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EUTROPIUS

EUTROPIUS, Roman administrator and historian, probably from Bordeaux,
who accompanied the emperor Julian the Apostate on his ill-fated Persian
expedition in 363. He later rose to the rank of praefectus praetorio (Illyrici)
under Gratian and Theodosius (380-81) and was consul (posterior) with
Valentinian IT in 387 despite the fact that he was almost certainly a pagan and
remained so under the successors of Julian.

Eutropius wrote a Latin Breviarium of Roman history down to the death of
Jovian in 363 that contains accounts of the eastern policies and the campaigns
against the Parthians and the Sasanians of the Roman emperors Trajan (8.3),
Hadrian (8.6), Verus (8.10), Septimius Severus (8.18), Aurelian (9.13), Carus
(9.18), Galerius (9.24-25), and Julian (10.16). The narrative is extremely brief,
and there is little that cannot be found in the writings of historians like
Ammianus Marcellinus, Orosius, or Zosimus. The Breviarium was translated
into Greek by Paenius in about 380 and was much used by other Roman
chroniclers.
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