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FUMAN

FUMAN, a town and district in western Gilan (Figure 1). The town of Faman is
located 21 km to the west-southwest of Rast, on the left bank of Gazrudbar
River close to the piedmont of Tale$ highlands. Fiman was the residence of the
Dabuyids (q.v.) between 660 and 761. During the Mongol period, according to
the Masalek al-absar fi mamalek al-amsar of Sehab-al-Din Ahmad ‘Omari (cited
by Rabino, 1915-16, pp. 161-62), Fiman was one of the main towns of Gilan
together with Lahijan. Its sovereign, the only Shafiite among the rulers of
Gilan, secured a high income through silk trade. Hamd-Allah Mostawf{l
depicted Fuman as a large city, center of a rich district producing abundant
wheat, rice, and silk (Nozhat al-qoliub, ed. and tr. Le Strange, II, pp. 158-59). It
remained the capital of the Biapas district of Gilan until 980/1572-73, when
Jamsid Soltan transferred his capital to Rast. A ferocious rivalry opposed the
khans of Fiiman to their neighbors of Saft from the time of Shah Soltan Hosayn
to the reign of Fath-‘All Shah. The English merchant John Elton (q.v.) was killed
in 1751 (Rabino, 1915-16, p. 471) on the order of one of these rulers, Haji Jamal.
In 1805, Fiman was still a small, open town with about a thousand houses and
a very lively market (Jaubert, pp. 441 f.). But after Haji Mohammad Khan had
left Fiman for Rast at the beginning of Naser-al-Din Shah’s reign, Fiman fell
into decay. When Melgunof visited Fiman in 1860, it was no more than a
village with only 140 houses around the palace of the khan.

Fuman has gained importance again since the middle of the 20th century as a
commercial and administrative center, with a very active Tuesday market and
a large tea-processing factory belonging to the State Tea Company (Bazin,
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1980, II, pp. 178-79). Its development is still somewhat hindered by the
proximity of Rast, to which it is linked by a heavily trafficked motorway. Its
population grew from 9,226 inhabitants in 1966 to 15,108 in 1976, 24,631 in
1986, and 31,341 in 1996, before decreasing to 27,763 inhabitants in 2006
(Markaz-e Amar-e Iran). A large avenue opened at Reza Shah’s time leads to a
wide square built at the edge of the traditional town core, where the
farmandart building has taken the place of the former palace of the khans
between the Friday mosque and the market (bazar). The market was rebuilt at
the beginning of the 20th century on a regular rectangular plan and is now
expanding toward the Mastula road (Bazin, 1996, pp. 125-26 and PL on p. 134).

The district (Sahrestan) of Fuman initially included all southwestern end of the
TaleS highlands, with 227 villages and some 155,000 inhabitants on 2,370 sq.
km in 1329 S$./1950 (Razmara, Farhang II, p. 202). Since its northern part
around Sawma‘a-sara was established as a new Sahrestdn in 1963, the Fiiman
Sahrestan was reduced to 1,582 km? and to two subdistricts (baks), namely,
Huma, including dehestans of Hima (until 1976 Hama and Kalasom), Masula,
and Gast; and Saft, with dehestans of Saft (formerly Qasaba and Jirdeh),
Ahmad Sargurab, and Cowbar. The total population was 123,158 inhabitants in
1966, 144,820 in 1976, and 175, 597 in 1986. The baks of Saft was turned into a
new Sahrestan; and it was completed by inclusion of what formerly had been
the northeasternmost part of Hima dehestan. This area, lying on both banks of
the Pasikanrud, received a designation as the dehestan of Molla Sara (see
SAFT, pending). The remaining part of Fuman was divided into two baks$. One
bakswas termed Markazi, and it included the four dehestan of (1) Rudpis to the
northeast, (2) Laleman to the northwest, (3) Gast and (4) Gurab Pas to the
south and southwest. The other baks of Fuman, to the north, formerly was the
dehestan of Masula (q.v., pending); it was renamed Sardar-e Jangal in honor of
the revolutionary leader Mirza Kucek Kan (q.v., pending). The baks is
comprised of the dehestan likewise named Sardar-e Jangal, which is located in
the valley of Masularad, and the dehestan of Alian. Within this reduced area,
the Sahrestan of Fuman had 103,192 inhabitants in 1996 and 97,144 in 2006—a
significant decrease of 5.9 percent resulting from losses both in the city (-11.4
percent) and in the mountainous area (-8.5 percent).

The alluvial plain, built up by parallel rivers flowing into the Anzali (q.v.)
lagoon, is thickly populated by Gilak sedentary peasants, whereas the
piedmont and the mountains are more sparsely populated by semi-nomadic
Tale$ peasants and husbandsmen, all of them Shi‘ites.
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The plain and piedmont are devoted to rice-paddies irrigated by the Fumanat
canal derived from the Safidrud River through the Tarik tunnel, tobacco and
tea gardens, and mulberry groves used for intensive silkworm breeding. Tale$
herders take cattle from the piedmont and sheep wintering on lower wooded
hills to extensive summer pastures scattered around the summer market of
Masula. Many settlements in the mountainous part of the Fuman district
suffered damage as a reult of the 20 June 1990 Rudbar-Manjil earthquake.
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