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FARID KATEB

FARID KATEB, scribe active in Shiraz in the 10th/16th century. He is known
exclusively through signed works. The most famous is a fine manuscript of
Soltan Hosayn Mirza’s Majales al-‘0sSaq in the Bodleian Library, Oxford
(Ouseley Add. 24). The colophon is signed Farid al-Kateb and dated Du’l-Hejja
959 /October-November 1552, and the fine nastaliq calligraphy is embellished
with a richly illuminated frontspiece and 74 (originally 75) paintings in the
typical Shiraz style that have been assigned to three different artists (see
Guest, pls. XXXIII, XLV, XLVI and XLVIII; Robinson, pl. XIV; Stchoukine, Safavis,
no. 116, pls. XXXVIII and XXXIX). The scribe’s name Farid (peerless) is a play-
on-words reflecting his status. He may be related to the person named Faridi
who signed a manuscript of Nezam1r’s Kamsa in 940/1534 (Copenhagen,
Kunstindustimuseum) that is illustrated with 23 paintings in typical Shiraz
style (Robinson, p. 120). Someone styling himself al-‘Abd Farid (the servant
Farid) signed a manuscript of Jam1’s Sobhat al-abrar copied in 950/1543-44 (MS
Tehran, Library of Soltan-al-Qorra’i; see Bayani, Kosnevisan, no. 761, p. 570).
The most complete signature, al-‘Abd Farid Kateb-e Sirazi, occurs on an
updated page from an album with his own poems (ibid). Assuming all these
specimens are by the same hand, then Farid was active for some twenty years
in Shiraz, where he participated in the provincial school of manuscript
illustration that flourished there in the 16th century.
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