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FARHANG-E QAWWAS

FARHANG-E QAWWAS, a Persian dictionary compiled probably no later than
716/1315 by the founder of Persian lexicography in India, the poet and writer
Fakr-al-Din Mobaraksah Qawwas Gaznavi, or Fakr-e Qawwas, known also as
Kamangar. In his brief preface, Fakr-e Qawwas writes that he compiled this
dictionary to facilitate reading the Sah-nama. However, the examples he cites
from some sixty other poets (including Adib Saber, Saraf Safarva, Nezami,
Kagani, and the Indian poets Taj Riza, Sehab Mahmara, and Naser) exceed his
quotations from the Sah-nama itself. The dictionary of Qawwas, sometimes
referred to as Farhang-e Sah-nama, Farhang-nama, or Farhang-e panj baksi, is
notable for its arrangement of words according to themes. This distinguishes it
from most other Persian dictionaries, which are arranged alphabetically, and
may have been derived from the example of the 6th/12th-century Arabic
dictionary Moqaddemat al-adab by Zamaksarl. It is divided into five large parts
(baks) which are subdivided into chapters (giina). Some chapters are further
divided into sections (bahra), again on thematic principles. The five major
thematic parts of the dictionary are: 1. The phenomena of the upper
world—the names of God; the angels, the prophets, the religions and their
books; the heavens, stars, and months; fire, wind, and earth; the phenomena
that occur between heaven and earth. 2. Minerals and inanimate
objects—earth, mountains, stone, and clay. 3. The vegetable kingdom—plants,
grasses, and trees; flowers and flower gardens; crops and grains. 4.
Animals—large and small birds; aquatic animals; quadrupeds;
humans—human body parts, and human qualities. 5. Things people produce
and use—dwellings; dishes, vessels, and other household items; food; clothes;
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illnesses; war, warriors, and weapons; tools, equipment, and occupations;
miscellaneous nouns. Farhang-e Qawwas contains 1,341 entries. It includes
nouns and simple Persian words (no compounds). Explanations are brief;
pronunciation is not indicated. The author never mentions his sources, but it is
evident that a considerable number of entries were taken from Logat-e fors by
Asadi TusI (q.v.), the earliest extant Persian dictionary. Farhang-e Qawwas in
turn became a notable source for other lexicographers and for a number of
Persian dictionaries subsequently compiled in India: Dastiir al-afazel (q.v.) by
Hajeb Kayrat Rafl, Adat al-fozala’ by Qazi Kan Badr Mohammad Dehlavi,
822/1419; Farhang-e zafanguya wa jahanpuya by Bad- al-Din Ebrahim (q.v.);
Bahr al-faza’el by Mohammad b. Qawam b. Rostam b. Ahmad Balki, 837/1433;
Farhang-e ebrahimi by Ebrahim Qawam Faruqi 878/1473; Mo'ayyed al-fozala’
by Mohammad b. Lad Dehlavi, 925/1519; and Farhang-e jahangirt (q.v.) by
Jamal-al-Din Hosayn Enja, 1017/1608. Farhang-e Qawwas often provides more
accurate explanations of words and their usage than other Persian
dictionaries. It played an important role in the development of Persian
lexicography in India. There is only known manuscript of the work, written in
the early 10th/16th century, and preserved in the library of the Asiatic Society
of Bengal (Ivanow, no. 516; 68 folios, eighteen lines to a page, in nasko).
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