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FATH-ALLAH SIRAZI, SAYYED
MIR

FATH-ALLAH SIRAZI, SAYYED MIR, a famous Sufi, an official in Mughal
India, and one of the most learned men of his time. Fath-Allah was a disciple of
the Sufi shaikh Mir Sah Mir Takiya Sirazi and studied with such scholars as
Kvaja Jamal-al-Din Mahmud, Kamal-al-Din Servani, and G "1at-al-Din Mansar
Dastaki Sirazi (A'in-e akbari, tr. Blochmann, p. 34; Rahman ‘All, p. 160). He is
said to have mastered philosophy, astronomy, astrology, geometry, geomancy,
arithmetic, mechanics, Arabic, rhetorics, Koranic exegesis, Hadith,
incantations, and the preparation of talismans (Badaani, Montakab, tr.
Ranking et al., III, p. 216; A’tn-e akbari, tr. Blochmann, p. 34). Fath-Allah was
first invited to India by Mirza Jani, the ruler of Thatta, who sent him a present
of fifty tomans. Fath-Allah also spent some time in the serviceof ‘Ali I ‘Adel§ah
of Bijapur (see ‘ADELSAHIS) as his wakil. Following the death of ‘All I, the
Mughal emperor Akbar summoned Fath-Allah to his court in Rabi' II 990/April
1582, dispatching the Kan(-e) Kanan and Hakim-e Abu’l-Fath Gilani to meet
and escort him (Badaani, Montakab, tr. Ranking et al., II, p. 325; A'in-e akbarfi,
tr. Blochmann, p. 208; Nezam-al-Din Ahmad, II, p. 368).

Although Akbar was taken aback by Fath-Allah’s open devotion to Shiism, he
valued his scholarly abilities and practical knowledge (Badauni, Montakab, tr.
Ranking et al., II, p. 326), and Fath-Allah prospered at the Mughal court. He
was a boon companion of the emperor (Bhakkari, I, p. 142) who regarded him
as a gift from God (Fayzi, p. 85). He also used to accompany Akbar on his
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hunting expeditions, demonstrating the courage of a Rostam (Bada'uni,
Montakab, tr. Ranking et al., II, p. 326). His thorough knowledge of the sciences
allowed him to draw up an astronomical table as soon as Akbar asked for one
(Bada'uni, Montakab, tr. Ranking et al., IIL, p. 216). He tutored the children of
the nobility, among them the children of the historian Abu’l Fazl ‘Allam1 (q.v.),
served as sadr from 993/1585 to 997/1588-89, and assisted in the vizierate and
financial reforms of Raja Todar Mal (Bada'uni, Montakab, tr. Ranking et al., II,
p. 325; A’'in-e akbar, tr. Blochmann, p. 284). As reward for his services, Akbar
bestowed upon Fath-Allah the titles Amir-al-Molk and ‘Azod-al-Dawla,
arranged a marriage for him to a daughter of Mozaffar Khan, and gave him
the whole of Basawar as a jagir (Badatni, Montakab, tr. Ranking et al., II, pp.
325, 354, 379). Fath-Allah died from a fever in Kashmir on Tuesday, 3 Sawwal
997/15 August 1589, and was buried at Takt-e Solayman in the hills above
Srinagar (Bada'tni, Montakab, tr. Ranking et al., IIL, p. 216; Bhakkari, I, p. 142).
Akbar wept bitterly upon his demise (Fayzi, p. 274; Bhakkari, I, p. 143). Fath-
Allah authored a number of books, but few have been preserved. He was
assigned to write a portion of the Tartk-e alft and supervised the translation of
several works from Sanskrit to Persian (A’in-e akbari, tr. Blochmann, p. 110).
His treatise on the wonders of Kashmir was included in the Akbar-nama of
Abu’l-Fazl (Bada'uni, Montakab, tr. Ranking et al., II, p. 398). He was
responsible for the calculations of the Elahi era, and part of the Zij-e jadid-e
mirza’li was translated under his supervision (A’in-e akbari, tr. Blochmann, p.
110). He is also credited with the invention of a gun which could be fired
twelve times with only one filling, an automatic mill to grind wheat, and a
mirror which reflected strange figures (Ma'ater al-omara’ [Calcutta], p. 100;
Ahmad Heravi, I, p. 368).
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