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FARGANI, SAYF-AL-DIN
MOHAMMAD

FARGANI, SAYF-AL-DIN MOHAMMAD, Persian poet and Sufi of Fargana
(q.v.). The exact dates of his birth and death are unknown. The very little
information we have about him is gleaned from his poetry.

Fargani left Fargana after the Mongol invasion of Persia in 618/1221 and
sojourned for a while in Tabriz, where he became familiar with Homam
Tabrizi’s poetry. He then left for Asia Minor, where he took up permanent
residence at a kanaqah in Agsaray, a flourishing city on the road between
NowsSahr and Konya during the Saljuq period (Fargani, Divan, intro., pp. X-Xi,
xvii-xviii). He died there at an advanced age some time after 705/1305-6 (Safa,
Adabtyat 111/1, pp. 624-28; Fargani, Divan, Intro., pp. Xiii-xvii).

In addition to the insecurity and chaos caused by the Mongol invasion, his
move to Asia Minor has been attributed to his pursuit of knowledge and his
desire to meet with the learned men of that land (Haqiqat, p. 294) and to the
flourishing of Persian poetry and literature under the Saljuqs of Raum (Riahi, p.
109).

Not mentioned in contemporary or later tadkeras, Fargani remained unknown
for almost seven centuries (Divan, intro., p. ix). The only extant work by him is
his Divan of over 11000 distichs, containing 122 qasidas, eight get‘as, 582
gazals, and 23 robafs. Its versified preface is in praise of God and the Prophet
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Mohammad. His qasidas are mostly of didactic nature and in praise of God, the
Prophet, and Ahl-e Bayt (q.v.; Divan, pp. 6, 22, 118, 120, 199). In some of his
qasidas he emulated poets such as Anwarl, ‘Attar, Kaqani, Rudaki, Sana’, and,
above all, Sa‘d1 (Dtvan, pp. 22, 116, 60, 58, 196). In his gazals he blends Sufi
thoughts with amorous emotion.
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