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FARRANT, FRANCIS

FARRANT, Colonel FRANCIS (b. 1803 [?]; d. 1868), British soldier and
diplomat. Farrant was gazetted a lieutenant in the Bombay Light Cavalry in
1823. He went to Persia with Colonel Passmore’s military mission in 1833,
remaining there until 1852. After the death of Fath-‘All Shah (q.v.) in 1834,
Farrant, along with some other British officers, accompanied Mohammad
Mirz4, the heir apparent, on his march to Tehran and was rewarded with the
Order of the Lion and Sun. From 1834-37 Farrant was responsible for training
the Persian cavalry at Zanjan, before becoming private secretary to John
McNeil, the British minister, whom he accompanied to the siege of Herat in
1838 (see ANGLO-AFGHAN WARS i.; ANGLO-IRANIAN RELARTIONS ii.). From
1839-43 Farrant was military secretary to the British Legation and in 1842
attended the Turco-Persian Commission in Erzurum (see BOUNDARIES 1i.),
whence he was sent to Baghdad and Karbala’ to report on the massacre of
Persians by the Ottoman army. In 1844 he was appointed diplomatic secretary
to the Legation in Tehran and acted as chargé d’affaires from 1847 to 1849. He
resigned in 1852 following a long-standing feud with his chief, Justin Sheil. A
contemporary in Persia described him as “a merry fellow, full of fun and
anecdote and never looks at a book” (Schwartz p. 74). Farrant was promoted
colonel in 1855.
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