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FAKRI HERAVI, SOLTAN-MOHAMMAD b. Mohammad Amir Khan (or Soltan)
Amiri Heravi (b. Herat, ca. 903/1497, d. probably in Agra, after 974/1566), poet,
scholar, and Sufi who wrote on various aspects of the poetic art. His father was
also a poet, who had adopted the pen name Amiri (Gol¢in-e Ma‘ani, Karvan-e
Hend 11, p. 996; idem, Tadkeraha I, p. 430; Bakkari, p. 206; Tattavi, p. 487). Fakri
Heravi himself was a panegyrist of the Safavid shahs Esma‘l I (907-30/1501-24)
and Tahmasb (930-84/1524-76; Storey, L, p. 795). He dedicated to the former his
Haft kesvar, a historical work incorporating aspects of the genre “mirror for
princes” (four manuscripts are preserved: MS. London, India Office Library,
no. 2215; MS. Tehran, Daneskada-ye Adabiat, no. 33; MS. Tehran, Sepahsalar
Library, no. 5806; MS. Tehran, DaneSkada-ye Hoquq, no. 62b; see Monzawl,
Noskaha VI, p. 4212).

At Herat Fakri briefly enjoyed the patronage of the functional governor
Durmes Khan (q.v.) and his vizier, Karim-al-Din Kvaja Habib-Allah Savaji, to
whom in about 930/1524 he dedicated Lataef-nama, a Persian translation of
the Chaghatay Turkish Majales al-nafa’es by Mir ‘All-Sir Nava’l (d. 12 Jomada II
906/2 January 1501), containing biographies of Turkish and Persian poets and
scholars from the time of Sahrok (807-50 /1405-47) to that of Esmal, to which
Fakri had added a ninth section (majles)with additional biographies of 180
living poets (Rieu, Persian Manuscripts I, p. 366). Fakri also dedicated to Savaj1
Tohfat al-Hab1b, a collection of lyric poems (gazals) composed by various poets
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in praise of one another (Storey, I, p. 796).

During the reign of Shah Tahmasb Fakri left Persia for the court of the
Arghunid Mirza Shah Hasan (930-63/1524-55) in Sind; at the shah’s request he
compiled Tadkera-ye rawzat al-salatin (ed. H. Rasedi, Hyderabad, Sind, 1968),
containing notices on royal poets of the Saljuq, Uzbek, and Chaghatayid
dynasties, as well as of Persia and India (Storey, I, p. 797; Naqawi, p. 96;
Bakkari, p. 206; Gol¢in-e Ma‘ani, Karvan-e Hend 11, p. 996), and Sanaye‘ al-
Hasan, on poetical figures (Cat. Bankipore IX, no. 848). Jawaher al-‘aja’eb (ed.
Lucknow, 1873; ed. RaSedi, Hyderabad, Sind, 1968; cf. Rieu, Persian
Manuscripts 1, p. 366; Storey, I, p. 797) includes short notices on twenty-three
women poets (Nagqawl, p. 98); it was compiled for Hajia Mah Begom, Shah
Hasan’s wife, but later Fakrl amended it and rededicated it to Mahem Anga,
popularly known as Jiji Begom, wet nurse of the Mughal emperor Akbar
(963-1014/1556-1605), at whose court the poet found patronage after the death
of Shah Hasan (Gol¢in-e Ma‘ani, Karvan-e-Hend 11, p. 996). Another of Fakr1’s
works, Bostan al-kayal, is a collection of matla‘s (opening lines) from the gazals
of various Persian poets (Rieu, Persian Manuscripts I, p. 366).
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