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FARAHABAD

FARAHABAD, common place name throughout Persia, without any cultural or
historical significance. The three best-known Farahabads are the following.

City quarter of Tehran. This Farahabad is located 5 km east of the city wall of
Tehran. At the foot of Dusan Tappa, on which perches a ruined fortress-like
palace of Naser-al-Din Shah (1264-1313/1848-96), the palace of Farahabad, built
by Mozaffar-al-Din Shah (1313-24/1896-1907) in about 1900, stands in a park
enclosure. Restoration work was interrupted by the Revolution of 1357
$./1978-79 (Kleiss, 1981, p. 163; Figure 1).

Near Isfahan. There are remains of an extensive palace complex known as
Farahabad outside the city wall of Isfahan. It was built by the Safavid Shah
Soltan-Hosayn (1105-35/1694-1722) and destroyed by the Afghans in the year
of his death. It was described by the 19th-century writer Mohammad-HaSem
Asaf Rostam al-Hokama’ in his Rostam al-tawarik (Schwarz, pp. 1f.).

On the Caspian. Farahabad on the coast of the Caspian Sea in Mazandaran, at
the terminus of the so-called “royal road” from Isfahan, was part of a Safavid
building program that also included ASraf/BehSahr, the ‘Abbasabad dam, the
Qara Tappa palace, the port of $ah Kila, and Mian Qal‘a, all on the Kalij-e
Gorgan peninsula. Farahabad was built as a pleasure resort for Shah ‘Abbas I
(996-1038/1588-1629), beginning in 1020/1611; he eventually died there.
Contained within the Farahabad complex, which was destroyed in 1079/1668
by the cossack Stenka Razin, there are at present a settlement, the palace
precinct, a mosque, a bath, and a bridge over the Tajandrud. H. L. Rabino
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published plans of the palace in 1917 (p. 88).

The most significant architectural monument is the mosque, built of brick.
Although it is oriented toward Mecca, the main portal opens obliquely onto the
courtyard and obviously adjusted to take account of a previously existing
street grid. The mosque is of the courtyard type with four ayvans and covers a
total area of 62.50 m2. The courtyard, with a water basin in the middle,
measures 46.50 x 31 m. The southern wing encloses the large central domed
chamber 16 m high and flanking four-aisled halls. The large ayvan rises about
8.40 m above the flanking porticoes. This mosque was constructed at about the
same time as the main court mosque in Isfahan, the Shah Mosque (Masjed-e
Sah, Masjed-e Emam); although it is smaller, it has a similar ground plan.

Aside from this building there are still visible remains of a palace building, of
which only two courtyards can be recognized in outline. The palace precinct
lies directly on the Tajandrud and was fortified with round towers. Opposite
the palace two compact tracts of wall extend from the east bank into the river,
perhaps remains of a Safavid port installation, for Farahabad was known to
have functioned as a port for the Safavid court.

Both in the northeast, next to the mosque, and at the southwestern end of the
bridge bath installations are recognizable; the one beside the mosque must
have been totally destroyed and can hardly now be identified as a Safavid
bath, whereas the one at the bridge is of a later date.

On the southern bank of the Tajandrud two arches of the bridge are still
preserved; six additional supports lie fallen on the riverbed underwater. All
the supports were set on a dam footing. The length of the bridge can no longer
be established, for the course of the river has shifted so that the line of its
northern bank has changed extensively. With its semicircular cutwaters facing
upstream, the bridge resembles in both construction and plan Safavid bridges
of the 17th century. It was 6 m wide and carried the road over the river
toward Qara Tepe and Sah Kila.
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