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GAFFARI, NEZAM-AL-DIN

GAFFARI, NEZAM-AL-DIN Mohandes-al-Mamalek, Qajar minister and
engineer (b. in Borzabad, a village near Kasan, 10 Sa‘’ban 1260/24 August 1844;
d. Tehran, 15 Jomada II 1333/30 April 1915; FIGURE 1). At the age of fifteen, he
was among the forty-two students sent by the government to France to
continue their education under the supervision of Mohammad-Hasan Khan
Amir(-e) Nezam Garrusl (q.v.). After studying French at schools in Dieppe and
Rouen, he attended the St. Louis school in Paris and graduated first in his class.
He then went on to the Ecole Polytechnique while, at the same time, holding a
teaching position at St. Louis. After two years, he entered the Ecole des Mines
in Paris, from which he graduated in 1284/1868. Back in Persia, he held
positions at the justice and war ministries until he left for Tabriz in the
entourage of the crown prince, Mozaffar-al-Din Mirza, as the latter’s private
tutor. He stayed in Tabriz until 1294/1877, when he was dismissed and left for
Kasan. In the early 1880s, he was commissioned to build the roads between
Tehran and Amol in Mazandaran and Tehran and Qom, for which he received
the title of Mohandes-al-Mamalek. After the completion of these projects, he
devoted his time to writing books on science and mathematics, most of which
have remained unpublished. In November 1889, he was appointed the high
commissioner of the Imperial Bank of Persia by the Persian government but
was dismissed in 1896, only to be re-appointed two years later. He was among
the entourage of both Naser-al-Din Shah and Mozaffar-al-Din Shah when they
were touring Europe, during which he received a variety of decorations from
European governments. In his later years, Gaffari held several important
positions, including the minister of mines (wazir-e ma‘aden; 1316/1898-99), the
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minister of public services (wazir-e fawa'ed-e ‘amma; 1325/1907-8; 1326/1908-9;
1332/1913-14), and minister of education (wazir-e ma‘aref; 1326/1908-9;
1333/1914-15).
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