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FANI KASMIRI

FANI, pen name of Shaikh MOHAMMAD-MOHSEN b. Hasan KASMIRI (d.
1081/1670-71), Indo-Persian scholar and poet, to whom the Dabestan-e-
madaheb (q.v.) has wrongly been attributed (‘Askari, p. 85). He studied under
Mulla Ya‘qub Sarfi (d. 1013/1605) and Mulla Waseb, a Persian poet from
Kashmir (Hasan Khan, p. 308). The poets Mulla Taher Gani (d. 1079/1688) and
Mohammad Aslam Salem (d. 1119/1707 or 1130/1717-18), both from Kashmir,
studied with him at Madrasa-ye Qotbiya in Srinagar, Kashmir (KoSga, p. 348;
Lodi, p. 161; Hasan Khan, p. 308). Fanl was attached to the courts of the
Mughal emperor Shah Jahan (r. 1037-68/1628-57), who appointed him as the
chief judge (sadr) of Allahabad province (Eklas, p. 184), and that of the heir
apparent Dara Sokih (1024-69/1615-59, q.v.). At Allahabad he joined the circle
of the celebrated Cesti Shaikh Mohebb-Allah Allahabadi (d. 1058/1648), from
whom he received the Sufi robe (kerqa; Fani, Mey-kana, p. 201; Qodrat-Allah, p.
541). He was, however, dismissed from the royal service when, following the
conquest of Balk, a copy of his divan containing panegyrics in praise of Nader
Mohammad Khan, the Ozbek ruler of Balk, turned up among the spoils of war
(Saleh, p. 370). He was granted a stipend and settled down in Kashmir, where
he devoted his time to teaching and his residence (hawz-kana) became a
gathering place for both men of letters and ranking officials, including the
governor of Kashmir (Lodi, p. 167). FanT’s divan consists of gazals, qasidas,
quatrains, and four matnawis: Naz o niaz, a love story in 1,928 couplets (comp.
1062/1652) of Sayyed Musa of Kalpi and the wife of a Hindu goldsmith, also
narrated by Badauni (Montakab 11, pp. 109-18; tr. II, pp. 113-22); Mey-kana, on
the topography of Kashmir in 1,273 couplets, composed at an advanced age;
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Masdar al-atar, a religious matnawt in 1,607 couplets, completed in
1067/1656-57 after the model of Nezami Ganjavl’s Makzan al-asrar; Haft aktar
(comp. 1068/1657-58), the love-story of a young Persian king and Korsid, a
Chinese princes. Fan1’s use of Hindi words adds Indian color to his poetry. Fani
is also the author of two prose works Sarh ‘ayn al-‘elm and Najat al-mo’menin
(Safa, Adabtyat 111, pp. 1285-88).

BIBLIOGRAPHY

(for cited works not given in detail, see “Short References”):

S. H. ‘Askari, “Dabistan-i Madhahib and Diwan-i Mubed,” Indo-Iranian
StudiesPresented for the Golden Jubilee of the Pahlavi Dynasty of Iran, ed. F.
Mujtabai, New Delhi, 1977, pp. 85-104.

Wazir-‘All ‘Ebratl ‘Azimabadi, Riaz al-afkar,MS. Bankipore, Oriental public
Library, no. 1784, fol. 49.

Ke$an Cand Eklas, Hamisa bahar, ed. W. Qoraysi, Karachi, 1973, pp. 183-85.
Mohsen Fani, Divan-e Mohsen Fani, ed. G. L. Tika, Tehran, 1342 §./1963.

Idem, Matnawiyat-e Fant, ed. S. A. H. ‘Abed]i, Srinagar, 1964, pp. 146, 178, 192,
201, 352.

‘All Hasan Khan Sobh-e golsan, Bhopal, 1293, p. 308.
Bendraban Das KoSgu, Safina-ye Kosgu, ed. A. Kakawy, Patna, 1958, p. 348.
Amir Sir-‘Ali Khan Lodi, Mer'at al-kayal, Bombay, 1324/1906, pp. 166-67.

Mo hammad-Zafar Khan, “Mohsen Kasmiri,” Helal, no. 27, 1337 S./1958, pp.
39-46.

Mohammad Qodrat-Allah Gopamavi, Natayej al-afkar, Bombay, 1336/1918, pp.
541-42.




Vol. IX, Fasc. 2, p. 207 @
)

Mohammad Saleh, Amal-e Salehé I11, Lahore, 1960, pp. 360, 416.




