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FRADA

FRADA, a Margian leader. According to the Bisotin (q.v.) inscription of Darius
I (3.10-21), the people of Margiana, (i.e., Marv) revolted against him and made
Frada their chief (king according to the Elamite and Babylonian versions).
Darius ordered Dadarasi, satrap of Bactria, to crush the rebellion; Frada was
defeated on the 23rd day of the month of Kislimu (Aciyadiya in the OPers.
calendar, q.v.). It is, however, not known whether this defeat occurred in the
accession year of Darius or in his first regnal year, and, depending on the year,
the choice is either 10 December 522 or 28 December 521 B.C.E. Since Frada is
depicted on the Bisotin relief at the last place among the rebellious leaders
who mutinied in 522-521 B.C.E., his defeat apparently took place on 28
December 521. The Babylonian version of the inscription also mentions that
Frada was executed. According to the Aramaic version, 55,243 of Frada’s
followers were killed and 6,972 captured (the Babylonian version mentions
6,572 captured and 55,200 killed, but the last number is damaged).
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