e sokanvaran, new ed., 2 vols, Tehran, 1368-1372
S./1979-94.

Amir Sir-‘All Khan Lod1, Merat al-kayal, lithographed ed., Bombay 1324/1906.
Monzaw1i, Noskaha I11, pp. 2454-56.

Idem, Fehrest-e mostarek-e noskaha-ye katti-e farsit-e Pakestan VII/1, Islamabad,
1365 $./1986, pp. 897-901.

Mosar, Moallefin 111, p. 587. Mirza Mohammad-Taher Nasrabadi, Tadkera-ye
Nagrabadi, ed. H. Wahid Dastgerdi, 3rd printing, Tehran, 1361 §./1983.

S. Negani, “Molla Gani Kasmiri,” Wahid 13/8, 1354 $./1975, pp- 780-82, 854.
Safa, Adabtyat V/2, pp. 1255-60.

G. L. Tikku, “Muhammad Tahir Ghani: An Indian Allegorist of the Persian
Language,” Studies in Islam (New Delhi) 3/4, 1966, pp. 185-200.

Idem, Persian Poetry in Kashmir, 1339-1846: An Introduction, Berkeley and Los
Angeles, 1971, pp. 105-17.

‘A.]. Zaydi, “Nama,” Wahid 13/10, 1354 S./1976, pp. 947-51 (corrections to
Neganli, see above).




