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‘EZZ-AL-DIN KASANI,
MAHMUD

‘EZZ-AL-DIN KASANI, MAHMUD b. ‘All Natanzl, an author and Sufi of the
early 8th century (d. 735/1334-35). All that is known about ‘Ezz-al-Din’s life is
that he was a Shafi‘ite of Ash‘arite persuasion, studied under Zahir-al-Din ‘Abd-
al-Rahman b. Shaikh Najib-al-Din ‘All Bozgo§ Sirazi, and received his mystic
training from Nur-al-Din ‘Abd-al-Samad Esfahani in Natanz (hence his nesbha
Natanzl in some sources). ‘Ezz-al-Din is known for his Mesbah al-hedaya, a
valuable Persian manual of mystic ideas, mainly based on Sehab-al-Din
Sohravardr’s Awaref al-ma‘aref (q.v.) and containing useful information about
the rites and customs in the kanaqah. It is arranged in ten chapters, each
chapter being further divided into ten sections. In spite of the frequent use of
Arabic vocabulary and phrases, the luciditity and variety of expressions and
idioms in Persian make it a valuable text for the students of Persian. The poet
‘Emad Faqih KermanT’s Tarigat-nama is a versified version of the Meshaha.

‘Ezz-al-Din is also the author of Kasf al-wojiith al-gorr le-ma‘ant nazm al-dorr, a
commentary in Arabic on Ebn al-Farez’s mystical qasida “al-Ta’lya al-kobra.”
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