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FARHANG

FARHANG, the title of five newspapers and magazines printed in Persia and
Europe. Presented chronologically they are:

1. Farhang or Farhang-e-Esfahan. This was the first newspaper in Isfahan,
commencing publication in Jomada I 1296/April 1879. Beginning with the
second year of publication, the name of the city was printed in large letters at
the top of the front page; thus it is sometimes referred to as Farhang-e-Esfahan.
The supposition, alluded to by Mohammad-‘Al1 Khan Tarbiat, that the founder
of Farhang was Mirza Hosayn Khan, Mostasar-al-Dawla’s son (Browne, Press
and Poetry, p. 122), is incorrect. The paper was founded on orders from the
Qajar prince-governor, Masd Mirza Zell-al-Soltan; the first editor was Mirza
Taq1 Khan Kasani, the princes’s physician, who also held the rank of brigadier-
general (sartip) in the army and published many scientific articles in the
newspapers of Naser-al-Din Shah’s era (both had earlier been responsible for
the establishment of the newspaper Fars [q.v.] in Shiraz). After the unexpected
death of Mirza Taql Khan, Mirza Mahmud Khan became editor. Farhang was a
news-oriented publication, with a variety of articles, especially in the scientific
fields. The newspaper lasted for nearly twelve years, down to Moharram
1308/August 1890. However, its duration of publication has been erroneously
given as ten (Sadr HaSemj, Jara'ed o majallat 1V, p. 74), or fifteen years (Solhja,
p. 240).

Farhang was first published as a weekly and then, from the 9th year, as twice-
weekly. During the last two years of publication, it became a weekly again.
Format was four two- or three-column pages, 32.5 X 64.5 cm, carrying no
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illustration. It was printed at the Government Printing House (Dar al-teba‘a-ye
darvaza-ye dawlat) and later at the ‘Emarat-e Jahannema, in nastaliq script, or
at times in nask by Mirza ‘Abd-al-Rahim Afsar. Advertisements were included
in the newspaper, and the subscription fee was twelve gerans. It was priced
three tomans for Europe. Copies are accessible at the Central Library of the
University of Tehran, the Majles Library, Reza ‘Abbasi Museum in Tehran,
Astan-e qods-e razawi Library in Mashad, the Ketab-kana-ye ‘Allama
Tabataba’l (the former Mo’assasa-ye asial) at Shiraz, the Princeton University
Library, Cambridge University Library, and the Ecole des Langues Orientales
in Paris.
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2. Farhang, published in Tehran from the beginning of Jamada I 1325/June
1907. Its only extant issue (no. 2, 19 Jamada I 1325/1 July 1907) is kept at the
University of Cambridge Library. Although its license was renewed in
1336/1917-18, it was not published again. Its proprietor and editor was
Mortaza Sarif (d. Tehran, 1347 $./1969), who was also known by his titles
E‘tezad-al-‘Olama’ and Tarjoman-al-Mamalek. Farhang dealt with socio-
political issues. The format was four two-column pages, 21.5 x 34.5 cm, typeset,
carrying no illustrations. Annual subscription rate was twelve gerans in
Tehran and seven French francs in Europe.
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3. Farhang, monthly magazine published in Rast from Jadi 1298 S./December
1919 to Saratan 1299 S./June 1920 when publication was suspended because of
the Jangall uprising. It resumed publication in Hamal 1304 S./March-April 1925
and continued until Mehr 1307 S./September-October 1928. It was the official
organ of an organization known as the Majma‘“e farhang and reflected the
progressive views of its members. Mirza Mohammad Khan Sabani Razi acted
as its editor-in-chief and managing editor for the first four issues. He was
succeeded by Shaikh Ahmad Qotbi, who was replaced by Taq1l R&’eq1 after a
year. The format was 32 to 65 one-column pages, 16 X 23 cm, typeset, carrying
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no illustrations but a few advertisements. It was priced two gerans. Copies are
accessible at most libraries in Persia and at the Princeton University Library.
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4. Farhang (also with the German title Kultur), a quarterly magazine with
articles in Persian, Pasto, and German published from spring 1360 S$./1981 to
autumn 1366 $./1987 in Bonn, Germany. It was published by the Afghan
Cultural Center, with Majid Malek as managing editor. The format was 100 to
180 one-column pages, 17 X 24 cm, carrying illustrations, with no price
indicated.

M. Mehrabi, Mo arrefi-e ketab, Cologne, 1993, p. 306.

5. Farhang, a quarterly magazine published in Tehran from fall 1366 $./1987
by the Institute for Cultural Studies and Research (Mo’assasa-ye motala‘at wa
tahqiqat-e farhangi). Its managing editor was Mahmud Borujerdi, and the first
five issues were published under the editorship of Baha’-al-Din Korramsahi
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and Sahin A‘wani. Later issues were edited by Yahya Modarresi, Mahdi
Madayeni, Baha'-al-Din Korram38ahi, Wahhab Wali, and others. The format
was 294 to 504 pages, 17 x 24 cm. The first issue was priced at 600 rials; the last
1,200.

S. F. Qasemi, Rahnema-ye matbtu at-e Iran (1357-1371), Tehran, 1372 §./1993, p-
241.




